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THOUGHTS 


| Concerning the 
PRESENT REVIVAL 
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* PART I. 


Sewing that ' the 7 oh that hat of 21 tithe 
geing on in this Lond, is 4 Suri ous * 


of GOD. 


Thoughts of the great religious Opera- 
6 tion gh the the gr of Men, that has 
been of late in Mu- England, ſeems 
fundamentally to lie in three Things; 
= 2 Firſt, In be g of this Work a priori. 
Secondly, In not taking 1 * Scriptures as a Whole 


3 or . 
© Rule whereby to judge of ſuch Operations. Thirdly, 
In not juſtly diſtinguiſhing the Good from the Bad. 
1. They have greatly err'd in the Way in which 
they have gone about to try this Work, whether it be 
a Work of the Spirit of GOD or no, viz. in judging 
of it a priori; from the Way that it began, the Inſtru- 
ments that have been employed, and the Methods. that 
have been taken in carrying it on. Whereas, if we 
duly conſider, ſuch a Work is not to be judged of a 
priori, but a poſteriori : We are to obſerve the Effect 
wrought ; and if upon Examination, it be found agree- 
able to the Word of GOD, we are bound, without more 
ado, to reſt in it as GOD's Work ; and ſhall be rebuked 
for our Arrogance, if we refuſe ſo to do till GOD ſhall 
explain to us how he has 7 G this Effect to paſs, or 
why he has made Uſe of ſuch and ſuch Means in do- 
ing it. Thoſe Texts are enough to cauſe us with Trem- 
bling to forbear ſuch a Way of judging of a Work of 
GOD's Spirit, (a) Who hath directed the Spirit of the 
Lord, or being his Counſellor hath taught him? With 4. 
aohom took he Counſel, and who inſtructed him, and taught in 
him in the Path of TFudgment, and * him Know- in 
ledge, and ſhewed ta him the Way of Underſtanding ? ar 
%% The Wind bloweth where it liftcth, and thou heareft M 
the Sound. thereof ; but canſ not tell whence it cometh, th 
und whether it goeth. We hear the Sound, we perceive hi 
the Effect, and from thence we judge that the Wind an 
does indeed blow; without waiting, firſt to be ſatisfied Le 
what ſhould be the Cauſe of its blowing from ſuch a 64 
Part of the Heavens, and how it comes to paſs that it 11 
ſhould blow in ſuch a Manner, at ſuch a lime. To ju 
"Judge à priori, is a wrong Way of Judging of any of © wc 
the Works of GOD. We are not to reſolve that we of 
will firſt be ſatisfied how GOD brought this or the o- the 
ther Effect to paſs, and why be made it thus, or why it 1 7 
has pleaſed him to uſe ſuch and ſuch Means, before we © Pri 
will acknowledge his Work. This is too N for. the Ho 
Clay to take upon it with ReſpeRt to the-Patteq.! GOD If Fa. 
gives no Account of his Matters: His l.. aa . 
.great Deep : He hath his Way in the Sea, and his Path 


le) 1a. xl. 13,14. (5) Jobnii, 8. 
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(5) 
in the great Waters, and his Footſteps are not known. | And 
avho ſhall teach GO D Knowledge, or enjoin him bis 
Way, or ſay unto him, What dal thou? We know not 
ewhat is the Way of the Spirit, nor hoau the Bones do grow 
in the Womb of her that is with Child; even ſo wwe know: 
not the Works. of GOD who maketh all. No Wonder 
therefore if thoſe that go this forbidden Way, in judg- 
ing of the preſent Work, are perplexed and con- 
founded. . . A | 

Indeed GOD has not taken that Courſe, nor made 
Uſe of thoſe Means, to begin and carry on this great' 
Work, which Men in their Wiſdom would have thought 
moſt adviſeable, if he had asked their Counſel, But 
the great GOD has wrought like himſelf; ſo as very 
much to ſhew his own Glory, and caſt Contempt 1 
that Strength, Wiſdom, Prudence and Sufficiency that 
Men have been wont to glory in; in Fulfilment of that, 
(a) The Liſtineſt of Man Hall be bowed down, and the 
2 of Men ball be made low, and the Lord 
alone ſhall be exalted in that Day. GOD doth thus, 
intermingling ſo many Stumbling-Blocks with his Work ; 
in ſuffering ſo much of Human Weakneſs to appear ; 
and in ordering ſo many Things, that are myſterious to 
Men's Wiſdom : In pouring out his Spirit chiefly on 
the common People, and admitting them nearer to 
himſelf than the Great, the Honourable, the Rich, 
and the Learned; agreeable to that Prophecy, (5) The 
Lord alſo ſhall ſave the Tents of Judah fir/t, that the 
Glary of the Houſe of David, and the Glory of the Inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem, do not magnify themſelves againſt 
Judah. Thoſe that dwelt in the Tents of Fudah 
were the People that dwelt in the Country, and were 
of inferior Rank; the Inhabitants of Feraſalem were 
the Citizens, the Men of Wealth and Figure ; and 
Jeruſalem alſo was the Habitation or Reſort of the 
Prieſts and Levites, and the Officers and Judges. The 
Houſe of David were the higheſt Rank of all, the Royal 
Family, and the great Men that were round the King.— 
Tis evident, by the Context, that this Prophecy, has 


(a) Ja. ii. 17. (6) Zech. xii. 7. 
A 3 


Ref] pect 


(6) 
Reſped to ſomething, furthee than the ſaving the People 
out of the — Captivity. 2 * | 


0b in this Work has begun at the lower End, and 

has made Uſe of the weak and fuoliſb Things of the 
World to carry it on. Of the Miniſters that have. 
been chiefly employ'd, ſome have been mere Babes in 
Age and Standing, and fome of them ſuch as have not 
been ſo high in Reputatian, among their Fellows as 
many others. And GOD has ſuffer'd their Infirmities 
to appear in the Sight of others, fo as much to diſpleaſe 
them; and at the ſame Time it has pleaſed GOD 
greatly to ſucceed them, while he has not ſo ſucceeded 
others that are reputed vaſtly their Superiors. Yea, 
there is Reaſon to think that it has pleaſed GOD to 
make Uſe of the Infirmities of ſome that he has ſuc- 
ceeded ; as particularly their imprudent and raſh Zeal, 
to chaſtiſe the Deadneſs, Negligence, Earthly-minded- 
neſs and Vanity that have been found among Miniſters 
in the late Times, wherein Miniſters and People, have 
ſunk into ſuch a deep Sleep. Theſe Things in Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel, that go forth as the Ambaſſadors 
of Chriſt, and have the Care of immortal Souls, are 
extremely abominable to GOD ; vaſtly more hateful 
in his Sight than all the Imprudence and intemperate 
Heats, * Wildneſs and Diſtraction (as ſome call it) of 
theſe zealous Preachers, A ſupine Careleſsneſs, or 
worldly Spirit in a Miniſter of the Goſpel, is the worſt 
Diſtraction in the Sight of GOD. GOD may alſo 
make uſe of the Cenſoriouſneſs of ſome Preachers, the 
more to humble and purify fome of his own Children 
that have been wrongfully cenſured, and to fit them 
tor more eminent Service. | 


II. Another fundamental Error of thoſe that don't 
acknowledge the Divinity of this Work is, not taking 
the holy Scriptures as a who/e, and ſufficient Rule to 
judge of ſuch Things by. They that have one con- 
ſiſtent Rule to judge by, may come to ſome clear De- 
termination, but they that have half a Dozen different 
Kules to make the Thing they would judge of agree to, 
inftead of juſtly and clearly determining, do but perplex 
and darken themſelves and others, = 
"IF 3 hey 
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They will indeed male fome Uſe of Scripture; ſo far 
as they think it ſerves their Turn; but don't make Uſe 
of it alone, as a Rule ſufficient by itſelf They make 
as much or more Uſe of other Things, wide from it, to 
judge of this Work by. As particularly, Y 

1. Some make Philoſophy, inſtead of the holy Scrip- 
tures, their Rule of judging of this Work ; particul 
the 2 Notions they entertain of the Nature 
of the Soul, its Faculties and Affections. There is 
« but little ſober ſolid Religion, ſay they, in this 
« Work ; it is little elſe but Flaſh and Noiſe. Religion 
% now-a-Days all runs out into Tranſports and high 
“Flights of the Paſſions and AﬀeCtions.” In their 
Philoſophy, the Affections of the Soul are ſomething not 
appertaining to the nobleſt Part of the Soul, but the 
meaneſt Principles that it has; that belong to Man as 
partaking of Animal Nature, and what he has in com- 
mon with the Brute Creation, rather than any Thing 
whereby he is conformed to — and pure Spirits. 

But J can't but think that theſe Gentlemen labour un- 
der great Mittakes, both in their Philoſophy and Di- 
vinity. *Tis true, Diſtinction mult be made in the Af- 
fections or Paſſions. Some are much more ſolid than 
others. There are many Exercites of the Affections 
that are little to be depended on; and often there is a 
great deal that appertains to them, which is very mueh 
owing to the — and Frame of the Body; 
and that which more eſpecially obtains the Name of 
Paſſion, is nothing ſolid or ſubſtantial. But it is falſe 
Philoſophy to ſuppoſe this is the Caſe with all great and 
high Aﬀections ; and falſe Divinity to ſuppoſe that re- 
ligious AﬀeCtions don't appertain to the Subſtance and 
Eſſence of Chriſtianity. On the contrary, the very 
Life and Soul of all true Religion conſiſts in them. 

All will allow that true Holineſs has its Seat chiefly 
in the Heart; not the Head. It follows, that it conſiſts 
chiefly in holy Afe&#ions, For the Things of Religion“ 
take Place in Men's Hearts, no further than they are 
affeted with them. The informing of the Underſtand- 
ing is all vain, any further than it E the Heart, or, 
which is the fame Thing, has Influence on the 4/- 


Thoſe 


fections. 


(8) 
- "Thoſe Gentlemen, that make light of | theſe raiſed 
Affections in Religion, will doubtleſs allow that true 8 
Religion or Holineſs, as it has its Seat in the Heart, is p. 
capable of very high Degrees, and high Exerciſes in it 
the Soul. As for Inſtance, they will doubtleſs allow, m 
that the Holineſs of the Heart is capable of being W 
raiſed to an hundred Time as great a Degree of Strength E. 
as it is in the moſt eminent Saint on Earth, or to be © 
exerted in an hundred Times ſo ſtrong and vigorous of 
Exerciſes of the Heat; and yet be true Religion or 5 
Holineſs ſtill. Now therefore I would ask, by what of 
Name they will call theſe high Exerciſes of the Heart ? of 
Are they not high Affections? What can they conſiſt in? 2 
but in high Acts of Love; ſtrong and vigorous Exer- on! 
ciſes of Benevolence and Complacence ; ſtrong Deſires th 
after GOD, yea, thoſe very ſame high and raiſed Af- 
fections that before they made light of, as worthy of as 
little Regard ? "= 
I ſuppoſe further, that all allow there is nothing but thi 
ſolid Religion in Heaven; but that there, Religion and no 
Holineſs are raiſed to an exceeding great Height, to MW w 
ſtrong, exalted - Exerciſes of Heart. Row, what other ciſ 
kinds of ſuch exceeding ſtrong and high Exerciſes of S0. 
the Heart, or of Holineſs as it has its Seat in their ſor 
Hearts, can we deviſe for them, but only holy Affec- the 
tions, high Degrees of Love to GOD, rejoicing in Sci 
GOD, admiring of GOD ?—T herefore theſe Things, MW Ar 
in the Angels in Heaven, are not to be deipiſed by the Soc 
Name of great Heats and Tranſports of the Paſſions. Ru 
' And it will doubtleſs be yet farther allowed, that the W ma 
more eminent the Saints are on Earth, the more they W wh 
are like the Saints in Heaven, i. e. (by what has been nee 
juſt now obſerved) the more they have of high or nee 
raiſed Affections. wo 
If we take the Scriptures for our whole Rule, then {Ef 
the greater and _—_ are the Exerciſes of Love to ſho 
| GOD, Longings after GOD, Delight in the Children I wh 
of GOD, Love to Mankind, Brokenneſs of Heart, I Te 
1 Abhorrence of Sin, and Self-Abhorrence for Sin; exult- I the 
ing and glorying in GOD; ſo much the higher is Chriſt's | 
Religion, or that Virtue which he and his Apoſtles 
taught, raiſed in the Soul, | R 
a 2 at 
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But it is a Stumbling to ſome; that Religious Aﬀet- 
tions ſhould be ſo violent (as they expreſs it) in ſome 
Perſons: They are therefore ready to doubt whether 
it can be the Spirit of GOD, or whether this Vehe- 
mence be 'not rather a Sign of an evil Spirit. But, 
what is repreſented in Scripture. as more powerful in its 
Effects than the Spirit of GOD? which is therefore 
called (a) The Power of the Highe/t. And it is ſaid to 
operate in the Minds of Men with the exceeding Great- 
neſs of Divine Power, and (5) according to the working 


of GO D' mighty Power. So in 2 Tim. xvii. the Spirit 
of GOD is called the Spirit of Power, and Lowe, and of 


a ſound Mind. And the Spirit is repreſented by a 
mighty Wind, and by Fire, Things moſt powerful in 
their Operation. | | | 

2. Many are guilty of not taking the holy Scriptures 
as a ſufficient and whole Rule, whereby to judge of 
this Work, whether it be the Work of GOD ; in that 
they judge by thoſe Things which the Scripture does 
not give as any Signs or Marks whereby to judge one 
Way or the other, wiz. The Effects that religious Exer- 
ciſes and Affections of Mind have upon the Body. 
Scripture Rules reſpect the State of the Mind, and Per- 
ſons moral Conduct, and voluntary Behaviour; and not 
the phyſical State of the Body. The Deſign of the 
Scripture is to teach us Divinity, and not Phyſick and 
Anatomy. Miniſters are made the Watchmen of Men's 
Souls, and not their Bodies; and therefore the great 
Rule which GOD has committed into their Hands, is to 
make them Divines, and not Phyſicians. Chriſt knew 
what Inſtructions and Rules his Church wou'd ftand in 
need of, better than we do; and, if he had ſeen it 


needfal in order to the Church's Safety, he doubtleſs 


would have given Miniſters Rules to judge of Bodil 

Effects; and. wou'd have told them how the Pulſe 
ſhould beat under ſuch and ſuch Exerciſes of the Mind; 
when Men ſhould look Pale, and when they ſhou'd ſhed 
Tears ; when they ſhou'd tremble, and whether or no 
they ſhould ever be- faint or cry out ; or whether the 


. (ac) Lakai . 0 . l. 26. 5 
| Body 


(10) 
Body fhou'd ever be put into Convulſtons: He would 
have put ſome Book into their Hands, to make them 
Anatomiſts and Phyſicians: But he has not done it, be- 
cauſe he did not ſee it to be needful. He judged, 
that if Miniſters did their Duty as Overſeers of the 
State of Mens Souls, and of their voluntary Conduct, 
according to the Rules he had given, his Church woa'd 
be well provided for. And therefore thoſe Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Overſeers of Souls, that buſy themſelves, 
and are full of Concern, about the involuntary Motions 
of the Fluids and Solids of Mens Bodies, when nothing 
appears but that the State of their Minds, and their 
Behaviour is good, and agreeable to GOD*'s Word; [ 
ſay, ſuch Miniſters go out of the Place that Chriſt has 
ſet them in, and leave their- proper Buſineſs, as much 
as if they ſhould undertake to tell who are under the 
Influence of the Spirit by their Looks, or their Gait, 
I can't ſee how the Devil is like to get any Advantage 
againſt us, if we do but thoroughly do our Duty with 
Reſpe& to thoſe two Things, viz. the State of Perſons 
Minds, and their moral Conduct, ſeeing that they be 
to the Rules that Chriſt has given us. If 
- Things are but _ right in theſe Reſpects, our Fear 
and Suſpicions ariſing from extraordinary bodily Effects 
:Neem wholly groundleſs. 


The moſt ſpecious Thing that is alledged againſt 
: theſe, is, That the e and Health in. 
jured; and that 'tis hard to think that GOD, in the 
merciful Influences of his Spirit on Men, would wound 

their Bodies, and impair their Health. But if it were 
ſo commonly (which I don't ſuppoſe it is) that Perſons 

received a laſting Wound to their Health by extraordi- 

nary Impreſſions made upon their Minds, yet *tis too 

much for us to determine that GOD ſhall never bring 
an outward Calamity, in beſtowing a vaſtly greater ſpi- 
ritual Good. Jacob in wreſtlmg with GOD, at the ſame 

Time that he received the Bleſſing from GOD, ſuffer'd 

a great outward Calamity from his Hand; GOD im- 

Paired his Body, ſo that he never got over it as. long 

as he lived: He gave him the Bleſſing, but ſent him a. 

way halting on bis Thigh, and he went Lame _ 

2 / te 


(11 ) 
Life after. And yet this is not mentioned as if it were 
any Diminution'of the t Mercy of GOD to him, 
when GOD bleſſed him, and he received his Name 
Iſrael, becauſe as a Prince be had Power rwith GON, 
But, ſay ſome, The Operations of the Spirit of 
GOD are of a benign Nature. True: Yet it has 
been a Thing allowed, till now, that* there is ſuch a 
Thing as being fick, of Love to Chriſt, or having the 
bodily Strength weakned by ſtrong and vigorous Exer- 
ciſes of Love to him. And however kind to human 
Nature. the Influences of the Spirit of GOD are, yet 
no Body doubts but that Divine and Eternal Things, 
as they may be diſcovered, would over-power the Na- 
ture of Man in its preſeat State; and that therefore 
the Body, in its preſent Weakneſs, is not fitted for the 
Views and Pleaſures of Heaven: Yea, that if GOD 
did diſcover but a little of that which is ſeen by the 
Angels in Heaven, our frail Natures would fink under 
i. Let us rationally conſider what we profeſs to be- 
lieve of the infinite Greatneſs of the Things of GOD, 
the Divine Wrath, the Divine Glory, the infinite Love 
and Grace in Jeſus Chriſt, and the Vaſtneſs and infinite 
Importance of the Things of Eternity. How reaſonable 
then is it to ſuppoſe, that if it pleaſe GOD to withdraw 
the Veil, and give a View of the great Things of a- 
nother World in their tranſcendent and infinite Great- 
neſs, human Nature, that is as the Graſs, 3 ſhaking 
Leaf, a weak withering Flower, ſhould rotter under 
ſuch a Diſcovery ? Such a Bubble is too weak to bear 
the Weight of a View of Things that are ſo vaſt. 
Alas! What is Duſt and Aſhes, that it ſhould ſupport it- 
{elf under the View of the awful Wrath or infinite 
Glory of JEHOV AH ! No Wonder therefore that it 
is ſaid, No Man can ſee me and live. That external 
Glory and Majeſty of Chriſt which Daniel ſaw, when 
(a) there remained no Strength in him, and his Comlineſs 
was turned in him into Corruption, and which the Apoſtle 


Vn ſaw, when he fell at his Feet as dead; was but a 


Shadow of that ſpiritual Glory and Majeſty of Chriſt, 
(a) Dan, X. 6, 7. 8. 


which 


1 


(12) 
which will be manifeſted in another World, and which 
is ſometimes, in ſome Degree, manifeſted 'to the Soul 
in this World, by the Influences of the Spirit of GOD 
And, if the beholding the Shadow of this Majeſty and 


Glory did fo overpower human Nature, is it unreaſona- 
ble to ſuppoſe that a Sight of the Glory itſelf,” ſhould 
have as powerful an Effect! The Prophet Habakkuk, 
ſpeaking of the awful Manifeſtations GOD made of his 
Majeſty and Wrath, at the Red-Sza, and in the Wil» 
derneſs, and at Mount Sinai, where he gave the Law 
and of the Impreſſion GOD cauſed it to have u 


him, to the End that he „ be ſaved from t t 


Wrath, and reft in the Day of Trouble ; ſays, (a) When 
I heard, my Belly trembled, my Lips quivered at the 
Voice, Rottenneſi enter d into my Bones, I trembled in 
myſelſ, that I might rejt in the Day of Trouble. Which 
is much ſuch an Effet as the Diſcovery of the fame 
Majeſty and Wrath, has had on many in theſe Days; 
and to the fame Purpoſes, viz. to give them Ref in 
the Day of Trouble, and fave them from that Wrath. 
The Pſalmiſt alſo ſpeaks of ſuch an Effect as I have 
often ſeen o Perſons under religious AﬀeCtions, (6). J 
opened my Mouth and panted, for 1 longed for thy Com- 
mandments. | | 257 
GOD is pleaſed ſometimes, in dealing ſpiritual Bleſ- 
ſings to his People, to exceed the Capacity of the Veſ- 
ſel in its preſent Scantineſs ; ſo that he does not only 
fill it full, but he makes their Cup to run over; and 
pours out a Blefling, in ſuch a Manner and Meaſure 
that there is not Room to receive it. He gives them 
Riches more than they can carry away ; as he did to 
Fehoſhaphat and his People in a Time of great Fa- 
vour, in Anſwer to earneſt Prayer, when the People 
bleſſed the Lord in the Valley of Berachab. (c) It has 
been with the Diſciples of Chriſt, for a long Time, a 
Time of great Emptineſs upon ſpiritual Accounts: 
They have gone hungry, and have been toiling in 
vain, during a dark Seaſon: a Time of Night with the 
Church of GOD ; as it was with the Diſciples of old, 


(a) Hab. iii. 16, (3) P/al. crix. 131. (c) 2 Chron. 
Xxx. 25, 26. | 
when 
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| (13) 
when they had oiled all Night and caught notbing. But 
now, the Morning being come, Jeſuz appears to his 
Diſciples, and takes a compaſſionate Notice of their 
Wants, and ſays to them, Ch:ilaren, have” ye any Meat? 
and gives ſome of them ſuch Abundance, that they are 


not able to draw their Net; yea, ſo that their Net 
breaks, and their Veſlel is over-loaded, and begins to 
ſank. | 
x We can't determine that GOD never ſhall give Per- 
; ſons ſuch a Diſcovery of himſelf, as even to take a- 
n way their Lives. Tis ſuppoſed by many Divines, that 
it Moſes Life was taken away after this Manner; and 


1 this has alſo been ſuppoſed of ſome other Saints. Vea, 
» I ſee no ſure Grounds to determine, that GOD ſhall 
* never make ſuch ftrorig Impreſſions on the Mind by his 
ch Spirit, as ſhall be an Occaſion of ſo impairing the 


ne Frame of the Body, and particularly that Part of the 
= Body, the Brain, that Perſons ſhall be deprived of the 
in Uſe of Reaſon. As it is too much for us to ſay, that 
ch. GOD will not bring an outward Calamity in beſtowing 
ve ſpiritual Bleflings ; ſo it is too much for us to deter- 


1 mine how great an outward Calamity he will bring. 
(an If GOD gives great Diſcoveries of himſelf, and Love 
to him, the Benefit is infinitely greater than the Cala- 
mity, tho' the Life ſhould preſently be taken away; 
yea, tho' the Soul ſhould not immediately be taken, 
but lie ſome Years in a deep Sleep, and then be taken 
to Heaven: Or, which is much the ſame Thing, tho” 
it be deprived of the Uſe of its Faculties, and be 
unactive and unſerviceable, as if it lay in a deep Sleep 
for ſome Years, and then ſhould paſs into Glory, We 
cannot determine how great a Calamity “ Diſtraction 
is, when conſidered with all its Conſequences, and all 
that might have been conſequent if the Diſtraction 
had not happened; nor indeed whether (thus conſidered) 
it be any Calamity at all, or whether it be not a Mercy, 
by preventing ſome great Sin, or ſome more dreadful 
Thing, if it had not been. Tis a great Fault in us 
to limit a ſovereign all-wife. GOD, whoſe Judgments 
are a great Deep, and his Ways paft finding out, 
where he has not limited himſelf, and in Things con- 


B cerning 
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cerning which he has not told us what his Way ſhall 
be.—' Tis remarkable, conſidering in what Multitudes, 
and to how great a ＋ of ws the Frame of the Body 
has been overpowered of late, that Perſons Lives have 
notwithſtanding been preſerved, and that the Inſtances 
of thoſe that have been deprived of Reaſon have been 
ſo very few *. | : 

' 3. Another Thing that ſome make their Rule to 
Judge of this Work by, inſtead of the holy Scriptures, 
is Hiſtory, or former Obſervation. Theſe err two 
Ways ; Fin, If there be any Thing new and extraor- 
dinary in the Circumſtances of this Work, that was 
not obſerved in former Times, that is a Rule with 
them to reje& it. Herein they make that their Rule, 
that GOD has not made ſo ; and limit GOD, where 
he has not limited himſelf. And this is eſpecially un- 
reaſonable in this Caſe. For whoſoever has well 
weighed the myſterious, Methods of Divine Wifdom, 
in the Progreſs of the Work of Redemption, from the 
firſt Promiſe of the Seed of the Woman to this Time, 
may eaſily obſerve that it has all along been GOD's 
Manner to open new Scenes, and to bring forth to 
View Things new and wonderful, ſuch as Eye hath 
not 2 nor Ear heard. As the old Creation was car- 
ried on through ſix Days, and appeared all compleat, 
ſettled in a State of Reſt on the ſeventh ; ſo the new 
Creation, which is immenſely the greateſt Work, is car- 
ried on in a gradual Progreſs, from the Fall of Man, 
to the Conſummation of all Things. And as, in the 
Progreſs of the old Creation, there were ſtill new 
Things accompliſhed ; new Wonders appeared every 
Day in the Sight of the Angels, the Spectators of that 
Work ; new Scenes were opened, Things that they 
had not ſeen before, till the whole was finiſhed ; ſo it 
is in the Progreſs of the new Creation. So that that 
Promiſe, (4) For fince the Beginning of the World, Men 
huwe not heard, nor perceived by the Ear, ncither bath 
the Eye ſeen, O GOD, beſides thee, what he hath prepa- 
red for him that wwaiteth for him; I ho' it hag a glo- 


* N. B. I do not know of one ſuch Inſtance in En- 


gland. (4) Iſaiah Ixiv. 4. | 
rious 
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rious Fulfilment in the Days of Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, ai 
as the Words are applied, 1 Cor. 1i. 9. yet it always | 
W remains to be fulfilled, in Things that are yet behind, 
ed the new Creation is finiſhed, at Chriſt's delivering 
5 up the Kingdom to his Father. 
a And beſides, thoſe Things in this Work, that have 
been chiefly complained of as new, are not ſo new as has 
0 deen generally imagined : Tho' they. bave been much 


5, more frequent lately, in Proportion to the uncommon 
0 Degree, Extent and Swiftneſs, and other extraordinary 
r- Circumſtances of the Work, yet they are not new in 


as their Kind 3 but are Things of the ſame Nature as have 
th been found in the Church of GOD before, from Time 
e, to Time. 
re We have a remarkable Inſtance in Mr, Bolton, that 
n- noted Miniſter of the Church of England, who being a- 
ell I wakned by the Preaching of the famous Mr. Perkins, in 
m, the Univerſity of Cambridge, was ſubject to ſuch Ter- 
he rors as threw him to the Ground, and cauſed him to 
ae, roar with Anguiſh ; and the Pangs of the New-Birth in 
s WH him were ſuch, that he lay pale and without Senſe, 
like one dead. And we have another in the Life of 
Mr. George Trofje, written by himſelf, of Terrors occa- 
ſioned by Awaknings of Conſcience, ſo everpowering 
the Body, as to deprive him, for ſome Time, of the Ule 
of Reaſon. 5 | 
Yea, ſuch extraordinary external Effects of inward Im- 
preſſions have not only been found in here and there a 
lingle Perſon, but there have alſo before now been 
Times wherein they have appeared in Congregations, in 
many at once. So in the Year 1625, in the Weſt of 5 
Scotland, it was a frequent Thing for many to be ; 
ſo ſeized with Terror in hearing of the Word, by the | 
Spirit of GOD convincing them of Sin, that they fell | 
down, and were carried out of the Church. Many in 
France alſo were ſo wonderfully affected with the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, in the Time of thoſe famous Di- 
vines Farrel and Viret, that for a Time they cou'd not 
follow their ſecular Bufineſs: And many in JTre/and, in 
the Year 1628, were ſo filled with Divine Comforts, 
that they made but little Uſe of either Meat, Drink or 
. 8 3 Sleep, 
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Sleep, and profefled they did not feel the Need 
thereof. | | | 
Great Outcries under Awaknjngs were alſo fre: 
quently heard of, in former Times, in this Country, 
as ſome aged Perſons now living do teſtify : I 
think fit here to inſert a Teſtimony of my honoured 
Father, of what he. remembers formerly to have 


heard. 


«« I well remember, that one Mr. Alexander Allan, 
* a Scots Gentleman of good Credit, that dwelt for- 
© meriy in this Town, ſhewed me a Letter that came 
from Scotland, that gave an Account of a Sermon 
« preached in the City of Zainburgh (as I remember) 
in the Time of the Sitting of the General Aﬀem- 
«© bly of Divines in that Kingdom, which ſo affected 
* the People, that there was à great and loud Cry 
* made throughout. the Aﬀembly. I have alſo been 
«* credibly informed, that it was a common thing, 
« when the famous Mr. John Rogers, of Dedham in 
% Englund, was preaching, for ſome of his Hearers to 
* cry out: And by what I have heard, I conclude 
that it was uſual for many that heard that awakning 
Preacher of Gop's Word, to make a great Cry 
«, in the Congregation.” 

Windſor, May 5, 1742. Timothy Edwards. 


There have been Inſtances alſo before now, of Per- 
ſons crying out in Tranſports of divine Joy in New- 
England. We have an Inſtance in Capt. Clap's Me- 
moirs, not of a filly Woman or Child, but a Man of 
folid Lanny that, in a high Tranſport of Spi- 
ritual Joy, was made to cry out aloud on his Bed. His 
Words (p. 9.) are, GOD's Holy Spirit did witneſs 
„with my Spirit, that-I was a Child of GOD; and 
did fill my Heart and Soul with ſuch Aſſurance that 
«« Chriſt was mine, as to make me cry out upon my 
* Bed, with a loud Voice, He is come, he is come] 
There has, before now, been both crying out and 

falling down, in this Town, under Awakniags of 
Conſcience, and alſo in ſome of the neighbouring 
| | Towns, 
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Towns. In one of them, more than ſeven Years ago, 
were a great Number together that cried out and ell 
down under Convictions. And the Rev. Mr. Williams 
of Deerfield gave me an Account of an aged Man in 
that Town, many Years before that, that being awak- 
ned by his'Preaching, cried out aloud in the Congre- 
cation. There have been many Inſtances in this and 
{ome neighbouring Towns, before now, of Perſons 
fainting with joyful Diſcoveries made to their Souls ; 
once ſeveral together in this Town. And there alſo 
formerly have been ſeveral Inſtances here of Perſons 
Fleſh waxing cold and benumb'd, and their Hands 
clinch*d ; yea, their Bodies being ſet into Convulſions, 
being overpower' d with a ſtrong Senſe of the aſtoniſh- 
ingly great and excellent Things of GOD and the 
Eternal World, 

Another Way that ſome err, in making Hiſtory and 
former Obſervation their Rule to judge of this Work, 
inſtead of the Holy Scripture, is in comparing ſome 
external accidental Circumſtances of this Work, with 
what has appear'd ſometimes in Enthuſiaſts ; and as 
they find an Agreement in theſe, ſo they rejet the 
whole Work, concluding it to be Enthuſiaſm. So ſome 
external Appearances that were found amongſt the 
French Prophets, have been of late trump'd up. with 
great Aſſurance and Triumph. | 

4. I would propoſe it to be conſider'd, whether 
ſome, inſtead of making the Scriptures their only Rule 
to judge of this Work, do not make their own E xpe- 
rience the Rule, and reje& ſuch Things, becauſe they 
never felt them themſelves. Are there not many that 
have entertained Suſpicions, if not peremptory Con- 
demnations, of thoſe extreme Terrors, and thoſe great 
Diſcoveries of the glorious Perfections of Gop, and of 
the Beauty and Love of Chriſt; and ſach vehement 
Affections, ſuch high Tranſports of Love and Joy, and 
Exerciſes of Mind, that have ſuch great Effects on 
Perſons Bodies, merely, or chiefly, becauſe they knew 
nothing about them by Experience? Perſons are very 
ready to be ſuſpicious of what they have not felt 
themſelves, *Tis to be feared many good Men have 
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been guilty of this Error; which yet does not make 


it the leſs unreaſonable. And perhaps there are ſome 
that upon this Ground do not only reject theſe ex- 
traordinary Things, but all ſuch Conviction of Sin, and 


ſuch Diſcoveries of the Glory of Gop, and Excel- 


lency of Chriſt, and inward Conviction of the Truth 
of the Goſpel, by the immediate Influence of the Spi- 
rit of Gop, as are neceſſary to Salvation. 


III Another fundamental Error of thoſe that reje& 
this Work is, their not duly diftinguiſhing the Good 
From the Bad, and ſo rejecting the Work in general, 
for the ſake of ſome Things, which are accidental to 
it, that are evil. They look for more in Men that are 
ſubje& to the Operations of a good Spirit, than is 
Juſtly to be expected from them, in this imperfect 
State, and dark World, where ſo much Blintneſs re- 
mains in the beſt. When any profeſs to have received 
Light and Comforts from Heaven, and to have had 
Communion with Gop, many are ready to expect that 
now they like Angels, and not ſtill like poor, 
feeble, blind and finful Worms. That ſo much Cor- 
ruption is left in the Hearts of Gop's own Children, 
was always a Stumbling-block to the World; but it 
will not be wonder'd at, by thoſe that are duly mind- 
ful of two Things; Fir, the Word of Gop, which 
teaches us the State of Chriſtians in this World : And 
fecondly, Their own Heart, at leaſt if they have any 
Grace, and have Experience of its Conflicts with Cor- 
ruption. If all our Conduct, both open and ſecret, 
fhould be known, and our Hearts laid open to the 
World; how ſhould we be, even ready to flee from 
the Light of the Sun, and hide ourſelves from the 


View of Mankind ? And what great Allowances ſhould 


we need that others ſhould make for us ? Perhaps much 

eater than we are willing to make for others. 
The great Weakneſs of the bigger Part of Man- 
kind, in any Affair that is new and uncommon, ap- 
pears in not diſtinguiſhing ; but either approving or 
condemning all in the Lump. 'They that highly ap- 
prove of the Affair in general, can't bear to have wy 
thing 


(19) 

thing at all found fault with: And, on the other 
Hand, thoſe that faſten their Eyes upon ſome things 
that are amiſs, at once rejet the Whole. But it 1s 
raſh and unjuſt, when we proceed thus in judging either 
of a particular Perſon, or a People, or of ſuch an Af- 
fair as the preſent Influence on the Minds of the 
People of this Land. Yet. ſo it is: Many if they ſee 
any thing ill in a particular Perſon, will at once brand 
him as an Hypocrite. And, if there be two or three 
& of a People or Society, that behave themſelves irregu- 
larly, the Whole muſt, bear the Blame of it. If there 
be a few, tho* it may be not above One in an Hun- 
to dred, that had a Shew of being the happy Partakers 
re of the Benefits of this Work, who prove naught in 
is the End, the whole Work muſt be rejected on their 
ct Account; and thoſe in general, that make the like 
-e- WW Profeſſion, muſt be condemned for their Sakes. 

2. So careful are ſome Perſons leſt this Work ſhould 
be defended, that now they will hardly allow, that 
the Influences of the Spirit of Gop on the Heart can 
ſo much as indirectly, and accidentally, be the Occafion 
of Sin.— Thus far is true, that this Influence won't 
be an Occaſion of the Increaſe of the Corruption of 
the Heart in general, but of the weakning of it : Yet 
there is nothing unreaſonable in ſuppoſing, that, at the 
ſame Time it weakens Corruption in general, it may 
be an Occafion of the turning what is left into a new 
Channel, and ſo of there being more of ſome certain 
Kinds of the Exerciſe of Corruption than there was 
before; as that which tends to hinder and ſtop the 
Courſe of a Stream, if it do not do it wholly, may 
give a new Courſe to ſo much of the Water as gets 
by the Obſtacle. The Influences of the Spirit, for 
Inſtance, may be an Occaſion of new Ways of the 
Exerciſe of Pride. This was not doubted of, till now 
it is found to be needful to maintain the War againſt 
lan- this Work. 
ap- But I ſuppoſe all will allow, that the Influences of 
g or the Spirit of Gop, yea, and an high Degree of Love 
ap- Gop, is conſiſtent with theſe two Things, wiz. a 
any ¶ conſiderable Degree of remaining Corruption, and alſo 
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another: This was a bad Effect, and yet the Apoiit 
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many Errors of Judgment in Matters of Religion, and MW” 
in Matters of Practice. And this is all that need to WWF 
be allowed, in order to its being demonſtratively evi- WW" 
dent, that even Love to Gov may accidentally move MW © 
a Perſon to that which is contrary to the Will of Gov, Mt © 
For a high Degree of Love to Gop will ſtrongly move 
a Perſon to do that which he believes to be agreeable 
toGop's Will; and therefore, if he be miſtaken, and 
be perſuaded that is agreeable to the Will of Goy, 
which indeed is contrary to it, then his Love will ac- 
cidentally, but ſtrongly, incline him to that which is 
indeed contrary to the Will of Gon. 

3. Farther: True Diſciples of Chriſt may have a 
great deal of falſe Zeal, ſuch as the Diſciples had of 
old, when they would have Fire called for from Hea- 
ven to come down on the Samaritans, becauſe they did 
not receive them. And even ſo great a Saint as Maſes, 
who converſed with Gop, as a Man with his Friend, 
-and concerning whom Gop- gives his Teſtimony, that 


he <was very meek, above any Man upon the Face of =" 


the Earth, yet may be rafh and ſinful in his Zeal, ſo Cap 
as to Phe unadviſedly with his Lips. Vea, Men, Jar 
in thoſe very Things wherein they are influenced by 


a pious Principle, yet, thro' Error and want of due fl 


Conſideration, may be, very raſh with their Zeal. It wit 
was a truly good Spirit that animated that excellent) 


Generation of //-ae/ that was in Jeſpua's Time, inf pe 


that Affair that we have an Account of in the 220 on 
Chapter of 7o/pu2 ; and yet they were raſh and heady|M's* 
with their Zeal, to go about to gather all ae/ to go te 
up furiouſly to war with their Brethren of the two 4 
Tribes and Half, about their building the Altar e 
without firſt enquiring into 'the Matter, or ſo much as f ſo 
ſending a Meſſenger to be informed. So the Chriſtianſ'© < 
that were of the Circumciſion condemned Peter for te G' 
ceiving Cornelius, tho there is all Appearance that they id « 
acted from a real Concern for the Will and Honour ere 
Gop. So the primitive Chriſtians, from their Zeal ff,) 
and againit unclean Meats, cenſured and condemned one 


bears them witneſs, that both Sides acted from a good 


Principe 
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Principle, Rom. xiv. 6. The Zeal of the Corinthians 
with reſpe& to the inceſtuous Man, tho' the Apoſtle 
highly commends it, yet at the ſame time needed a 
Caution, left they ſhould carry it too far, ſo as to fail of 
Chriſtian Meekneſs and Forgiveneſs. 

4. It ſurely cannot be wonder'd at by conſiderate 
dle Perſons, that at a Time when Multitudes have their 
nd Affections greatly moved, many ſhould run into Errors 
and Miſtakes with reſpect to their Duty, and conſe- 
quently into Practices that are imprudent and irregular. 

queſtion whether there be a Man in New-Enzland, of 
the ſtrongeſt Reaſon and greateſt Learning, but what 
vould be put to it to keep Maſter of himſelf, thorough- 


** ly to weigh his Words, and conſider all the Conſe- 
lea-uences of his Behaviour, if he were ſo ſtrongly im- 
did Mreſſed with a Senſe of divine Things, and his Affecti- 
T1 us ſo exceedingly moved, as has been frequent of late 
end, Wong the common People. —How little then do they 
that onſider Human Nature, who think it ſo inſuperable a 
e of ßtumbling- block, when ſuch Multitudes of all Kinds of 


-apacities, natural Tempers, Educations, Cuſtoms and 
lanners of Life, are fo greatly and variouſly affected, 
hat Imprudences ſhould abound ; eſpecially in a State 
f Things ſo uncommon, and when the Degree, Extent, 


. ol witneſs and Power of the Operation is ſo extraordi- 
Alentary, and fo new, that there has not been Time and 
e, inf&-*P<rience enough to give Birth to Rules for Peoples 


onduct, and ſo unuſual in Times paſt, that the Writ- 
gs of Divines don't afford Rules to direct us in ſuch a 
tate of Things ? x 

A put deal of Noiſe and Tumult, and Darkneſs 


r EA ed with Light, is to be expected in the Beginning 
ich A ſomething very extraordinary, and very glorious in 
iſtianW< State of Things in human Society, or the Church 
for re GOD. As after Nature has long been ſhut up in a 
t they! dead State, when the Sun returns in the Spring, 
our Pere 13, together with the Increaſe of Light and Heat, 
cal for dirty and tempeſtuous Weather, before all is ſettled 


calm 


2 11. 6, 7» 8, 9, 10, 11. and Chap. vii. 11, 
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ceedingly diſpoſed to lay Weight on thoſe Things that 


ii. 16. and v. 23. and 77. i. 14. and iii. 9. Many, as 
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calm and ſerene, and all Nature rejoices in its Bloom 
and Beauty. It is in the new Creation as it was in the 
old, the Spirit of GOD firſt moved upon the Face of b 
the Waters, which was an Occaſion of Uproar and IM E 
Tumult, and Things were gradually brought to a WM $; 
ſettled State, till at length all ſtood forth in that beau- WI G 
tiful peaceful Order, when the Heavens and the Earth Nye 
were finiſned, and GOD ſaw every Thing that he had to 
made, and behold it was very good. When Gop is ro 
about to bring to paſs ſomething great and glorious in tin 
the World, Nature is in a Ferment and Struggle, and Ar 
the World as it were in Travail. As when Gop was pre 
about to introduce the M-/#4h into the World. and the 
new and glorious Diſpenſation that he ſet up, he fho0k 
the Heavens and the Earth. 

5. The Weakneſs of Human Nature has always ap- 
pore in Times of a great Revival of Religion, by a 

iſpoſition to run to Extremes, eſpecially in theſe three 
Things, Enthuſiaſm, Superſtition, and intemperate Zeal, 
So it appeared in the 'l'ime of the Reformation; and 
a'ſo in the Days of the Apoſtles, many were then ex- 


were notional and chimerical, giving heed to Fables and 
Whimſies, as appears by 1 Tim. i. 4. and iv. 7. 2 Tin. 


Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory informs us, fell off into the molt 
wild Enthuſiaſm; and many into Superſtition, Will 
worſhip and a voluntary Humility, giving heed to the 
Commandments of Men. And what a Proneneſs then 
appear'd to ſwerve from the Spirit of the Goſpel, by 
raſh indiſcreet Zeal, cenſuring and condemning Mini- r 
ſters and People; one ſaying, I am of Paul; another, Tors 
Jam of Apollos; another, I of Cephas ; judging one 
another for Differences of Opinion about *{maller Mat. 
ters, unclean Meats, holy Days, and holy Places, andÞ<mic 
their civil Intercourſe and Communication with their 
Heathen Neighbours? And how much did vain Jang- ??. 
ling and Diſputing prevail, under the Name of religiow* - 
Zeal? 2 Tim. vi. 4, 5. 2 Tim. ii. 16. and Tz. iii. 9 {ai 
What a Task had the Apoſtles to keep them withunF'< 
Bounds, and maintain good Order in the Gang ve h 
| Hoy 
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How often are they mentionirg their Irregularities ? 
The prevailing of ſuch like Diſorders ſeems to have 
been the ſpecial Occaſion of writing many of their 
Epiſtles. The Church in that great Effuſion of the 
Spirit that then, was: under the Care of infallible 
Guides, that watched over them Day and Night ; bue 
yet ſo prone were they, thro' the Corruption of Nature, 
to get out of the Way, that Irregularity and Confuſion 
roſe to a very great Height, even in the Apoſtles Life- 
time, and under their Eye. And tho* ſome of the 
Apoſtles liv'd long to ſettle the State of Things, yet, 
preſently after they were dead, the Chriſtian Church ran 
into many Superſtitions and childiſh Notions and Prac- 
tices. And let any wiſe Perſon, that has not, in the 
midſt of Diſpute, got beyond the Calmneſs of Conſide- 
ation, impartially conſider to what Lengths, we may 
eaſonably ſuppoſe, many of the primitive Chriſtians 


ould have gone, if they had had no inſpired Guides ; 


and whether tis not probable that the Church of Corinth 
n particular, would in a little Time have broke to 
Pieces, and diſſolved in a State of the utmoſt Confu- 


on? And yet this would have been no Evidence that 


here had not been a glorious Work of the Spirit in 
hat City. But as for us, we have no infallible Apoltle 
o rectify Diſorders, and reelaim us when we are wan- 


ering ; bu: they that are got into a wrong Path, con- 


mue to wander, till Experience of the miſchievous 
ſſue convinces them of their Error. 


6. If we look over this Affair, and ſeriouſly weigh it 
its Circumſtances, it may eaſily be accounted for, 


ow many ſhould run into great Errors, and juſt ſuch 


Trors as they have. It is known, that ſome, that have 
en great Inſtruments to promote this Work, have 
een very young; and how natural is it for ſuch as are 
jemſelves newly waked out of Sleep, and have a new 
d wonderful Scene opened to them; who have in 
ew the Reality, the Vaſtneſs and infinite Importance 
d Nearneſs of ſpiritual and eternal Things ; and at 
e lame time ſee the World aſleep about them, who 
ve not the Advantage of Age and Experience, and 
ve had but little Opportunity to ſtudy Divinity, or 
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to converſe with aged experienced Chriſtians and Di. 
vines: I ſay, how natural is it for ſuch to fall into 
many Errors with reſpect to the State of Mankind, and 
with reſpect to the Methods of their Relief? Is it any 
Wonder that they have not at once learned how to 
make all the Allowances that are to be made, and that 
they don't at once find out that Method of dealing 
with the World, that is adapted to the myſterious State 
and Nature of Mankind ? Is it any Wonder that they 
can't at once foreſee what the Conſequences of Thing 
will be, what Evils arg to be guarded againſt, and what 
Difficulties are like to ariſe, that are to be provided 


for ? | ha 
We have long been in a ſtrange Stupor: The In: 
fluences of the Spirit of Gop upon the Heart havWot 
been but little felt, and the Nature of them bu uc 
lictle taught; fo that they tre in many Reſped o 
new to great Numbers of thoſe that have lately fall”: 
under them. And is it any Wonder if they that nerve 
before had Experience of the ſupernatural Influence Met 
the Divine Spirit upon their Souls, and never were ie 
ſtructed in the Nature of theſe Influences, don't. ſo wei et 
know how to diſtinguiſh one Impreſſion from another ern 
and ſo inſenſibly run into Enthufiaſm, taking ever mt 
ſtrong Impreſſion to be divine? How natural is it Hd 
ſuppoſe, that among the Multitudes of illiterate Peop rec 
(moſt of which are in their Youth) who find themſelvaMF- n 
ſo wonderfully changed, and brought into ſuch ne, . 
and before (to them) almoſt unheard- of Circumſtance 
many ſhould paſs wrong Judgments of both Perſons a v. 
Things that are about them; and that, now they beh. 
them in ſuch a new Light, they ſhould go further fron , 
the Judgment they were won't to make of them tha 
they ought, and paſs from one Extreme to another ]W- N 
And why ſhould it be thought ſtrange, that thoſe th.“ /7 


ſcarce ever heard of any ſuch Thing as pouring out ( 

the Spirit of Gon before; or, if they did, had no No 

tion of it, don't know how to behave themſelves in ud 
a new and ſtrange State of Things ? 

When theſe Perſons are extraordinarily affected wil 

a freſh Diſcovery, of the Greatneſs of the Divine bt 
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mg, the infinite Importance of eternal Things, and the 
dreadful Danger and Madneſs of Mankind, together 
with a great Senſe of Gop's Kindneſs and Love to 
them; no Wonder that they know not how to fit ſtill, 
and forbear ſpeaking and acting with uncommon Ear- 
neſtneſs and Vigour. And if they be not Perſons of 
more than common Steadineſs and Diſcretion, or have 
not ſome Perſon of Wiſdom to direct them, *tis a Won- 
der if they don't proceed without due Caution, and do 
Things that are irregular. 

7. Cenſuring others, is the worlt Diſeaſe, with which 
this Affair has been attended: But yet ſuch a Time is 
indeed a Time of great Temptation to it. When there 
has been ſuch great and long-continued Deadneſs, and 
many are brought out of a State of Nature into a State 
of Grace, in ſo extraordinary a Manner, and filled with 


— — — - — 


'riends ſeem to have been eminently holy Men, who 


* ach uncommon Degrees of Light, tis natural for ſuch 1 
ec. form their Notions of a State of Grace wholly from _- 
Nei bat they experience. | Th 

ere Tho' Cenſoriouſneſs be a Thing that is very ſinful, | i 
ce allet it is not found in Hypocrites only: Job's three ; 
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Weller cenſured the beſt Man on Earch, very poſitively de- 
\ther ermining that he was an unconverted Man; yea, Fob 
even n{c1!, that particularly excelled in a humble, meek: 


it Mad patient Spirit, was guilty of bitterly cenſuring his 4 
op re Friends, as wicked, vile Hypocrites, “ He tear- i 
ele! ne in his Wrath who hateth me, he gnaſbeth upon me * 


th his Teeth ; mine Enemy ſharpeneth his Eyes upon me: 
hey have gaped upon me with their Mouth. GOD hath 
ns an“ vwered me to the Ungodly, and turned me over into the 
ands of the Wicked, And again, + Upright Men ſhall 
> aſloniſhed at this, and the Innocent ſhall flir up himſelf 
pain/t the Hypocrite : The Righteous alſo ſhall hold on 
May, and he that hath clean Hands Hull be ftronger 
ſe thi ſtronger. But as for you all, da you return and 
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come now, fr cannot find one wiſe Man (i. e. one good 


Man) among you. 
Thus, I think, the Errors and Irregularities that attend 


this Work may be accounted for, from the Conſidera- 
tion of the Weakneſs and common Corruption of Man- 
kind ; together with the Circumſtances of the Work, 
tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe it to be the Work of God. 
And it would not be a juſt Objection in any to ſay, 
If theſe Impreſſions are from Gov, why does not the 
ſame Spirit give Strength of Underſtanding and Capa- 
city in proportion, to thoſe Perſons that are the Sub. 
jects of them; ſo that ſtrong Affections may not, thro 
their Error, drive them to an irregular Conduct? Por 
I don't know that Gop has anywhere obliged himſelf 
te do it. The End of the Influences of Go p's Spirit 
is, to make Men wiſe to Salvation; and he has alſo 
appointed Means for our gaming ſuch Degrees of other 
Knowledge, as we need, to conduct ourſelves regular. 
Ys which Means ſhould be carefully uſed ; but the 

nd of the Influence of the Spirit of Gop is not to 


increaſe Mens natural Czpacities, nor has Go p obliged 

| himſelf immediately to increafe civil Prudence in pro- a 
portion to the Degree of fpiritual Light, - 8 
8. If we conſider the Errors that attend this Work, x 
not only as from Man and his Infirmity, but alſo a F 
from GOD, and by his Permiſſion and Diſpoſal, they g 
are not ſtrange, tho? it be as to the Subſtance, a Work * 
of GOD. If GOD intends this great Revival of Re 1. 


ligion to be the Dawning of an happy State of hi 
Church, it may be an Inſtance of the Divine Wiſdom, 
in the Beginning of it, to ſuffer ſo many Irregularitie 
in Conduct. For it will be very likely to be of excel 
lent Benefit to his Church, in the Continuance and 
Progreſs of the Work. Their Experience, in the fi 
ſetting out, of the miſchievous Conſequences of thek 
Errors, may be an happy Defence to them afterwards 
for many Generations. As when Dawid and all Tra 
went about to bring back the Ark, after it had bee 
long abſent ; thæy ar firſt ſought not the Lord aft 
the due Order, and they ſmarted for their Error: Bd 


this put them upon more thoroughly acquainting 2 
| clve 


- 
ſelves with the Will of GoD, and ſeeking and ſerving 
him with greater Circumſpection: And the Conſe- 
quence was glorious, wiz. their ſeeking GOD in ſuch 
a Manner as was accepted of him; and the Ark of 
GOD's aſcending into the Heights of Zion, with thoſe 
great and extraordinary Rejoicings of the King and all 
the People, without any Frown or Rebuke from GOD 
intermixed ; and GOD's dwelling thenceforward in 
the Midſt of the People. ; 

And *tis very analogous to the Manner of God's 
dealing with his People, to permit a er deal of In- 
firmity to appear, in the Beginning of a glorious Work 
of his Grace, to humble them, and fit them for that 
Proſperity he is about to advance them to, and the 
more to ſecure to himſelf the Honour of ſuch a glo- 
rious Work. For, by Man's exceeding Weakneſs, tis 
evident that GOD does not lay the Foundation of it 
in Man's Strength or Wiſdom. 

And as we need not wonder at the Errors that at- 
tend this Work, if we look at the Hand of Men that 
are guilty of them, and the Hand of GOD in permit- 
ting them: ſo neither, if we conſider the Hand that 
Satan has in them. For as this Work is much greater 
than any other that has ever been in New-England, 
ſo no wonder that the Devil is more alarmed and en- 
raged, and exerts himſelf more vigorouſly againſt it, 
and does more powerfully endeavour to tempt and 
miſlead thoſe that are the Subjects or Promoters of it. 

Whatever Imprudences there have been, and what- 
ever Irregularities ; whatever Vehemence of the Paſ- 
hone, and Heats of the Imagination; whatever Error 
in Judgment and indiſcreet Zeal ; and whatever Out- 
cries, and Faintings, and Agitations of Body; yet it is 
manifeſt and notorious, that there has been of late a 
very uncommon Influence upon the Minds of very ma- 
ny People, that has been attended with the followin 
Affects; wig. a great Increaſe of Seriouſneſs and ſober 
Conſideration of the Things of the eternal World; a 
Diſpoſition to hearken to any thing that is ſaid of 
Things of this Nature, with Attention and AﬀeRion > 
a Diipoſition to hear Matters of Religion with. Solem- 
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nity, and as Matters of great Importance; a Diſpo- 
fition to make theſe Things the Subject of Converſa- 
tion; and a- great Diſpoſition to hear the Word of 
GOD preached, to take all Opportunities in order to 
it; and to attend on the publick Worſhip of GOD, 
and all external Duties of Religion, in a more ſolemn 
and decent Manner. Multitudes of vain, thoughtleſs 
Perſons, are quite Changed, and become ſerious and 
confiderate : There is a vaſt Increaſe of Concern for 
the Salvation of the Soul, and of that Enquiry, Wheat 
all JI do to be ſaved ? The Hearts of Multitudes have 
been greatly taken off from the Things of the World, 
its Profits, Pleaſures and Honours ; and have been made 
ſenſible of the perricious Conſequences of Sin, and 
what a dreadful thing it is to lie under the Diſpleaſure 
of GOD: They have alſo been awakned to a Senſe of 
the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of Life, and the Reality 
of another World: They are more afraid of Sin, more 
careful to know what 1s contrary to the Will of GOD, 
that they may avoid it, and what he requires of them, 
that they may do it; more watchful over their own 
Hearts, earneftly defirous of being informed what are 
the Means for their Salvation, and-diligent in the Uſe 


. of thoſe that GOD has appointed in. order to it, 


Many very ſtupid, ſenſeleſs Sinners, have been greatly 
awakned. There is a ſtrange Alteration amongſt young 
People : By a powerful Influence on their Minds, they 
have been brought to forſake thoſe Things, as it were 


at once, that they were extremely fond of, and that 


they ſeem'd to place the Happineſs. of their Lives in, 
and which nothing before could induce them to for- 
ſake ; as their vain Company, Night-walking, their 
Mirth and Jollity, their impure Language and lewd 
Songs : In vain did Miniſters preach againlt thoſe 
Things before, and in vain were Laws made to reſtrain 


them, and in vain was all the Vigilance of Magiltrates 


and Civil Officers; but now they have dropt them as 
it were of themſelves. And there is a great Alteration 
amongſt Old and Young as to Lrinking, profane Speak- 
ing, and Extravagance in Apparel, Many notoriouſly 


vicious Perſons have been reformed and become ex- 


ternally 
* 


( 29 ) 


ternally new Creatures : Some that are wealthy, and 
of a faſhionable, gay Education, that ſeem'd to have 
their Minds ſwallowed up with the Shew and Pleaſures 
of the World, have relinquiſh'd theſe Vanities, and are 
become ſerious, mortified- and humble in their Con- 
verſation. Tis aſtoniſhing to fee the Alteration that is 
in ſome Places, where betore was no Appearance of 
Religion : And now they are transformed into another 
Sort of People ; and are, as it were, gone to a new 
or:d : Their Thoughts, and their Talk, and their 
oncern, Affections and Enquiries, are now about the 
*avour of GO, an Intereſt in Chriſt, and a ſpiritual 
Bleſſeineſs, and Acceptance and Happineſs in a future 
orld. And, twough the greater Part of New-Ens 
land, the Holy Bible is in much greater Eſteem and 
ſe than it uſed to be: The great Things that are 
ontained in it, are much more the Subjects of Medi- 
ation and Converſition; and other Books of Piety have 
deen abundantly more in Uſe: The Lord's Day is 
nore religiouſly obſerved : And abundance has been 
ately done at making up Differences, and confeſſing 
aults one to another, ard making Reſtitution ; pro- 
ably more within theſe two Years, than was done in 
hirty Years before. And ſurprizing has been the 
Power of that Spirit that has been poured out on the 
and, to deſtroy old Grudges, and make up long-con- 
inued Breaches, and to bring thoſe that ſeem'd to 
e irreconcilable, to embrace each other in a ſincere 
nd entire Amity. | CaO 
Great Numbers have been brought to a deep Senſe 


n, 
on their own Sinfulneſs and Vileneſs; the Sinfulneſs of 
\eir Neir Lives, the Heinouſneſs of their Diſregard of the 
d Nothority of the great GOD, and the Heinouſneſs of 
oſe Neir living in Contempt of a Saviour: And many 


erſons have had ſuch a Senſe of their own Sinfulneſs, 
at they thought themſelves to be the worlt of all, 
hd that none ever was ſo vile as they. And ſo far as 
tion He are worthy to be credited one by another, in what 
ak- e ſay, (and Perſons of good Underſtanding and ſound, 
zuſly ind, and known and experienced Probity, have a 
ex- ht to be believ'd by their Neighbours, when they 


ally = ſpeak 


— of Things that fall under their Obſervation and f 
xperience) Multitudes have lately been brought to 
an Affiance and ſweet Reſt of Soul in Chriſt, as a 
glorious: Saviour, a ſtrong Rock and high Tower; 
accompanied with a ſenſible, ſtrong and ſweet Love to 
GOD, far ſurpaſſing all earthly Pleaſures ; and a Reſt 


of Soul in him, as a Portion and the Fountain of all Wt * 

Good; attended with an Abhorrence of Sin, and ear- Wi 0! 
neſt Longings after more Holineſs and Conformity to 

_ GOD, with a Senſe of the great Need of GODvMÞ: 

Help in order to Holineis of Life; together with a8 

moſt dear Love to all that are ſuppoſed to be the Chi: cu 

ne 


dren of GOD, and a Love to Mankind in general, 
and a moſt tender Compaſſion for the Souls of Sin- 
ners, and earneſt Deſires of the Advancement d 
Chriſt's Kingdom. | 

And many little Children have been. remarkably in 
lightned, their Hearts wonderfully affected and in- 
larged, and their Mouths open'd, in a Manner far be- 
yond their Years, to the juſt Aſtoniſhment of thoſe 


that heard them: Some of theſe are ſtill greatly e 
feted with the Glory of Divine Things, and the Eee 
cellence and Love of the Redeemer, having ther ©” 

_ Hearts filled with Love to and Joy in him, and corffied 
tinuing ſerious and pious in their Bebaviour. me 
9. And now let us conſider.— Is it not ſtrang gh 


that, in a Chriſtian Country, there ſhould be any a 
ax Loſs whoſe Work this is, whether the Work d 


GOD or of the Devil? Is it not a Shame to New Ic 
England, that ſuch a Work ſhould be doubted of here? d 
Need we look over the Hifories of all paſt Times, e. 
” ſee if there be lot ſome Circumſtances and extern hey 
- Appearances that attend this Work, that have ben ave 
formerly found among Enthuſiaſts? Whether tit 0 


Montanifts had not great Tranſports of Joy, and whe 
ther the French Prophets had not Agitations of Body! 
Nleſſed be God! He does not put us to the Toll « 
ſoch Enquiries. 'We need not ſay, Who hall aſet 
into Heaven, to bring us down ſomething whereby! 
judge of this Work ? Nor does GOD ſend us beyoi 


the Seas, Lor into palt Ages, to obtain a Rule thi 
D 
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ſhall ſatisfy us: But we have a Rule near at Hand, a 
ſacred Book that Go himſelf has put into cur Hande, 
with clear and infallible Marks ſufficient to refolve us; 
which Book we muſt reje&, not only in ſome particu-- 
lar Paſſages, but in the Subſtance of it, if we reject 
ſuch a Work, as not being the Work of Gop. The 
whole Tenor of the Goſpel proves it ; all the Notion, 
of Religion that the Scripture gives us confirms it, 

I ſuppoſe there is ſcarcely a Miniſter in this Land, 
debut has pray'd that Gop would pour out his Spirit, 
» I work a Reformation and Revival of Religion, and 
hal. turn us from our Intemperance, Profaneneſs, Unclean- 
a ness, Wordlineſs and other Sins ; and we have kept 

from Year to Year Days of publick Faſting and Prayer 
toGop, to humble ourſelves for our Sins, and to ſeek 
of Gop Forgiveneſs and Reformation : And now 
when ſo great and extenſive a Reformation is ſo ſud- 
denly and wonderfully accompliſhed, in thoſe very 
hings thit we have ſought to Gop for, ſhall we not 


* acknowledge it? And that becauſe (altho' indeed there 
ee ſuch a Work, attended with all theſe glorious Ef- 
Yr eds, yet) the Work is attended with a Mixture of Er- 


or and Imprudencies ; becauſe ſome Perſons are car- 
Nied away with Impreſſions, and are indiſcreet, and 
Koo cenſorious with their Zeal; and becauſe there are 
igh Tranſports of religious AﬀeCtions ; and becauſe 
df * Effects on Perſons Bodies that we don't under - 
and ? | | . 
10. Thoſe that are waiting for the Fruits, in order 
o determine whether this be the Work of Gop or 
o, would do well to conl:der two Things; 1. What 
hey are waiting for: Whether it be not this; To 
ave this Influence that is on the Minds of People over, 
nd then to ſee how they will behave themſelves ? 
hat is, to have Grace ſubſide, and Perſons grow cold 
nd dead ; and then to ſee whether they wilt behave 
emſelves with that Exactneſs and Brightneſs of Con- 
erſation, that is to be expected of lively Chriſtians, 
here are many that will not be ſatisfied with an 
xactneſs now; for they lay it to their Heat of Zeal, 
they call it; they are waiting to ſee whether 24 
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Spirit in the Apoſtles Days? And don't they ſtand pre- 


They would do well to conſider how fong they will 


| ſtrange Revolution, an unexpected, ſurprizing Overturn- 
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will carry themſelves as well when theſe AﬀeRions are 
over: That is, they are waiting to have Perſons ſicken 
and loſe their Strength, that they may ſee whether 
they will then behave themſelves like healthy. ſtrong 
Men. I would defire that they would alſo confider 
whether they be not waiting for more than is reaſonably 
to be expected, ſuppoſing this to be really a great 
Work of Gop ? Do not they expect fewer Inſtances of 
Apoſtacy, and Evidences of Hypocriſy, in thoſe that 
for the preſent ſeem to be under the Influences of the 
Spirit, than were after that great Out-pouring of the 


rd to make a mighty Argument of it againſt this 
Work, if there ſhould be H, ſo many? And, 2. 


wait to ſee the good Fruit of this Work, before they 
will determine in favour of it. Is not their Waiting 
unlimited ? The viſible Fruit that is to be expected of 
a Pouring-out of the Spirit of Gop on a Country, is 
a viſible Reformation in that Country: What Ref: 
formation has lately been brought to paſs by this Work, 
has been before obſerved ; and has it not continued 
long enough already, to give reafonable Satisfaction! 
Surely it is unreaſonable that our Expectations and 
Demands ſhoald be unlimited, and our Waiting with: 
out any Bounds. 

11. As there is the cleareſt Evidence, from thoſe 
Things that have been obſerved, that this is the Work 
of Gop; ſo it is evident that it is a very great and won. 
derful, and exceeding glorious Work of Go. This 5 
certain, that it is a great and wonderful Event, a 


ing of Things, ſuddenly brought to paſs ; ſuch as ne- 
ver has been ſeen in Neno-England, and ſcarce ever has 
been heard of in any Land. Who that ſaw the State 
of Things in Nexw=Engl/and a few Years ago, the State 
that it was ſettled in, and the Way that we had been 
ſo long going on iff, would have thought that in ſo 
little Time a there would be ſuch a Change ? 
Such a Work is, in its Nature, the moſt gloriow 
of any Work of Gop whatſoever, and is always (0 
N : ſpoken 
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doken of in Scripture. It is the Work of Redemp- 
on (the great End of all other Works of Gop, and 
f which the Work of Creation was but a Shadow) in 
e Event, Succeſs and End of it: It is the Work of 
ew Creation, that is infinitely more glorious than 
e Old. I am bold to iay, that the Work of Gop 
the Converſion of one Soul, is a more glorious Work 
f Gop than the Creation of the whole material Uni- 
rſe. It is the moſt glorious of Gop's Works, as it 
dove all others manifeſts the Glory of Gop; as it 
ews the exceeding Greatneſs of GOD"s Power, and 
e Glory and Riches of his Grace; wherein Chriſt has 
his We molt glorious Triumph over his Enemies, and 
2. herein Gop is moſt exalted: And it is a Work 
vil Nove all others glorious, as it concerns the Happineſs 
Mankind; more Happineſs, and a greater Benefit 
aug Wy Man, is the Fruit of each ſingle Drop of ſuch a 
of Wower, than all the temporal Good of the moſt happy 
, 3 evolution in a Land or Nation amounts to, or all 
2 : uf . People could gain by the Conqueſt of the 
» WT or'd. | | EL 
ved WY And as this Work is very glorious in its Nature, ſo it 
on" in the Extent of it; being in this reſpe& vaſtly be- 
and nd any that ever was known in New-England. 
ith" Where has formerly ſometimes been a remarkable A- 
kning, in ſome particalar Congregation : But now 
bot ob has brought to paſs a new Thing, he has wrought 
ork Neat Work of this Nature, that has extended from 
von. e End of the Land to the other, beſides what has 

us > en wrought in other Hritiſb Colonies in America. 
t, rhe Work is very glorious in the great Numbers 
urn t have been turned from Sin to Gop. How high 
ne- Honour, and great Reward of their Labours, have 
r has Wc eminent Perſons fignified that they "ſhould eſteem 
aa if they ſhould be made the Inſtruments of the Con- 
State ion of but oe Soul? No greater Event than that 
been tought worthy of great Notice in Heaven, amongſt 
Holls of glorious Angels, who rejoice and ſing on 
h an Occaſion: And when there are many Thou- 
27108 ds converted, ſhall it be. eſteemed worth but little 
ys lo Bice, and be mentioned with Coldneſs and Indiffe- 
rence 


— — 


though the Work was quick, yet the Thing wrouy| 
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1 
rence here on Earth, by thoſe among whom ſuch 
Work is wrought ? 

The Work has been very glorious and wonderfu! | 
many Grcumſtances of it, wherein Gop has in an u 
common Manner made his Power conſpicuous ; as | 
the extraordinary Degrees of Awakning, the Sudden 
of Converſions in innumerable Inſtances, in what 


is manifeſtly durable. How common a Thing has 
been for great Part of a Congregation to be at on 
moved by a mighty inviſible Power; and for 
eight or ten Souls to be converted to Gop at ona 
in whom the viſtble Change ſtill continues? How gr 
an Alteration has been made in ſome populous Tout 
the Change ſtill abiding? And how many very vici 
Perſons have been wrought. upon, ſo as to become | 
fibly New Creatures? Gop has alſo made his H 
very viſible, and his Work glorious, in the many lit 
Children that have been wrought upon, any one 
which formerly would have been , thought fo 
markable, as to be worthy to be recorded, and p 
liſhed thro' the Land. pf 
The Work is alſo exceeding glorious in the! 
Attainments of Chriſtians, in the extraordinary Deg Pe: 
of Light, Love and ſpiritual Joy, that Gop ha ost 
ſtowe * great Multitudes. In this Reſpect ou 
the Land in ail Parts has abounded with ſuch In rip: 


ces, any one of which, if they had happen'd formaMo6:; 


would have been thought worthy to be taken Nord, 
of throughout the Brit Dominions. The New; 
ruſalem in this ReſpeQ has begun to come down f 
Heaven, and perhaps never were more of the! 
bations of Heaven's Glory given upon Earth. 

There being a great many Errors and Irregulan 
mix'd with this Work of God, ariſing from 
Weakneſs, Darkneſs and Corruption, does not hind 
from being very glorious. Our Foll es and Sins | 
we mix, do in ſome Reſpects manifeſt the Glory of 
The Glory of Divine Power and Grace is ſet off 
the greater Luſtre, by what appears at the ſame! 


of the Weakneſs of the earthen Veſſel. "ny 
Y 


6 


leaſure that there ſhould be ſomething remarkably 
o manifeſt the Weakneſs and Unworthineſs of the 
ubjeR, at the ſame Time that he diſplays the Excel. 
ncy of his Power and Riches of his Grace. And 1 
oubt not but ſome of thoſe Things that make us here 
> look on this Work with a diſpleaſed Countenance, 
o heighten the Songs of the Angels, when they 
raiſe Gop and the Lamb for the Glory of Gopꝰ All- 
fliciency, and the Eſficacy of Chriſt's Redemption. 


n. 


bewing the Obligation that all are under t 
acknowledge, rejoice in, and Promote this 
Mork. 


d p 

HERE are many Things in the Word of 
he þ Gop, which ſhew that when Gon remarkably 
e pears for his Church, and againſt his Enemies, it is a 
has ot d ingcrous Thing to be ſlow and backward to ac- 
0 owledge Gop in the Work, Chrict's People are in 


ripture repreſented as his Army ; he is the Lord of 
» mots or Armies; he is the Captain of the Hoſt of the 


| Nord, the Captain of his People's Salvation: And 
66 terefore it may well be highly reſented, if they don't 
n ſort to him when he orders his Banner to be diſplayed; 
he r chey refuſe to follow him when he blows the Trum- 

t, and gloriouſly appears going forth againſt his Ene- 
alan ies. Gov expects that every living Soul ſhould have 
om Ws Attention rouſed on ſuch an Occaſion, ſhould cheey- * 
hindllly yield to the Call, and heedfully and diligently 


ey it: All ye Inhabitants of the World, and Davellers 


ry OS ib Earth, ſee ye when he lifteth up an Enfign on the 
oft WWountains ; and when he bloweth the Trumpet, hear ye. 
of. a, Ixviii. 3. How ſevere is the Martial Law in ſuch 
15 a 


© OD 
a Caſe, when any of an Army refuſes to obey thy 
Sound of the Trumpet, and follow his General to the 
Battle? Gop at ſuch a Time appears in peculiar Ma. 
nifeſtations of his Glory; and therefore to lie ſlill, and 
refuſe to follow Gop, will be reſented as an high Cor- 
tempt of him. t 

At a Time when Gop manifeſts himſelf in ſuch; 
Work for his Church, there is no ſuch thing as being 
Neuters ; there is a Neceſſity of being either for d 
againſt the King that then gloriouſly appears. So i 
was when Chriſt came down from Heaven in his Incar- 
nation, and appeared on Earth in his Human Preſence; 
there was no ſuch. thing as being, neither on his Sid 
nor againſt him: Thoſe that ſat ſtill and ſaid nothing 
and did. not declare for him, and come and join wid 
him, after he, by his Word and Works, had giva 
ſufficient Evidence who he was, were juſtly look d upa 
as his Enemies; as Chriſt ſays, Matth. xii. 30. He tha 
is not with me is agcinſt me; and he that gathereth nil 


with me, ſcattereth abroad. So it is in a Time whaWhfite 
Chriſt is remarkably ſpiritually preſent, as well as When u, 
he is bodily preſent; and when he comes to carry ft. 
the Work of Redemption in the Application of it, . 
well as in the Revelation and Purchaſe. If a Ki» 
ſhould come into one of his Provinces, that had bee 
oppreſs'd by its Foes, where ſome of his Subjects hai hat 
fallen off to the Enemy, and join'd with them againi_h T 
their lawful Sovereign; I ſay, if the lawful Sovereig roc 
himſelf ſhould come into the Province, and ſhould rid tum 
forth there againſt his Enemies, and ſhould call upaW po 
all that were on his Side to come and gather themſebe f 8 
to him; there would be no ſuch Thing, in ſuch ion 
Caſe, as ſtanding neuter: They that lay ſtill and (tad lac 
at a Diſtance would undoubtedly be looked upon znilifWie | 
treated as Rebels. So in the Day of Battle, when ty rud 
Armies join, there is no ſuch thing for any preſent . 9. 
being of neither Party, all muſt be on one Side or th co 
other; and they that are not found with the Conquehus, 
in ſuch a Caſe, muſt expect to. fall with the reſt of i {tr 
Enemies. WI 
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2. When Gop manifeſts himſelf with ſuch glorious. | 
Power, he appears eſpecially determined to put Ho- 
our upon his Son, and to fulfil his Oath, that he would 
ake every Knee to how, ond every Tongue to confeſs him. 
Bach a Day is a Day of his Power, wherein he ſhall 
ule in the midſt of his Enemies; theſe eſpecially are 
he Times wherein God declares his firm Decree, that 
his Son ſhall reign on his holy Hill of Zion: And there- 
ore thoſe that at ſuch a Time do not 41/5 the Son, as he 
hen appears in the Glory of his Majeſty, expoſe them- 
elves to periſb from the Way, and to be daſb d in Pieces 


with a Rod of Iron. 
ing It always «is fo, that when Chriſt is in a peculiar 
wii anner manifeſted, by a glorious Work of Gob in his 
ire Thurch, as a Foundation and a Sanctuary for ſome, he 
p a Stone of Stumbling and a Rock of Offence to 
thdthers. They that continue long to be offended at 


»ch a Work of Chrilt, ſtumble at Chriſt, and are 
dffended in him. But how dangerous is it to continue 
always ſtumbling at ſuch a Work, for ever doubting of 
t, and forbearing fully to acknowledge it, and give 
t, op the Glory of it! Such Perſons are in danger to 
o and fall backward, and be broken, and ſnared and 
alen, and to have Chriſt a Stone of Stumbling to them, 
That ſhall be an Occaſion of their Ruin. 
The Prophet 1/aiah, ch, xxix. 14. ſpeaks of Gop's 

reinWproceeding to do a marvellous Worlc, that which ſhould 
ride tumble and confound the Wiſe and Prudent, which the 
upon poltle, in Ads xiii. 41. applies to the glorious Work 
ſelvehf Salvation wrought in thoſe Days by the Redemp- 
ach ion of Chriſt. The Prophet in the Context of that 
tai lace, J/. xxiix. ſpeaking of the ſame Thing, and of 
1 ane Prophets and Rulers and Seers, thoſe Wiſe and 
n ty rudent, whoſe Eyes Gop had cloſed, ſays to them, 
nt a 9. Stay yourſelves and wonder, I leave it to others 
or theo conſider whether it be not natural to interpret it 
juerd! hus, Wonder at this marvellous Work ; let it be a 
* ſtrange Thing, a great Myſtery that you know not 
* What to make of, and that you are very flow and 
Wheall backward to acknowledge, long delaying to come 
to a Determination concerning it.“ And what Per- 


D | {oſs. 


Tons are in Danger of, that are thus ſlow to acknow. 
ledge Gop in ſuch a Work, we learn by that of tl w 
Apoſtle, Behold, ye Deſpiſers, and wonder and peri, t 
for J work a Work in your Days, a Work which al >3 
hall in nowiſe believe, tho* a Man declare it unto you. C 
3. The Church is called upon greatly to rejoice, th 
when at any time Chrift remarkably appears, to eu ac 
large his own Kingdom, and to deliver poor Souls ou w. 
of the Pit wherein there is no Water. In Zech. ix. 0,08 P” 
10, 11. Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion; ſhout, 
0 Daughter of Jeruſalem ; behold, thy ing cometh um 
thee ; he is juſt, and having Salvation. Chriſt wa 
pleaſed to give a typical Repreſentation of ſuch an B. 
vent, in his folemn F 'y into Teru/alem, which wu 
a Type of the Church or Daughter of Zion, ther 
ſpoken of, probably intending it as a Figure of that 
great aQtual F ulfilment of this Prophecy, that was to 
after his Aſcenfion. When he made this kis ſolem 
Entry into Feru/alem, and the whole Multitude of the 
Difeiples were rejoicing and praifing Gon, with loulf 
Voices, for all the mighty Works that they had ſeen, 
the Phariſees ſaid, Maſter, rebuke thy Diſciples ; bu 
we are told, Luke xix. 39, 40. He anſwered and /illf 
unto them, I tell you, that if theſe ſhould hold thi 
Peace, the Stones would immediately cry out. Signifyin 
that if Chriſt's Diſciples ſhould be unaffeted on ſuch} 
an Occaſion, and ſhould not appear openly to acknow- 
ledge and rejoice in the Glory of Gop, it woull 
' manifeſt ſuch a fearful Hardnefs of Heart, that the 
very Stones would condemn them. Should not thi 
a thoſe conſider, who have held their Peace 6 


long, fince Chriſt has ſo wonderfully manifeſted blf< 
Glory in this mighty Work of his Spirit, and ſo man * 
3 


of his Diſciples have been rejoicing and praiſing 600 
with loud Voices? 

. The great Danger of not joining with Gov) 
People at that glorious Day is alſo repreſented, Ja. x. 
12. For the Nation and Kingdom that will not ſera 
thee full periſh; yea, thoſe Nations ſpall be utter) 
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Moſt of the great temporal Deliverances that were 
wrought for 1/rael of old, as Expoſitors obſerve, were 
typical of the great ſpiritual Works of Gop for the 
Salvation of Mens Souls, and the Proſperity of his 
Church, in the Days of the Goſpel ; and eſpecially did 
they repreſent that greateſt of all Gop's Works of 
actual Salvation, that ſhall be in the latter Days; 
which, is above all others the appointed Time, and 
proper Seaſon of actual Redemption of Mens Souls. 
But it may be obſerved, that if any appeared to op- 
poſe Gop's Work in thoſe great temporal Deliverances ; 
or if there were any of his People, that on ſuch Occa- 
E. (ons lay ill, and ſtood at a Diſtance, and did not ariſe 
wu and acknowledge Go p in his Wark, and appear to pro- 
mote it, it was what in a remarkable Manner incenſed 
cha "gh Anger, and brought his Curſe upon ſuch Per- 
ons. 

So, when Gop wrought that great Work of bring- 
ing the Children of 1/-ae/ out of Egypt, (which was a 
Type of Gep's delivering his Church out of the ſpi- 


een, ritual Egypt) how highly did Gop reſent it, when the 
dul Vaelites appeared as Oppoſers in that Affair? And 
ei dreadfully did he curſe them for it? Exod. xvii, 
88" 4» 15, 16. 4nd the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, write this 
uin Wor a Memorial in a Book, and rebearſe it in the Ears of 
{Joſhua 3 for I will utterly put out the Remembrance of 


\malek from under Heaven. And Moſes built an Altar, 


ould called the Name. of it Jehovah-Niſli. For he ſaid, 
t we ecauſe the Lord æuill bave War with Amalek from Ge- 


eration to Generation. And how highly did Gop reſent 
tin the Moabites and Ammonites, that they did not 
end an helping Hand? Deut. xxiii. 3, 4 An Ammo- 
ite or Moabite all not enter into the Congregation of 
he Lord; even to their tenth Congregation, ſhall they 
ot enter into the Congregation of the Lord for ever: 
becauſe they met you not with Bread and Water in the 
ay, rohen ye came forth out of Egypt. 
5. That was a glorious Work of God that he wrought , 
or Hrael, when he delivered them from the Canaanites, 
the Hand of Deborah and Barak: Which makes 
eborah exultingly to ſay, Judg. v. 31. O my Soul, 
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thou haſt trodden down Strength ! Chrift with his he: Ii 
venly Hoſt was engaged in that Battle; and therefor li. 
'tis ſaid, v. 20. They fought from Heawen, the Stars n D 
their Courſes fought againſt Siſera. The Work of Goy 
therefore, in this Victory ard Deliverance wrought fo v 
Ijrael, was a Type of that Victory and Deliverance 
which he will accompliſh for his Church in that grea E. 
Battle, that laſt Conflict that the Church ſhall have 
with her open Enemies, as appears by Rev. xvi. 16 
(ſpeaking of that great Battle) And he gathered then 
together into a Place, called in the Hebrew Tongue, At. 
mageddon, . e. the Mountain of Megiddo ; alluding 
to the Place where the Battle was fought with the Hol 
of Si/era, Judg. v. 19. The Kings came and fought, th 
Kings of Canaan in Taanach, by the Waters of Me 
giddo. Which can ſignify nothing elſe than that thi 
Battle, which Chriſt and his Church ſhall have wit 
their Enemies, is the Antitype of the Battle that wa 
fought there. But what a dreadful Curſe did ſome of 
1frael bring upon themſelves, by lying full at tha 
Time, and not putting to an * Hand? Tudp.1 
23. Curſe ye Meroz, ſaid the Angel of the Lord, cun 


ye bitterly the Inhabitants thereof: becauſe they came ide! 
to the Help of the Lord, to the Help of the Lord agailia d 
the Mighty. It ſeems. the Inhabitants of Meroz wei Go 
unbelieving concerning this great Work, nor wou cee 
they hearken to Deborab's Pretences, nor did it ent ow. 
- Into them that ſuch a poor defenceleſs Company ſhoui cou 
ever prevail againſt thoſe that were ſo mighty; the Th 
did not acknowledge the Hand of Gop, and theretogWpoo 
ſtood at a Diſtance, and did nothing to promote Fat 
Work: But what a bitter Curſe did they bring up app 
"themſelves by it! | 7 | and 
"Tis very probable that one great Reaſon why Med! 
| Tnhabitants of Meroz were fo unbelieving concern Vic 
this Work, was, that they argued à priori; they d Tho: 
not like the Beginning of it, it being a Woman ent 
- firſt led the Way, and had the chief Conduct in Mira 
Affair; nor could they believe that ſuch deſpicable Hof t 
ſtruments, as a Company of unarmed Slaves, were en 


(41) 

like to effect ſo great a Thing; and Pride and Unbe- 
lief w-ought together, in not being willing to follow 
Deborah to the Battle. 

00 6. It was another glorious Work of Gop that he 
for wrought in the Victory obtained by Gideon over the 
e antes and Amolektites, and the Children of the 
Eaſt, wen they came up like Graſhoppers, a Multi- 
tude tnat could not be number'd. This alſo was a 
remarkable Type of the Victory of Chriſt and his 
Church over his Enemies; as is evident by the Manner 
of it, which was not by human Sword or Bow, but on- 
ly by blowing of Trumpets, and by Lights in earthen 
Veſlels. We read that, on this Occaſion, Gideon call- 
ed the People together to help in this great Affair; 
and that accordinply great Numbers reſorted to him, 
and came to the Help of the Lord, Juag. vii. 23, 24. 
But there were ſome that were unbelieving, and would 
not acknowledge the Hand of Gop in that Work. 
W They were the Inhabitants of Succotb and Penuel. 
Gideon defired their Help, when he was purſuing after 
Zeba and Zalmunna ; but they deſpiſed his Pretences, 
and his Confidence of the Lord's being on his Side, to 
geliver thoſe two great Princes into the Hands of ſuch 
a deſric ble Company as he and his three hundred Men. 
Goo proceeded in this Work in a Way that was ex- 
ceeding croſs to their Pride. And they alſo refuſed to 
own the Work, becauſe they argued à priori; they 
could not believe that Gop would do ſuch great 
Things by ſuch a deſpicable Inſtrument, one of ſuch a 
poor, mean Family in Manaſſeb, and he the leaſt in his 
Father's Houſe 3 and the Company that was with him 
appeared very wretched, being but three hundred Men, 
and they weak and faint. But we ſee how they ſuffer- 
ed for their Folly. Gideon, when he returned from the 
Victory, took them, and taught them with the Briers and 
Thorns of the Wilderneſs, and beat down the Tower of 
enuel, and flew the Men of the City, Judg. 8. This 
11 all Probability Gideon did, as directed by the Angel 
of the Lord, that is Chriſt, that firſt caſſed him, and 
ſent him forth in this Battle, and inſtructed and direct - 
ed him in the whole Affair. 4 
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brought upon 


b (42) 
7. At the Return of the Ark of Gop to dwell in 
Zion, in the midſt of the Land of 1/7-ael, after it had 
been long abſent, firſt in the Land of the Philiſtines 
and then in Kirjatb. jearim, we have an Account that 
all the People — Shihor of Egypt, even unto the en- 
tering in of Hemath, gathered * * to aſſiſt in that 
great Affair: and that all Iſrael brought up the Ark of 
#he Covenant of the Lord, with Shouting, and with 
Sound of Cornet, and with Trumpets, and with Cymbal;, 
making a Noiſe with P/ſalteries and Harps, 1 Chron. xiii, 
2, 5. and xv. 28, And not only the Men, but the 
Women of 1/-ael, the Daughters of Zion, appeared as 
publickly joining in the Praiſes and Rejoicings that 
were on that Occaſion, 2 Sam. vi. ig. But we read of 
one of David's Wives, even Michal, Saul's Daughter, 
who did not appear with others to rejoice and praiſe 
Gop, but kept away, and ſtood at a Diſtance, as diſ- 
affected, and diſliking the Management; ſhe deſpiſed 
and ridiculed the Tran ports and extraordinary Mani- 
feſtations of Joy that then were; and the Curſe that 
ſhe brought upon herſelf by it was that of being barre 
to the Day of her Death.—Let this be a Warning to us: 
Let us take heed, in. this. Day of the bringing up of 
the Ark of Gon, we do not ſhew ourſelves bo be the 
Children of rebellious Saul, by our ſtanding aloof, not 
joining in Praiſe, and diſliking and deſpiſing the Joys 
and Aﬀections of God's People becauſe they are to fo 
high a Degree; and fo bring the Curſe of perpetual 
Barrenneſs upon our Souls. | 

And that we may be warned not to continue doabt- 
ing and unbelieving concerning this Work, þ :cauſe of 


the extraordinary Degree of it, and the Suddenneſs and boſe 
Swiftneſs, of the Accompliſhment of the great Thing - 
that pertain to it; let us conſider the Example of the at 
eff a Lord in S«marie. "The Prophet Eliſha de R 
foretold that the great Famine in Samaria ſhould, ines 
one Day, be turned into an extraordinary Plenty; but Inge 


the Work was too great and too ſudden for him to be- 
lieve : Says he, IF the Lord ſhould make Windows in 
Heawen, might this Thing be? And the Curſe that he 
imſelf by it was, that he ſaw it * 
* i 
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with God, v. 18. Then the Spirit came napon Amaſai 
who was Chief of the Captains, and he ſaid, Thine ay, 
ave, David, and on thy Side, thou Son of Jeſſe: Peace, 
Peace be unto thee, and Peace be to thine Helpers ; fy 


thy God helpeth thee. So we may conclude, that Gos 
will much more give his Bleſſing to ſuch as come to the 
Help of the Lord, when he ſets his own Son as Kiny 
on his holy Hill of Zion. e 
The favourable Notice that GOD will take of ſuck 
as appear to promote the Work of GOD, at ſuch x 
Time as this, may alſo be argued from ſuch a very par. 
ticular Notice being taken in the ſacred Records, of 
thoſe that helped in rebuilding the Wall of Jeruſalin, 
upon the Return from the Bach loniſb Captivity, Ng, 
Chap. iii. 

9. But above all others, is GOD's Eye upon Mini. 
ſters of the Goſpel, as expecting of them, that they 
ſhould ariſe, and acknowledge and honour him in fuch 
a Work as this, and co their utmoſt to encourage and 
promote it : For to promote fuch a Work, is the very 
Buſineſs which they are called and devoted to; *tis the 
Office to which they are appointed, -as Co-workers with 
Chriit, and as his Embaſſadors, to awaken and conver 
Sinners; *tis the Buſineis they have been ſolemnly 
charged with before G00, Angels and Men, and that 
they have given up themſelves to, by the moſt ſacred 
Vows. Theſe eſpecially are the Officers of Chrills 


Kingdom, that, above all other Men upon. Earth, do 


repreſent his Perſon, unto whom Chriſt has committed 
the ſacred Oracles, and holy Ordinances, and all hi 
appointed Means of Grace, to be adminiſter'd by them; 
they are the Stewards of his Houſhold, into whose 
Hands he has committed its Provifion ; the immorta 
Souls of Men are committed to them, as a Flock d 
Sheep are committed to the Care of a Shepherd: I. 
expected of them, above all others, that they ſhould 
have Underſtanding of the Times, and know what 
Jſrael ought to do; for 'tis their Buſineſs to acquaint 
themſelves with Things pertaining to the Kingdom 
GOD, and to teach and enlighten others therein, * 

tail 
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that are employed in the ſacred Work of the Goſpel- 
Miniſtry, are the Watchmen over the City, to whom 
GOD has committed the Keys of the Gates of Zion; 
and if, when the rightful King of Zion comes to deliver 
his People, we refuſe to open the Gates to him, how 
greatly ſhall we expoſe ourſelves to his Wrath? We 
are appointed to be the Captains of the Hoſt in this 
War: And if a General will highly reſent it in a pri- 
vate Soldier, if he refuſes to follow him when his Ban- 
ner is diſplay'd, and his Trumpet blown; how much 
more will he reſent it in the Officers of his Army ? 
The Goſpel-Miniſtry, is the principal Means that Gop 
has appointed for carrying on his Work in the Souls of 
Men; and tis his Will, that whenever that glorious 
Revival of Religion, and Reformation of the World, 
is accompliſhed, it ſhould be principally by the Eabours 
of his Miniſters ; and therefore how heinous will it be 
in the Sight of GOD, if, when a Work of that Na- 
ture is begun, we appear unbelieving, flow, backward 
and diſaffected? There was no ſort of Perions among 
the Fewws that was treated with ſuch Manifeſtations of 
GOD's great Diſpleaſure, for not acknowledging 
Chriſt, and the Work of his Spirit, in the Days of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as the Miniſters of Religion : 
See how Chriſt Ts with them for it, in the 23d 
Chapter of Matthew; With what Gentleneſs dd 
— treat Publicans and Harlots, in Compariſon of 
em? 

10. If Miniſters preach never ſo good Doctrine, and 
are never ſo 1 and laborious in their Work, yet 
if, at ſuch a Time as this, they ſhew their People that 
they are not well affected to this Work, they will do 
their People a great deal more Hurt than Good : For 
the very Fame of ſuch a Work of GOD, if their 
People were ſuffered to believe it to be his Work, would 
be likely to have a greater Inflaence upon their Minds, 
to animate them in Religion, than all their Labours: 
And beſides, their Miniſters Opinion won't only beget 
in them a Suſpicion of the Work they hear of abroad, 
whereby the mighty Hand of GOD, that appears in 
it, loſes its Influence upon their Minds; but it will on 
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tend to create a Suſpicion of every Thing of the lik 
Nature, that ſhall appear among themſelves, as bein 
ſomething of the ſame Diſtemper that is become 
epidemical in the Land; and that is, in effect, to creat 
a Suſpicion of all vital Religion, and to put the People 
upon talking againſt it, and diſcouraging it, whereve 
it appears, and knocking it in the Head as faſt as it 
riſes. And we that are Miniſters, by looking on this 
Work from Year to Year with a diſpleaſed Counts. 
nance, keep the Sheep from their Paſture, inſtead d 
doing the Part of Shepherds to them, by feeding them; 
and our People had a great deal better be without au 
ſettled Miniſter at all, at ſuch a Time as this. 

We that are in this ſacred Office: had need to take 
heed what we do, and how we behave ourſelves at thi 
Time. If we hinder and ſtand in the Way of the 
Work of GOD, whoſe Buſineſs above all others it i 
to promote it, how can we expect to partake of the 
glorious Benefits of it? 'Thoſe awful Words of Chil 
to the Few Teachers, ſhould be confidered by u, 
Marth. xxiii. 13. Wo unto you, for you ſhut up the King 
dom of Heaven; — for ys neither go in yourſelves, neithn 
Suffer ye them that are entring, to go in. If we keg 
the Sheep from their Paſture, how: ſhall we anſwer it w 
the great Shepherd, that has bought the Flock with hi 
precious Blood, and has committed the Care of then 
to us? I would hambly deſire of every Miniſter hat 
has thus long remained diſaffected to this Work, and 
has had contemptible Thoughts of it, to conlider 
whether he has not hitherto been like Michal, without 
any Child, or at leaſt in a great Meaſure barren and 
unſucceſsful in his Work : I pray GOD it may not bea 
perpetual Barrenneſs, as hers was. 

Miniſters ſhould eſpecially take heed of a Spirit df 
Envy towards other Miniſters, whom God is pleaſed to 
make more Uſe of to carry on his Work than they; 
and that they don't, from fuch a Spirit, reproach ſome 
Preachers, that have the true Spirit, as tho' they wert 
influenced by a falſe Spirit, or were bereft of Reaſon 
and were mad, or were proud, falſe Pretenders, and 
deſerved to be put in Priſon, or the Stocks, as Diſturd- 


ers 
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of the Peace ; leſt they expoſe themſelves to the 
Curſe of Shemaiah the Nehelamite, who envied the 
Prophet Jeremiah, and in this Manner reviled him, in 
his Letter to Zephaniah the Prieſt, Fer. xxix. 26, 27. 
Le Lord hath made thee Prieſt in the ſtead of Jehoiada 
the Prieſt, that ye ſhould be Officers in the Houſe of the 

ord, for every Man that is mad, and maketh himſelf a 
 rophet, that thou ſhouldſt put him in Priſon, and in the 


tocks, Now therefbre, why haft thou not 'reproved Jes 
dremiah of Anathoth, auhich maketh himſelf a Prophet to 
mi? His Curſe is denounced in the 32d Verſe, There- 
yori thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, I wwill puniſh Shemaiah 


he Nehelamite, and his Seed : He ſhall not have a Man 
o dwell among his People, neither ſhall he behold the 
ood that I auill do for my People, ſaith the Lord, becauſe 
be hath taught Rebellion againſt the Lord. a 

'Tis our wiſeſt Way, fully, and without Reluctance, 
o bow to the great GOD in this Work, and to be en- 


ri irely reſigned to him, with reſpect to the Manner in 
Which he carries it on, and the Inſtruments he is pleaſ- 
id to make uſe of; not ſullenly to refuſe to acknow- 
tor W-doe the Work, in the full Glory of it, becauſe we 
ce) have not had ſo great a Hand in promoting it, or 
it 10 Whared fo largely in the Bleſſings of it as ſome others; 
ruh d not to refuſe to give all that Honour, that belongs 
* o others as Inſtruments, becaaſe they are young, or 
t 


re upon other Accounts much inferior to ourſelves and 
nany others, and may appear to us very unworthy that 
op ſhonld put ſo much Honour upon them. If Gop has 
Deſign of carrying on this Work, every one, whether 
e be great or ſmall, muſt either bow to it, or be 
roken before it. It may be expected that GOD's 
and will be upon every Thing that is high, and ſtiff, 
nd ſtrong in Oppoſition ; as in I/. ii. 12, 13, 14, 15. 
or the Day of the Lord ef Hoſts ſhall be upon every one 
bat is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted 
„ and he Hall be brought low ; and upon all the Ce- 


weil Br: of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon 
aſon, WI! the O.hs of Baſhan, and upon all the high Mountains, 
* 4 d upon all the Hills that are lifted up, and upon every 


% Tower, and upon every fenced Wall. 


I 11. But 
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11. But not only Miniſters, but every living Soul, is 
now obliged to ariſe and acknowledge GOD in his 
Work, and put to his Hand to promote it, as they 
would not expoſe themſelves to GOD's Curſe. All 
ſorts of Perſons throughout the whole Congregation of 
1/-ael, Great and Small, Rich and Poor, Men and 
Women, helped to build the Tabernacle in the Wil. 


derneſs; ſome in one Way, others in another, each V 
one according to his. Capacity): Every one aue che 
Heart ſtirred him up, and every one whom his Spiri try, 
made willing ; all Sorts contributed, and all Sorts wereMore: 
employed in that Affair, both Men and Women. Ani the) 
thus it ought to be in this Day of building the Taber-W4- + 
nacle of GOD; with ſuch a willing and chearful He Ca 
ought every Man, Woman and Child, to do ſome-WChr 
thing to promote this Work: Thoſe that have no (ou 
Onyx-ſtones, or are not able to bring Gold or Silver, Vith 
yet may bring Goats Hair. 1: 
We have an Account, how that all Sorts aſſiſted M call 
the rebuilding the Wall of Feruſalem, not only thefMlnſiii 
proper Inhabitants of Feru/a/em, but thoſe that dweltWcit 
in other Parts gf the Land. And we have an Account: an 
of one and another, that he repaired over again l Not 
Houſe, and of one that repaired over again/? his Chan be 
ber. So now, at this Time of rebuilding the Walls Mea 
Feruſalem, every one ought to promote the Work omuc! 
GOD within his own Sphere, and by doing what beWpecal 
longs to him, in the Place GOD has ſet hin rule, 
Men in a private Capacity may repair over againlthem 
their Houſes; and even thoſe that have not thdar!: 
Government of Families, and have but a Part eget 
a Houſe belonging to them, ſhould zrepair each cha 
over againſt his Chamber: And every one ſhould Het i 
engaged to do the utmoſt that lies in his Power, labourWot G 
ing with the utmoſt Watchfulneſs, Care and Diligence Heav 
with united Hearts, and united Strength, and tiWarth 
greateſt Readineſs, to aſſiſt one another in this Work ume 
as God's People rebuilt the Wall of Feru/alem, what 
were ſo diligent in the Work, that they wrought Fug. 
Break of Day till the Stars appeared, and did not Nee vi 


much as put off their Clothes in the Night; 2nd 
wrough 
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wrought with that Care and Watchfulneſs, that with 
one Hand they wrought in the Work, and with the other 
bell a Weapon ; and were ſo well ynited in it, that they 
took Care that one ſhould ſtand ready with a Trumpet 
in his Hand, that, if any were aſſaulted in one Part, 
thoſe in the other Parts, at the Sound of the Trumpet, 
might reſort to them, and help them. 8 

We ſhould take heed that at this Day we be not like 
the Gadarenes, who when Chriſt came into their Coun- 
try, in the Exerciſe of his glorious Power, triumphin 
en over a Legion of Devils, were all alarmed, 2 
And they loſt their Swine by it; and à whole Multitude of 
ber Wb: Country came, and beſought him to depart out of their 
ean Ct. They loved their Swine better than Jeſus 
me. Chriſt; and had rather have a Legion of Devils in their 
Country with their Herd of Swine, than Jeſus Chriſt 
without them. | | | | 

12, Inftead of coming to the Help of the Lord, we 
ſhall actually fight againſt him, if we are abundant in 
nſilting on the Blemithes of the Work, ſo as to mani- 
felt that we are more forward to take notice of what 
is amiſs, than what is good and glorious in the Work. 
Not but that the Errors that are committed ought to 
be obſerved and lamented, and the moſt probable 
Means uſed to have them amended ; but an inſiſting 
much upon them, as tho? it were a pleaſing Theme, or 
ſpeaking of them with Heat of Spirit, or with Ridi- 
ale, or an Air of Contempt, rather than Grief for 
hem, has no Tendency to correct the Errors; but to 
darken the Glory of GOD's Power and Grace, and to 
beget Jealouſies and ill Thoughts in the Minds of others. 
hatever Errors many zealous Perſons have run into, 
yet if the Work, in the Subſtance of it, be the Work 
df GOD, then it is a joyful Day indeed; *tis ſo in 
Heaven, and ought to be ſa among GOD's People on 
Earth. * Tis a Day of great rejoicing with Chriſt 


Vork imſelf, the good Sher! erd, when he finds his Sheep 
, what was loſt. If we therefore are Chriſt's Friends, 
fg ow it ſhould be a Day of great rejoicing with us. If 
not i 


we view'd Things in a juſt Light, ſo great an Event as 
E E | the 


i. 
rough 
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the Converſion of ſuch a Multitude of Sinners, woul 
engage our Attention much more than all the Impn 
dencies and Irregularities that have been; our Hean 
would be {ſwallowed up with the Glory of this Event 
and we ſhould have no. great Diſpoſition to attend 
any thing elſe, The Imprudences and Errors of pa 
feeble Worms do not hinder great Rejoicing, in th 
Angels of GOD, over ſo many poor Sinners that hay 
repented ; and it will be an Argument of ſomethin 
very ill, if they prevent our Rejoicing. | 

GOD doubrleis now expects, that all ſorts of Perſot 
in New- England, Miniſters and People, High and Loy 
Rich and Poor, Old and Young, ſhould take great n 
tice of his Hand in this mighty Work of his Gras 
and ſhould appear to acknowledge his Glory in it, a 
greatly to rejoice in it, every one doing his utmoſt, 
the Place that GOD has ſet them in, to promo 
it. And GOD, according to his wonderful Patie 

ſeems to be ſtill waiting, to give us Opportunity th 


to acknowledge and honour him: But, if we final Fir 
refuſe, there is not the leaſt Reaſon to expect any otheWhich 
than that his awful Curſe will purſue us, and that till. uſe 


Pourings out of his Wrath will be proportionable 
the Pourings out of his Grace, which we have d 
ſpiſed. 


PART III. 


hewing many Inſtances, wherein the Subjefts, 
or Promoters of this Work, have been in- 
juriouſly blamed, 


—_ 


N treating of the Methods to be taken to promote 
this Work, I would, 1. Take notice, wherein 
ault has been found with the Conduct of the Subjects, 
Prometers of it, beyond juſt. Cauſe. 2. I would 
what Things ought to be correQed or avoided. 
rd, 3. What ought to be done to promote it. 


Fir, I would take notice of ſome Things, at 
hich Offence has been taken without or beyond juſt 
auſe. | 


1. One Thing that has been complained of is, 
iniſters addrefing themſelves to the Afections of 
eir Hearers, and ſtriving to raiſe their Pans rather 
y Earneſtneſs in Voice and Geſture, than by clear 
eaſoning: By which Means, it is objeQed, the Af- 
ons are moved, without a proportionable Inlighten- 
gof the Underſtanding. 

To which I would ſay, J am far from thinking that 
is not very profitable for Miniſters, in their Preach- 
7, tg explain the Doctrines of Religion, unravel the 
hiffgulties that attend them, to confirm them with 
renzth of Reaſon and Argumentation, and alſo to 
dierve ſome Method and Order herein: Yet I believe 
e Objection made, of Affections raiſed without in- 
phtening the Underſtanding, is in a great meaſure 
lt on a Miſtake, and contuſed Notions that ſome 
ave, about the Nature and Cauſe of the AﬀeRion® 
E 2 and 
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1 
and the Manner in which they depend on the Un 
. derſtanding. All Affections are raiſed either by Ligh 
tu the Uniirſtcnding, or by ſome Error and Delukia 
tin the Underſtanding : For all Affections certainly arif 
from ſome Apprehenſion in the Underſtanding; and 
that Apprehenſion muſt either be agreeable to Truth 
or not: If it be an A pprehenſion agreeable to Truth, 
then it is Light in the Un ftanding. Therefore the 
Thing to be enquired is, Whether the Apprehenſion 
of divine Things, that are raifed in People's Mind 
by theſe affectionate Preachers, be Apprehenfions tha 
are agreeable to Truth, or whether they are Miſtake, 
If the former, then the Affections are raiſed the Wy 
they ſhould be, wiz: by mforming the Mind, or convey 
ing Light to the Underſtanding. They go away wit 
a wrong Notion, that think thoſe Preachers can't affel 
their Hearers by inlightning their Underſtandings, wh 
do not do it by ſuch a diſtinct handling of doctrin 
Points, as depends on human Diſcipline, or the Streng 
of Reaſon, and tends to inlarge their Hearers Lean 
4g, and ſpeculative Knowledge in Divinity. Th 
. of Preaching without this, may tend ve 
much to ſet divine Things in a right View, and | 
give the Hearers ſuch Apprehenſions of them as a 
agreeable to Truth, and fuch Impreſſions on thei 
Hearts as are aniwerable to the real Nature ( 
Things. 7 | 

And not only the Words ipoken, but the Manner 
ſpeaking, has a great Tendency to this. An affe 
tionate Way of Preaching about the great zung 
Religion, has no Tendency to beget falſe Apprebe 
ſions of them; but a much greater to beget true 4 

rehenſions of them, than a moderate, dull, indiffere 
Way of ſpeaking. Affection and Earneſtneſs in |: 
Manner of 1 Delivery, if it be very great indeed, yet 
it be agreeable to the Nature of the Subject, not 
' yond Proportion to its Importance, and there be! 
Appearance of its being feigned or forced, has ſo mW.) 7. 
the greater Tendency to beget true Apprehenſiom 77 
the Minds of the Hearers, of the Subject ſpoken Z= 
and ſo to inlighten the Underſtanding : And WW, 
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for this Reaſon, That ſuch a Manner of ſpeaking 7 
thoſe Things does, in Fact, truly repreſent them. 1 
the Subject be worthy of very great Affection, then a 
peking of it with very great Affection is the trueſt 
Kepreſentation of it, and therefore has moſt Tendency 
to beget true Ideas of it. Nor are Miniſters to be 
blamed for raiſing the Affections of their Hearers too 
high, if that which they are affected with be worthy 
of Affection, and their AﬀeCtions are not raiſed beyond 
a Proportion to their Importance or Worthineſs. 

I know it has long been faſhionable to deſpiſe an 
earneſt and pathetical Way of preaching ; and they 
only have been valued as Preachers, that have ſhown 
the greateſt Extent of Learning, and Strength of Rea- 
ſon, and Correctneſs of Method and Language : But I 
humbly conceive it has been for want of Underſtand- 
ing or duly confidering Human Nature, that ſuch 
Preaching has been thought to have the greateſt Ten- 
dency to anſwer the Ends of Preaching. And the Ex- 
perience of the preſent and paſt Ages abundantly con- 
firms the ſame. Speculative Knowledge in Divinity is 
not what is ſo much needed by our People as ſomething 
elſe. Men may abound in this Sort of Light, and have 
no Heat: How much has there been of this Sort of 
Knowledge in this Age? Was there ever an Age, 
wherein Strength and Penetration of Reaſon, Extent 
of Learning, Exactneſs of Diſtinction, Correctneſs of 
Stile and Clearneſs of Expreſſion, did ſo abound ? And 
yet, was there ever an Age, wherein there has been 
ſo little Senſe of the Evil of Sin, fo little Love to Gop, 
Heavenly-mindedneſs and Holineſs of Life, atnong 
the Profeſſors of the true Religion? Our People don't 
ſo much need to have their Heads ſtored, as to have 
their Hearts touched; and they itand in the greateſt 
Need of that Sort of Preaching that has the greateſt - 
Tendency to do this. : 

Thoſe Texts, 1/a. }viii. 1. Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift 
up thy Voice like a Trumpet, and ſhew my People their 
tranſgrefſion, and the House of Jacob their Sins. And, 
en F. vi. 11. Jus ſaith the Lord God, /mite with thine 
| UN Hard, and fam) with thy Foot, and (ay, alas, for all 
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der, by intercepting and obſtrufting the Light that 


dation in Darkneſs and Blindneſs ; therefore as that 
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the evil Alominations of the Houſe of Iſrael ] will juſtify fo, 


a great Degree of Patbot, of Zeal and Fervency in dee 
preaching the Word of God: They may indeed be 1 
abuſed ; but, let us interpret them how we will, they WM tho! 
at leaſt imply, that a moſt affectionate and  earnei I adn 
Manner of Delivery, in many Cafes, becomes 2 
Preacher of God's Word. 

2. Another Thing that ſome Miniſters have been 
blamed for, I think unjuſtly, is fpeaking Terror to then 
that are already under great Terrors. Indeed if they 
go about to terrify Perſons with that which is not true, 
or to affright them by repreſenting their Caſe worſe 
than it is, or in any reſpect otherwiſe than it is, they 
are to be condemned ; but if they terrify them only 
by till holding forth more Light, and giving them to 
underſtand miore of the "Truth of their Caſe, they are 
altogether to be juſtified. When Sinners are awakned 
by the Spirit of Gov, it is by Light imparted to the 
Conſcience, enabling them to ſee their Caſe as it is; 
and, if more Light. be let in, it will terrify them more: 
But Miniſters are not therefore to be blamed, that they 
endeavour to hold forth more Light to the Cor 
fcience, and don't rather alleviate the Pain they are un- 


fines already, hy ſhould we be afraid to bring 
Perſons, that are in an infinitely miſerable Condition, 
into the Light, for fear it ſhould terrify them ? The 
more we bring Sinners into the Light, while the Light 
is terrible to them, the more likely it is that by and 
by the Light will be joyful to them. The Eaſe, Peace 
and Comfort, that natural Men enjoy, have their Founs 


Parknefs vanifhes, and Light comes in, their Peace 
vaniſhes, and they are terrified : But that is no good 
Argument why we ſhould endeavour to hold thev 
Darkneſs, that we may uphold their Comfort. The 
Truth is, as long as Men do not ſavingly believe, 
however ſtrict and laborious they may be in Religion, 
they have the Wrath of Gop abiding on them; 
they are his Enemies, and the Children of the Devi: 
Ard, ſeeing this is the Truth, they ſhould be tok 


lo, 
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fo, that they may be ſenſible what their Caſe in- 
deed is. JW 4 1 

To blame a Miniſter for thus declaring the Truth to 
thoſe who are under Awaknings, and not immediately 
adminiſtring Comfort to them, is like blaming a Sur- 
geon, becauſe when he has begun to thruſt in this Lan- 
cet, whereby his Patient ſhrinks and cries out with 
Anguiſb, he is ſo cruel that he won't ſtay his Hand, 
but goes on to thruſt it in further, till he comes to the 
Core of the Wound. Such a compaſſionate Phyfician, 
who, as ſoon as his Patient_began to cry, ſhould with- 
iraw his Hand, and immediately apply a Plaiſter to 
skin over the Wound, and leave the Core untouch'd, 
would heal the Hurt ſlightly, crying, Peace, Peace, 
hen there is no Peace. 


Indeed ſomething elſe beſides Terror is to be 


of reached to them whoſe Conſciences are awakned ; 
he he Goſpel is to be preached to them. Sinners, at 
b dhe ſame Time that they are told how miſerable their 


Caſe is, ſhould be earneſtly invited to come and ac- 
ept of a Saviour : But this is to induce them to eſcape 
rom the Miſery ef the Condition they are now in, 
ot to make them think it is leſs miſerable than it is, 
pr at all to abate their Uneaſineſs and Diſtreſs, while 
hey are in it ; that would be the Way to faſten them 
nit, and not to excite them to flee from it. Com- 


Phe ort, in one Senſe, is to be held forth to Sinners under 
oht waknings of Conſcience ; i e. Comfort is to be of- 
and Pered to them in Chriſt, on Condition of their fleeing 


rom their preſent miſerable State to him; but Comfort 
5 not to be adminiſtred to them, in their preſent State, 


that Fs any Thing that they have now any Title to. No 
ace Comfort is to be adminiſtred to them, from any Thing 
ood WW" em, any of their Qualifications, Prayers or other 
Men I erformances, paſt, preſent or future; but Minifters 


hould, in ſuch Caſes, ſtrive to their utmoſt to take all 
uch Comforts from them. A Perſon that ſees himſelf 
eady to fink into Hell, is ready to ſtrive, ſome Way 
r other, to lay Gon under ſome Obligation to him; 
put he is to be beat off from every thing of that Na- 
ure, tho it greatly increaſes his Terror, to ſee himfelf 

| L wholly 


: F175 
wholly deſtitute, on every Side, of any Refuge, or any ' 
thing of his own to lay hold of; as a Man that ſen 1 
himſelf in Danger of dro ning, is in Terfor, and en. ©* F 
deavours to catch hold on every Twig within hi * 
Reach, and he that pulls away thoſe I wigs from hin ** 
increaſes his Terror ; yet if they are inſufficient u 
| fave him, and by being in his Way prevent his lock te. 
ing to that which will ſave him, to pull them away h Th 
neceſſary to fave his Life. - + * Cat 
If Sinners are in Diſtreſs, from any Miſtake they au. 0 
under, that is to be removed: For Inſtance, if they t;« 
are in Terror, from an Apprehenfion that they hatt b 
committed the unpardonable Sin, ſuch Terrors ha 155 
no Tendency to do them any Good ; for they are fro ;, 


Temptation, not from Conviction: But that Term * 
which ariſes from Conviction, or a Sight of Truth, i be 
to be increaſed ; for thoſe that are moſt awakned, Nh 
have great remaining Stupidity ; they have a Senſe d 1 
but little of that which is; and 'tis from remaining - 

Blindneſs and Darkneſs that they ſee no more, and Ta 
that remaining Blindneſs is a Diſeaſe that we ougi eon 


to endeavour to cure. I am not afraid to tell Sinner, th 
that are moſt ſenſible of their Miſery, that their Cal: K 
is indeed as miſerable as they think it to be, and! — 
thouſand Times more ſo; for this is the Truth 
Some may be ready to fay, that though it be tie 
Truth, yet it ſeems not to be ſeaſonable then: Bull pe: 
it ſeems to me, ſuch Truth is never more ſeaſonabl: 
than at ſuch a Time, when Chrill is beginning to opet 
the Eyes of Conſcience. Miniſters ought to act 4 
Co-workers with him; to take that Opportunity, and 
to the utmoſt to improve that Advantage; and whet 
the Light has begun to ſhine, then tq remove all Ob 
ſtacles, and uſe all proper Means that it may come ni wh. 
more fully. And Experience abundantly ſhews, the | 
to take this Courſe is not of an hurtful Tendency: | 
have ſeen, in very many Inſtances, the happy Effed 
of it; and never knew any ill Conſequence, in cale0 
: 2 Conviction, and when Diſtreſs has only been frol 

ence. ; 
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I know of but one Caſe wherein the Truth ought 

to be with-held from Sinners in Diſtreſs of Conſcience, 
and that is the Caſe of Melancholy : And *tis not to 
: be with-held from them then, becauſe the Truth tends 
"I to do them Hurt, but becauſe, if we ſpeak the Truth 
to them, ſometimes they will be led into Error by it, 


— thro' that ſtrange Diſpoſition there is in them to take 
b Things wrong; unleſs it be ſpoken with abundance of 
a Caution and Prudence, and Confideration of their Diſ- 


her BY poſition and Circumſtances. But the moſt awful 
roth of Go D's Word ought not to be with-held from 
publick Congregations, becauſe it may happen that 
ſome ſuch Perſons may be in it; any more than the 
Bible is to be with-held from the Chriſtian World,” 
4 becauſe it is manifeſt there are many who exceedingly 
1 abuſe the awful Things contained in the Scripture, to 
2c Er own wounding. . 
: What has more eſpecially raiſed a loud Cry againſt 
ug dome Preachers, is their frighting poor Children with 
Talk of Hell and Damnation, But if thoſe that 
complain of this, really believe that all are by Nature 
* the Children of Wrath, and Heirs of Hell; ſuch a 
du betrays great Weakneſs and Inconſderation. As 
innocent as Children ſeem to be to us, yet, if they are 
without Chriſt, they are not ſo in Gop's Sight but 
* BC in a moſt miſerable Condition, as well as grown 
Perſons ; and they are naturally very ſenſeleſs and ſtu- 
pid, being Corn as the wild A, Colt. Why then 
* ſhould we conceal the Truth from them? Will thoſe 
Children that have been dealt tenderly. with in this 
Reſpect, and lived and died inſenſible of their Miſery 
till they come to feel it in Hell, ever thank their Pa- 
rents for their Tenderneſs, in not letting them know 
what they were in Danger of? If Parents Love to- 
wards their Children was not blind, it would affect 
them much more to ſee them expoſed to c rmal Burn 
ings, and yet ſenſeleſs, than to ſee them ſuffer the 
Diſtreſs of that Awakning that is neceſſary in order to 
their Eſcape from them. A Child that has a dangerous 
Wound may need the painful Lancet, as well as grown 
PFerſons; and that would be a fooliſh Pity, 3 | 
Cale, 
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Caſe, that ſhould hold back the Lancet, and throw 
away the Life. — I have ſeen the happy Effects of 
dealing plainly with Children in the Concerns of theit 
Souls, without ſparing them at all, in many Inſtauces; 
and never knew any ill Conſequence of it, in any one 
Inſtance. 3 | Ag TR 
3. Another Thing that has been blamed, is having 
ſo frequent religious Meetings, and ſpending ſo much 
Time in Religion. And indeed, there are none of the 
Externals of Religion but what are capable of. Exceſs, 
But yet, this Objection of Perſons ſpending too much 
Time in Religion, has been in the general groundleſs, 
Tho' worldly Buſineſs muſt be done, and Perſons ought 
not to negledt the Buſineſs, of their particular Callings z 
E "tis to the Honour of Go, that a People ſhould 
e ſo much in outward Acts of Religion, as to ſhey 
a great Engagedneſs of Mind in it, as the main Bu- 
ſineſs of Life: And eſpecially at a Time when Gop 
appears unuſually preſent with a People in wonderful 
Works of Power and Mercy. And as to the grand 
Ozjection of, Six Days ſhalt thou labour; all that the 
Objectors themſelves underſtand by it is, that we may 
follow our ſecular Labours in thoſe ſix Days, and augbt 
to be diligent. in them: Not but ſometimes we may 
turn from them, even within thoſe ſix Days, to Low a 
Day of Faſting or Thankſgiving ; and that more fre. 
quently or rarely, as Gop's Providence and the State 
of Things ſhall call us. | - 7 
But, if the Matter be juſtly conſidered, it will be 
found, that the Country has loſt no Time from their 
temporal Affairs by the late Revival of Religion, but 
rather gained Time; and that more Time has been 
ſaved from Idlenefs and unprofitable Viſits, vain .Talk, 
and needleſs Diverſions, than has been ſpent in ex: 
_ traordinary Religion; and probably five Times as 
much has en ſaved in Perſons Eſtates, at the Tavern, 
and in their Apparel, as has been ſpent by religious 
Meetings. Sit 2&5 | | | | 
That the great Complaint that is made againſt fo 
much Time ſpent in Religion, can't be in general 
from a re.il Concern that Gop may be honoured, 8 
ven 


very manifeſt from this, that there is a much more 
zexlous Outcry made againſt this extraordinary Reli- 
gion, than was before againſt ſo much Time ſpent 
in Taverns, vain Company, Night-walking, and other 
Thiogs, which both waſted our 'Fime and Subſtance, 
and injured our. moral Virtue. | ; 

The frequent preaching that has lately been, has in 
a particular Manner been objefted againſt, Tis ob- 
jected, that, when Sermons are heard ſo very often, 
one Sermon tends to thruſt out another; ſo that Perſons 
loſe the Benefit of all They ſay, two or three Ser- 


a Remembrance of what was delivered. And tho' an 


” 
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mons in a Week is as much as Men can remember 
and digeſt. But fuch' Objections, if they be not from 
an Enmity 1 Religion, are for want of duly con- 
fidering the Way that Sermons uſually profit an Au- 
ditory. The main Benefit that 1s obtain'd by preach- 
ing, is by Impreſſion made upon the Mind in the Time 
1 it, and not by any Effect that ariſes afterwards by 


After-remembrance of what was heard in a Sermon is 
oftentimes very profitable; yet, for the moſt Part, that 
Remembrance is from an Impreſſion the Words made 
on the Heart in the Time of it; and the Memory pro- 
fits, as it renews and increaſes that Impreſſion. Now a 
frequent inculcating the more important Things of Re- 
ligion in preaching, has no Tendency to raze out ſach 
Impreſſions; but to increaſe them, and fix them deeper 
and deeper in the Mind, as is found by Experience. It. 
never uſed to be objected againſt, that Perſons upon 
the Sabbath, after they have heard two Sermons 
that Day, ſhould go home, and ſpend the remaining 
Part of the Sabbath in reading the Scriptures, and 
printed Sermons; which, in Proportion as it has a 

endency to affect the Mind at all, has as much cf 
a Tendency to drive out what they have heard, as if 
they heard another Sermon preached. It was the 
| rattice of the Apoliles to preach every Day, in 
Faces where they went; yea; tho* ſometimes they 
ontinued long in one Place, Ads ii. 42. 46. As xix. 
0, 9,10. They did not avoid preaching one Day, for, 
ear they ſhould thruſt out of the Minds of their 
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Heaters what they had delivered the Day before; 
nor did Chriſtians avoid going every Day to hear, fx 
fear of any ſuch bad Effect. * 
4. Another Thing, wherein ſome Miniſters hay 
been much blamed, is, for making ſo much of Our 
cries, Faintings, and other bodily Effects; ſpeaking gf 
them as Tokens of the Preſence of Gop,. and Arg 
ments of the Succeſs of Preaching ; ſeeming to ſtim 
to bring a Congregation to that Paſs, and to rejoig 
in it, yea, to bleſs Gop when they ſee theſe Effects 
Concerning this 1 would obſerve, in the fr /* Place 
that there are many Tg, with reſpect to Crying 
out, falling down, &c. that are charged on Miniſteg 
that they are not guilty of. Some would have it 
that they ſpeak of theſe Things as certain Evidency 
of a Work of the Spirit of Gop on the Heart; & 
that they eſteem theſe bodily Effects themſelves to he 
t.e Work of Gop, as tho* the Spirit of Gop tot 
hold of and agitated the Bodies of Men; and ſont 
are charged with making theſe Things e/2ntia/, adi 
_ ſuppoſing that Perſons can't be converted withou 
them; whereas I never yet could ſee the Perſon tha 
| held any of theſe Things. | 
But for ſpeaking of ſuch Effects as probable Token 
of Gop's Preſence, and Arguments of the Succeſs d 
Preaching, it ſeems to me they are not to be blamed; 
becauſe 1 think they are ſo indeed: And therefor 
when 1 ſee them excited by preaching the importai 
Truths of Gop's Word, urged and inforced by pn 
r Arguments and Motives, or as conſequent on otht 
Means that are good, I don't ſcruple to rejoice | 
them, and bleſs (Zop for them; and that for this (8 
think) good Reaſon, wiz. That from Time to Tim 
- upon proper 5a 2h and Examination, and . Obſerv 
tion of the Conſequences, I have found, theſe are 
Evidences that the Perſons in whom thoſe Effects 4 
pear, are then under the Influences of Gop's Spit 
Cryings-out, in ſuch a Manner, and with ſuch Circut 
Rances, as I have ſeen them from Time to Time, 
as much Evidence to me, of the general Cauſe'ti 
proceed from, as Language: I have learned the Mea 
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ing of it the ſame Way that Perſons learn the Meanin 

of Language, viz. by Uſe and Experience. I confe 

that when I hear a great Crying-out in a Congrega- 
tion, in the Manner that I have heard it, when thoſe 
Things are ſpoken that are worthy of their being 
greatly affected by, I rejoiceinit, much more than merel 

in an Appearance of ſolemn Attention, and a Shew of 
Affection by weeping z and that becauſe, when there 
have been thoſe Outcries, I have found from Time to 
Time a much greater and more excellent Effect. To 
rejoice that the Work of Gop is carried on calmly, 
ithout much ado, is in effect to rejoice that it is car- 
ried on with leſs Power, or that there is not fo much 


of the Influence of Gop's Spirit: For tho' the De- 
nen ree of the Influence of the Spirit of Gop, on par- 
lar Perſons, is by no means to be judged of by 
o de the Degree of external Appearances,. becauſe of the 


different Conſtitutions, 'Tempers and Circumſtances of 
en ; yet, if there be a very powerful Influence of 
the Spirit on a mix'd Multitude, it will cauſe ſome 
ay or other a great viſible Commotion. 
And as to Miniſters aiming at ſuch Effects; I ſup- 
poſe none aim at it any otherwiſe, than as they ſtrive to 
aiſe the Affections of their Hearers to ſuch an Height 
is often appears therein; and if thoſe Affections are 
zood, and it be found by Experience, that ſuch a De- 
ee of them commonly has a good Effect, I think they 
re to be juſtified in ſo doing. 
5. Again, ſome Miniſters have been blam'd for 
eeping Perſons together, that have been under great 
Affections, which have appeared in ſuch extraordinary 
utward Manifeſtations. Many think this promotes 
onfuſion; that Perſons in ſuch Circumſtances do but 
compoſe each others Minds, and diſturb the Minds 
pf others; that therefore 'tis beſt they ſhould be diſ- 
eried ; and that when any in a Congregation are ſo 
eized, that they can't forbear outward Manifeſtations 
fit, they ſhould be remeved, that others, may not 
e diverted; | 
but I can't but think that thoſe that thus object go 
pon quite wrong Notions of Things: For tho' Per- 
| {ons 
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ſons ought to take heed that they don't make ar 


Ado without Neceſlity ; yet the unavoidable Manife. 
ſtations of ſtrong religious Aﬀections are found by Ex. 


perience to have an excellent and durable Effect: And 15 
ſo to contrive and order Things, that others may have ri 
Opportunity and Advantage to obſerve them, has been I or 
found to be bleſſed, as a great Means to promote the di 
Work of Gop ; and to prevent their being in the an 
Way of Obſervation, is to prevent the Effect of that he 
which Gop makes uſe of as a principal Means of car. Wi th. 
rying on his Work at ſuch a Time, iz. Example; Wl lor 
which is often ſpoken of in Scripture, as one of 2 

chief Means by which Gop would carry on his Wark 4 
in the Time of the Proſperity of Religion in the latte | 
Days. In Zech. ix. 15, 16. thoſe that in the late 7 
Days ſhould be filled in an extraordinary Manner with Wl &, 
the Holy Spirit, ſo as to appear in outward Manife to 
ſtations, and making a Noiſe, are ſpoken of as that +, 
that Gop, in theſe uncommon Circumſtances, will ſet Wl ., 
up to the View of others, as a Prize or Enſign, h) v, 
their Example to animate others, as Men gather abou 2 
an Enſign, and run for a Prize, or a Crown, ſet up u i; 
their View, The Words are; Ard they” hall drm 357 
and make a Noiſe as thro' Wine, and they fall be fili 412 
lite Bowls, and as the Corners of the Altar. And i e 
Lord their God fhall ſave them in that Day as th Ar: 
Flock of his People ; for they hall be as the Stones if [ 
a Crown, lifted up as an Enfign upon his Land, Where Sub 
as thoſe that make this Objection, inſtead of ſufferig in 2 
this Prize or Enſign to be in publick View, are for juſt 


having it removed, and hid in ſome Corner. I'w 
6. Another Thing that gives great Diſguſt to mary, WM ho; 
is the Diſpoſition that Perſons ſhew, under great Aﬀec 
tions, to ſpeak ſo much, and, with ſuch Earneſtneſs an No: 
Vehemence, to be ſetting forth the Greatneſs 2 V= 
Importance of eternal Things; and to be ſo pa 
ſionately warning, inviting and intreating others, Nei 
I am far from thinking that ſuch a Diſpoſition ſhoull i B22 
be wholly without any Limits or Regulation: Bat y* Lo, 
it ſeems to me, that ſuch a Diſpoſition in general / 


what both Reaſon and Scripture will juſtiſy. * Cr: 
| 
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an that are offended at ſuch Things, as though they were 

fe. WH unreaſonable, are not juſt : Upon Examination it will 

„probably be found, that they have one Rule of rea- 

nd i {oning about temporal Things, and another about Spi- 
ve WY ritual Things. They won't at all wonder, if a Perſon 

en on ſome very great and —_— Occaſion, of extraor- 
the dinary Danger or great Joy, is diſpoſed to ſpeak much, 
the and with great Earneſtneſs, eſpecially to thoſe to whom 
hat I he is united in the Bonds of dear Affection. And 
ar- therefore, if they were juſt, why would they not al- 
low it in ſpiritual Things? And much more in them 
agreeable to their vaſily greater Importance and more 
Bing Nature? 

Na a very great Senſe of the Importance of the 
Things of Religion, and the * inners are in, 
ſhould ſometimes cauſe an almoſt inſuperable Diſpoſition 
to warn others, is agreeable to * vi. 10, 11. To 
whom ſhall I ſpeak and give Warning, that they may 
bear? Behold, their Ear is uncircumciſed, and they can- 
not hearken : Behold, the Word of the Lord is unto them 
a Reproach ; they have no Delight in it. Therefore 1 
am full of the Fury of the Lord; I am weary with 
holding in : I will pour it out upon the Children abroad, 
and upon the Aſſembly of the young Men together ; for 
even the Huſband with the Wife ſhall be taken, the 
Aged, with him that is full of Days. | 

But 'tis ſaid by ſome, that the People who are the 
Subjects of this Work, when they get together, ſeveral 
in a Room talking at the ſame Jime, make a Noiſe 
juſt ike a Company of drunken Perſons. On which 
I would obſerve, that it is foretold that Gop's People 
ſhould do ſo, in that forementioned Place, Zech. ix. 
15, 16, 17. which I ſhall now take more particular 
Notice of: The Words are as follows; The Lord of 
Hofts foul defend them, and they ſhall devour and ſub- 
due with Sling-ſtones, and they ſhall: drink and make 4 
Noiſe as through Wine, and they hall be filled like 
Boule, end as the Corners of the Altar. And the 
Lord their God ſhall ſave them in that Day as the Flock 
of his People ; for they ſhall be as the Stones of a 
Crown, lifted up as an Enſign upon his Lind. For how 
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Freut is his Goodneſs, and how grect is bis Beauty! 
Corn fhall make the young Men cheerful, and new Win 
the Maids. The Words are very remarkable: Here 
it is foretold, that at the Time when Chriſt ſhall ſet up 
an univerſal Kingdom upon Earth (v. 20) the Childreq 
of Zion ſhall drink, till they are filled like the Veſſels of 
the Sanctuary : And, if we would know what they 
ſhall be thus filled with, the Prophecy explains itſelf; 
they ſhill be filled as the Veſſels of the Sanctuary that 
entain'd the Drink-Offering, which was Wine. And 
yet the Words imply, that it ſhall not literally be 
Wine, but that they ſhall he filled with that, which 
the Wine of the Drink-Offering repreſented, ov3z#2 
Type of, which is the Holy Spirit, as we 
Blood of Chriſt, that new Wine that is dran 
heavenly Father's Kingdom: They ſhall be fillewwith 
the Spirit, which the Apoſtle ſets in Oppoſition to a 
being drunk with Wine, Eph. v. 18. *Tis here fore. 
told, that the Children of Zion, in the latter Days, 
ſhould be filled with that which ſhould make them 
cheerful, and cauſe them to make a Noiſe as thro 
Wine, and by which they that are thus filled ſhall be 
as the Stones of a Crown lifted up as an Enfign upon 


Gon's Land, being made joyful in the extraordinary 7. 
Manifeſtations of the Beauty and Love of Chriſt ; a WW: fo 
it follows, How great is his Goodneſs ! and how great eo i. 
is his Beauty ! And 'tis further remarkable that m Mcion 


here foretold, it ſhould be thus eſpecially amongf 
young People; Corn Hall make the young Men cheer- 
Ful, and new Wine the Maids. It would be ridiculow 
to underſtand this of literal Bread and Wine: With» ina. 
out doubt, the ſame ſpiritual Bleſſings are ſignified by ſh 
Bread and Wine here, which were repreſented by 
Melchizedeck's Bread and Wine, and are ſignified by 
the Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper. One df 
the marginal Readings is, Hall make the young Men 1 
ſpeak ; which is agreeable to that in Canticles, of the 
beſt 1 cauſing the Lips of thoſe that are aſleep i 

A &. \ 

We ought no be like the anbelieving Jews in Chrift 


Time, who were diſgaſted both with crying out witl 
f Diſtreß, 
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Diſtreſs, and with Joy. When the poor blind Man 
cried out before all the Multitude, eue, thou Son of 
David, have Mercy on me! and continued inſtantly 

thus doing, the Multitude rebuked him that he ſhould hold 

his Tongue, Mark x. 46, 47, 48. and Luke xviii. 38, 

39, They lcoked upon it to be a very indecent Noiſe 

that he made ; a thing very ill beeoming him, to cauſe 

his Voice to be heard ſo much, and ſo loud. And 

when Chriſt made his ſolemn Entry into Feruſalem, the 

whole Multitude of the Diſciples, of all Sorts, eſpe- 

cially young People, began to rejoice and praiſe Gop 

with g.loud Voice, for ail the mighty Works that they 

bas. ſaying, Bleſſed be the King that cometh in the 
* de Lord! Peace in Heaven, and Glory in the 

But the Phariſees ſaid: to Chrilt, Maſter, re- 
my Diſcigles. They did not underſtand ſuch great 
Tranſports of Joy; it ſeem'd to them a very unſuitable 
and indecent Noiſe and Clamour that they made, a 
onfuſed Uproar, many crying out together as though 
they were out of their Wits ; they wondred that Chriſt 
iro WWwould tolerate it. But what ſays Chriſt? 7 tell you, 
be %? if theſe Should hold their Peace, the Stones would 
pon -nmediately cry out. 

ary 7. Another Thing that ſome have found fault with, 
s fo much Singing in religious Meetings. Objecting 
ag ünſt ſuch a thing as this, ſeems to ariſe from a Suſpi- 
cion already eſtabliſhed of this Work: They doubt of 
the pretended extraordinary Love and Joy that attend 
this Work, and ſo find fault with the Manifeſtations of 
them. If they thought Perſons had truly an ex traor - 


ib. dinary Degree of divine Love, and heavenly Rejoicing 
bin Goo, I ſuppoſe they would not wonder at their hav- 
| by Ws a Diſpoſition to be much in Praiſe. They won't 
dect againſt the Saints and Angels in Heaven ſinging 


raiſes and Hallelujahs to Gon, without ceaſing Day 
or Night; and therefore doubtleſs will allow that the 
more the Saints on Earth are like them in their Diſpo-- 
ons, the more they will be diſpoſed to do lke 
them. | 
But what is more eſpecially found fault with in the. 
inging that. is now practiſed, is making uſe of Hymns. 
SS | | | of. 
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of human Compoſure. And I am far from thinking 
that the Book of Pſalms ſhould be thrown by in our. 
publick Worſhip, but that it ſhould always be uſed in 
the Chriſtian Church to the End of the World: But! 
know of no Obligation we are under to confine our- 
ſelves to it. And 'tis really needful that we ſhould 
have ſome other Songs beſides the Pfalms of David: 
Tis unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that the Chriſtian Church 
ſhould for ever, in her Praiſes of Gop and ahe Lamb, 
be confined only to the Words of the Old Teſtament, 
wherein all the greateſt and moſt glorious Things of 
the Goſpel, that are infinitely the greateſt Subjects of 
her Praiſe, are ſpoken of under a Veil, and 
much as the Name of our glorious Redeen Y 
mentioned, but in ſome dark Figure, or as ki. _: 


ſome Type. 


Shewing what Things are to be corrected it 
avoided, in promoting this Work. 


AVING thus obſerved ſome Inſtances where- 
in the Conduct of thoſe that have appeared to 
be the Subjects of this Work, or have been zealous to 
promote it, has been objected againſt without or be- 

yond juſt Cauſe ; I proceed now, in the 
II. Place, to ſhew what Things ought to be correQed 

or avoided. h 

'1. If we look back into the Hiſtory of the Church 
of Gop, we may obſerve it has been a common De- 
vice of the Devil to overſet a Revival of Religion, 
when he can keep Men quiet no longer, then to drive 
them to Exceſſes and Extravagancies. He holds them 
back as long as he can; but when he can do it n0 
ct} * longer, 
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longer, then he'll puſh them on, and, if poſſible, run 
them upon their Heads. And it has been by this 
Means chiefly that he has been ſucceſsful, in ſeveral In- 
ſtances, to overthrow. promiſing Beginnings : Yea, the 
principal Means by which he was ſucceſsful, by Degrees 


F to overſet that grand religious Revival of the World, 
„ dat was in the primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, and in 
+ Wa Manner to overthrow the Chriſtian Church through 
b the Earth, and to make Way for and bring on the great 
+ WH Antichriſtian Apoſtacy, that Maſter- piece of all the 


Devil's Works, was to imploy the indiſcreet Zeal of 
Chriſtians, to drive them into thoſe three Extremes 
of Enthuſiaſm, Super ſtition, and Severity towards Op- 
boſers ; which ſhould be an everlaſting Warning to the 
Chriſtian Church. 

Though the Devil will do his Diligence to ſtir up 
the open Enemies of Religion, yet, in a Time of Re- 
vival of Religion, his main Strength is tried with the 
— WW Friends of it; in his Attempts upon them, to miſlead 

chem. And one truly zealous Perſon, in the Time of 
juch an Event, that ſeems to have a great Hand in the 
Affair, and draws the Eyes of many upon him, may 
do more (thro Satan's being too ſubtil for him) to hin- 
der the Work, than an hundred great, and ſtrong, and 
open Oppoſers. | 

The Errors of the Friends of the Work of Gop, 
and eſpecially of the great Promoters of it, give vaſt 
Advantage to the Enemies of fuch a Work. Indeed 
here are many Things that are no Errors, but are 


ere- 

d to MWnly Duties faithfully done, that wound ſuch Perſons 
1s to Mnore than real Errors: But yet one real Error gives 
be- Oppoſers as much Advantage, and hinders and clogs 


he Work as much as ten ſuppoſed ones. Real Er- 
ors don't fret and gall the Enemies of Religion fo 
ch as thoſe Things that are ſtrictly right; but they 
courage them more, they give them Liberty, and 
pen a Gap for them; ſo that ſome who before kept 
heir Enmity burning in their own Bowels, and durſt 
zot ſhow themſelves, will on ſuch an Occaſion take 
ourage, and give themſelves vent ; and their Rage 
wl be like that of an Enemy let looſe ; and thoſe 
that 


. Gow will appear on our Side, as if our Errors were 


Devil; becauſe they are near to Gop ; and fo have 
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that lay till before, having nothing to ſay but what 
they would be athamed of, when they have ſuch 2 
Weapon put into their Hands, will fight with all Vio.' 
lence. And indeed, the Enemies of Religion would 
not know what to do for Weapons to fight with, were 
it not for the Errors of the Friends of it. And be- 
ſides, in real Errors, Things that are truly diſagreeable 
to the Rule of Gop's Word, we can't expect that 


only ſuppeſed ones, 

Since therefore the Errors of the Friends and Promoters 
of ſuch a glorio1s Work are of ſuch dreadful Conſequence! 
and ſeeing the Devil is ſo aſſiduous and ſubtil in his At 
tempts with them, and has thereby been ſo ſucceſsfult 
overthrow Religion heretofore,z certainly ſuch Perſons 
ought to be exceeding circumſpect and vigilant, diffidant 
and jealous. of themſelves, and humbly dependent on the 
Guidance of the good Shepherd. 1 Pet. iv. 7. Be f. 
ber, and watch unto Prayer. Chap. v. 8. Be /ober, bt 
vigilant; becauſe your Adwerſary the Devil, as a roar- 
ing Lion, walketh about. For Perſons to go on reſo- 
lutely, in a kind of Heat and Vehemence, deſpiſing 
Admonition and Correction, is directly contrary to the 
Import of theſe Words, be ſober, be wigilant. 

2. Tis a Miſtake I have obſerved in ſome, by 
which they have been greatly expoſed, that they 
think they are in no Danzer of being miſled by the 


no jealous Eye upon themſelves, and neglect Vigilance 
and Circumſpection. They ſay, they don't think that 
Gop will leave them to diſhonour him, as long as they 
keep near to him. And I believe ſo too, as fong # 
they keep near to Gop in that Reſpect, that they 
maintain an univerſal diligent Watch, and avoid Sin 
and Snares with Diffidence in themſelves, and humble 
Dependance and Prayerfulneſs: But not merely be N 
cauſe they are near to Gop, in that Reſpect, thut © 
they are now receiving refreſhing Views of him; it 
at the ſame Time they are not jealous over their ow! 
Hearts, by reaſon of its remaining Blindneſs and a ſub- 
til Adverſary. Tis a grand Error for Perſons to _ 

: 7 
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Imey are out of Danger, even in their higheſt ſpiritual 
Joy. However highly we may be favoured with di- 
vine Comforts, yet, as long as we are in the World, 
we are in the Enemies Country ; and therefore that 
Direction of Chriſt to his Diſcipfes is never out of 
Date; Watch and pray always, that you may be ac- 
counted worthy to eſcape all theſe things, and to fland 
before the Son of Man, Lake xxi. 36. For though 
Gop ſtands ready to protect his People, eſpecially thoſe 
that are near to him; yet he expects great Care and | 
abour of all, and that we ſhould put on the whole | 
\rmour of Gop, that we may ſtand in the evil | 
Day : And whatever ſpiritual Privileges we are raiſed 
o, we have no Warrant to expect Protection in any | 
ther Way; for Gop has appointed this whole Life, 
as a State of Labour, to be all as a Race or Battle; 
the State wherein we ſhall have no need of watching 
and fighting is reſerved for another World. I have 
nown it in abundance of Inſtances, that the Devil 
has come in very remarkably, even in the Midſt of 


ef. Nhe moſt exalted Frames: It may ſeem a great Myſtery 
fing Phat it ſhould be fo ; but *tis po greater Myftery than 
the hat Chriſt ſhould be carried into the Wilderneſs, im- 


ediately after the Heavens had been opened to him, 
ind the Holy Ghoſt deſcended like a Dove upon him, 
ind he heard that joyful Voice from the Father, 7515 
is my belowed Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, In 
like Manner a Chriſtian is oftentimes carried into a 
Vilderneſs, preſently after Heaven has been as it 


that ere open'd to the Soul, and the Holy Ghoſt has de- 
they ended upon it like a Dove, and Gop has been 
g a v<ctly owning the Believer, and teſtifying his Fa- 
they our to him as his beloved Child. 


Tis therefore a great Error in ſome, that they are 
d in their Way, in Things that others account Er- 
ors, and won't hearken to Admonition and Counſel, 
but are confident they are in the right, becauſe they 
lave great Degrees of the Spirit of Gop. There 
ere ſome ſuch in the Apoſtles Days. The Apoſtle 
Paul, writing to the Corinthians, was ſenſible that 
ome of them would not be eaſily convinced that they 
had 
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had been in any Error, becauſe they looked upot I 
themſelves as ſpiritual, or full of the Spirit of Goy, ri 
1 Cor. xiv. 37, 38. But, faith he, JF any Man. thin Wh 
himſelf to be a Prophet, or ſpiritual, let him ackninu, lim 
ledge that the Things that I write unto you are the Cn gui 


mandment of the Lord; but if any Man be ignorant, ly 501 
bim be ignorant. 5 ' ; 

And altho' thoſe that are ſpiritual amongſt us hay 
no infallible Apoſtle to admoniſh them, yet let me in 
treat them, to weigh what may be ſaid to them by ore 
that is their hearty and fervent Friend, concerning thy 
Errors that have been committed, or that we may he 
expoſed to, in Methods or Practices that have been, 
may be, fallen into, by the zealous Friends or P. 
moters of this great Work of Gop. | 

3. In ſpeaking of the Errors that have been, or that 
we are in Danger of, I would, 

Fir, Take notice of the Cauſes whence the Erron 
that attend a great Revival of Religion uſually ariſe; 
and, of ſome Errors that ariſe from each of thok 
Caules. | | 

Secondly, Obſerve ſome Errors that have been owing 
to the Influence of ſeveral of thoſe Cauſes conjuncth. 

As to the firſt of theſe, the Errors that attend! 
great Revival of Religion uſually ariſe from theſe three 
Thirgs; 1. Undiſcerned ſpiritual Pride. 2. Wrony 
Principles. 3. Ignorance of Satan's Devices, 
The firſt and worſt Cauſe of Errors, in ſuch a Stat 
of Things, is ſpiritual Pride This is the main Dot 
by which the Devil comes in. Tis the chief Lalet d 


Smoke from the bottomleſs Pit, to darken the Miod,”*" 
and miflead the Judgment. This is the main Hands ha 
by which the Devil has hold of religious Perſons, and Ly 
the chief Source of all the Miſchief that he inte die 
duces, to clog and hinder a Work of Gop. *'Tisb tC 
this that the Mind defends itſelf in other Errors, 1 * 


guards itſelf againſt Light, by which it might be cot 
reed and reclaimed. The ſpiritually proud Man 

full of Light already, he does not need Inſtruction, 20 
is ready to deſpiſe the Offer of it. ; 
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[ know that many Things are injuriouſly laid to the 
Pride of thoſe that are zealous in the Cauſe of Goo. 
When any Perſon appears zealous in Religion, exerts 
himſelf more than others do, or ſeems to be diſtin- 
*Weuithed with Succeſs, ten to one but thoſe that are 
about him will ſuſpect (whether they have Cauſe or no) 
that he is very proud of his Goodneſs, and that he af- 
fects to have it thought that no body is ſo good as he. 
Thoſe that are themſelves cold and dead, and eſpecial- 
y ſuch as never had any Experience of the Power of 
Godlineſs on their own Hearts, are ready to entertain 
ſuch Thoughts of the beſt Chriſtians, which ariſes 
rom a ſecret Enmity againſt vital Piety. i 

But then zealous Chriſtians ſhould take heed that this 
do not prove a Snare to them, and the Devil do not 
ike Advantage from it, to blind their Eyes from be- 
olding what is indeed in their Hearts, and make them 
hink, becauſe they are charged with Pride wrong- 
ully, in many Things, that therefore it is ſo in every 
Thing. Alas, how much Pride have the beſt of us in 
dur Hearts! *'T'is the worlt Part of the Body of Sin 
nd Death: Tis the firſt Sin that ever entered into the 
niverſe, and the laſt that is rooted out. 

The Corruption of Nature may all be reſolved into 
vo Things, Pride and Worldly-mindedneſs, the Devil 
nd the Beaft : Theſe are the two Pillars of Dagon's 
emple, on which the whole Houſe leans. But the 
ormer of theſe is every way the worlt Part; *tis the 


— lt born Son of the Devil, and his Image in the Heart 
let d Man chiefly conſiſts in it; *tis the laſt Thing in a 
| Mind o2er that is overborn by Conviction, in order to 


11nd oaverſion ; and *tis molt like the Devil its Father, in 
eerpentine Deceitfulneſs; it lies deepeſt, and is moſt 
h molt ready ſecretly to mix itlelf with every 
ing. | 
lt takes Occaſion to ariſe#from every Thing; it per- 
ts and abuſes every Thing, and even the Exerciſes 
real Grace, and real Humility, as an Occaſion to 
ert itſelf; It is a Sin that has, as it were, many 
ves; if you kill it, it will live ſtill; if you mortify 
d ſuppreis it in one Shape, it riſes in another; if you 
thin 
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think it is all gone, it is there ſtill: There are a grey WM * 
many Kinds of it, that lie in different Forms and 8 
Shapes, one under another. We had need therefore q 
have the greateſt Watch imaginable over our Hear, il < 
with reſpect to this Matter, and to cry moſt earneſtly t 
to the great Searcher of Hearts for his Help. He vit 
truſts his own Heart is a Fool. 

Spiritual Pride in its own Nature is ſo ſecret, that it 
is not ſo well diſcerned by immediate Intuition on the 
Thing itſelf, as by the Fruits of it; ſome of which [ 
would mention, together with the contrary Fruits d 
Humility. 985 

4. Spiritual Pride diſpoſes to ſpeak of other Per. 
ſons Sins, their Enmity againſt Gop and his People, 
the miſerable Deluſion of Hypocrites and their Enmiy 
againſt vital Piety, and the Deadneſs of ſome Chriſi. 
ans, with Bitterneſs, or with Laughter and Levity, 
and an Air of Contempt; whereas Humility diſpoſe, 
either to be ſilent about them, or to ſpeak of them with 
Grief and Pity. f | 

Spiritual Pride is apt to ſuſpe& others; whereas an 


humble Man is moſt jealous of himſelf ; he is ſo ſuſp. , ? 
cious of nothing in the World as he is of his om the, 
Heart. He has ſo much to do at home, and ſees { Chr 
much Evil in his own Heart, and is ſo concerned about — 


it, that he is not apt to be very buſy with others Hearts; 
he complains nioſt of himſelf,” and cries out of hy 
own Coldneſs, and is ready to hope that there is no B 
body but what has more Love and Thankfulneſs to 
Gop than he. | 

In a Contrariety to this, it has been the Manner 45 
ſome Places, or at leaſt the Manner of ſome Perſon 
to ſpeak of almoſt every Thing that they ſee amils u 
others, in the moſt harſh, ſevere and terrible Lai 
guage. *Tis frequent with them to ſay of others Opt 
nions or Conduct or Advice® or of their Coldneſs, thet 
Silence, their Caution, their Prudence, that they at 
from the Devil, or from Hell; that ſuch a Thing 8 
deviliſh, or helliſh, or curſed, and that ſuch Perlow 
are ſerving the Devil, or the Devil is in them; ſo that 


the Words Devil and Hell are almoſt e 
: * 


I 
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their Mouths, And ſuch Kind of Language they wilt 
commonly uſe, not only towards wicked Men, but to- 


i wards them that they themſelves allow to be the true 
0 BY Children of Go, and alſo towards Miniſters and others 
chat are much their Superiors. And they look upon 
J it as a Virtue and high Attainment thus to behave 


themſelves. Oh, ſay they, awe muſt be plain and bold 
for Chriſt, we muſt declare War againſt Sin wherever 
ave ſee it, we muſt not mince the Matter in the _ 4 
GOD, and when ſpeaking for Chriſt. And to ſpea 
the more tenderly, becauſe that which is amiſs is ſeen 
in a Superior, they look upon as very mean for a Fol- 
lower of Chriſt when ſpeaking in the Cauſe of his 
Maſter, 

What a ſtrange Device of the Devil is here, to over- 
YO throw all Chriſtian Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, and even 
all Shew and Appearance of it, under a Cloke of high 


dit) and Zeal and Boldneſs for Chriſt! And it is 

= a remarkable Inſtance of the Weakneſs of the human 

" Mind, and how much too cunning the Devil is for 
us ! 

Fr The grand Defence of this Way of Talking is, that - 

uke they ſay no more than what is true, and that true 

key Chriſtians know it to be true, and therefore won't be 


* offended, to hear ſuch Expreſſions. Tis only (ſay 
wi they) Hypocrites, that are provoked and feel their 
1 Enmity rife on ſuch an Occaſion. | 

But 'tis a grand Miſtake to think that we may com- 
4 monly uſe concerning one another all ſuch Language as 
| is according to ftrict Truth. Tis really true, that 
every Kind of Sin, and every Degree of it, is deviliſh 
ind from Hell, and is curſed, helliſh, and condemned 
or damned. But ſhall a Child therefore from Time to - 


rf q Time, uſe ſuch Language concerning an eminently 
** holy Father or Mother, as, that the Devil is in them; 
$ 105 that they have ſuch and ſuch deviliſh curſed Diſpoſi- 
„ens; that they commit every Day hundreds of hel- 
ey lin, damn'd Acts; and that they are curſed Dogs, 
A Hell-hounds and Devils? And fra the meaueſt of 
% 1 the People be juſtified, in uſing ſuch Language con- 


erning Magiſtrates, or * Miniſters? I bope no 
| * 


— 
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body has gone to this Height: But the ſame Pretence 1 
of Boldneis, and declared War againſt Sin, will as wel 
- juſtify theſe 4 Hinge, as the Things they are actualh 
made uſe of to juſtify. If we proceed in ſuch a May. 
ner, what a Face will be introduced upon the Church if & 
of Chriſt? What a Sound ſhall we bring into the 
Houſe of Gov, into the Family of his dear Children} 
How far off ſhall we ſoon baniſh that lovely Appearance 
of Humility, Sweetneſs, Gentleneſs, mutual Honour, 
Benevolence, Complacence, and an Eſteem of othen 
above themſelves, which ought to clothe the Children 
of God all over? Not but that Chriſtians ſhould watch 
over one another, and in any wile reprove one another 
and do it plainly and faithfully ; but it does not thence 
follow that dear Brethren in the Family of Gov, in re 
buking one another, ſhould uſe worſe Language than 
Michael the Archangel durſt uſe when raking the 
Devil himſelf. | APR, 
Chriſtians, that are but Fellow Worms, ought at lea 
to treat one another with as much Humility and Gentle 
neſs as Chriſt, that is infinitely above them, treats then 
But how did Chriſt treat his Diſciples when they were 
Jo cold towards him, and ſo regardleſs of him, at the 
Time when his Soul was exceeding ſorrowful even unto 
Death, and he in a diſmal Agony was crying and 


{ſweating Blood for them? Oae world think then wa Inic 
a proper Time, if ever, to have reproved them for! 7 
deviliſh, helliſh, curſed and damned Sloth fulneſs a Lon 
Deadneſs. But after what Manner does Chriſt reproꝶ / and 


them? Behold his aſtoniſhing Gentleneſs! H win; 
could ye not watch with me one Hour? The Spirit indi like 
is willing, but the Fleſb is weak, And how did he tre 
Peter when he was aſhamed of his Maſter, while is 
was made a Mocking-ltcck and a Spitiing-ſtock it 
him? Why, he looked upon him with a Look d 
Love, and melted his Heart. 1 75 

5. Again, ſpiritual Pride often diſpoſes Perſons d 
Singularity In external Appearance, to affect a ſingulr 
Way of ipcaking, to uſe a different ſort of Draled 
from others, or to. be ſingular in Voice, or Air 0 


Countenance or Behaviour: But he that is f 
. _ ; t 05 
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tho' he will be firm to his Duty, however ſingular he 
is in it; yet delights not in Singularity, for Singulari- 
ty's ſake; but on the contrary is diſpoſed to become 
all Things to all Men, and to yield to others, and con- 
form to them and pleaſe them, in every Thing but 
Sin. Spiritual Pride commonly occaſions a certain 
Stiffneſs and Inflexibility in Perſons, in their own Judg- 
ment and their own Ways; whereas the humble Per- 
ſon, tho' he be inflexible in his Duty, and in thoſe 
Things wherein Gop's Honour is concerned; and with 
regard to Temptation to. thoſe Things he apprehends 
to be ſinful, tho' in never ſo ſmall a Degree, he is like 
a brazen Wall ; yet in other Things he is of a pliable 
Diſpoſition, ready to pay Deference to others Opinions, 
to comply with their Inclinations, and has a Heart that 
is tender and flexible, like a little Child. 

Spiritual Pride diſpoſes Perſons to affect Separation, 
to ſtand at a Diſtance from others, as better than 
they; but on the contrary, the humble, Chriſtian is 
ready to look, upon himſelf as not worthy that others 
ſhould be united to him: And tho he will not be a 
Companion with one that is viſibly Chriſt's Enemy, 
yet his univerſal Benevolence delights in Union with 
his Fellow Creatures, and will maintain it as much as 
he poſſibly can, without givirg open Countenance to 
Iniquity, or wounding his own Soul. 

The humb e Chriitian is as it were clothed with 
Lowlineſs, Mildneſs, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs of Spirit 
and Behaviour, and with a ſoft, ſweet, condeſcending, 
winning Air and Deportment; theſe Things are juſt 
lice Garments to him, he is c/othed with Humility, he 
puts on, as the Ele of God, holy and belowed, Boavels 
of Mercies, Kindneſs,” Humbl neſs of Mind, Meekneſs, 
Long-ſuffering. a % | 

Humility has no ſuch Thing as Roughneſs, or Con- 
tempt, or. Fierceneſs, or Bitterneſs in its Nature; it 
makes a Perſon like a-liztle Child, harmleſs and inno- 
cent, and that none need to be aftaid of; or like a 
Lamb, deſtitute of all Bitterneſs, Wrath, Anger and 
Clamour, f 

Wich 
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| . 1 
Wich ſoch a Spirit as this ought eſpecially zealow Ml & 
-Miniiters of the Goſpel to be clothed, and thoſe that h 
God is pleated to employ as Inſtruments of promoting 
his Work: They ought indeed to be thorow in preach. in 
ing the Word of Gon, without mincing the Matter at WW 
all; in handling the Sword of the Spirit, as the Mini. al 
ſters of the Lord of Hoſts, they ought not to be mild 80 
and gentle, they are not to be gentle and moderate in 
Garhing and awakening the Conſcience, but ſhould be an 
Sons of Thunder. The Word of Gop, which is in 
itſelf ſharper than any two-edged Sword, ought not to 
be ſheathed by them, but ſo afed that its ſharp Edges 


may have their full Effect, even to the dividing aſun- Wi be 
der Soul and Spirit, Joints and Marrow; (provided they WF Mc 
do it without judging particular Perſons, leaving it to WM Jud 
Conſcience and the Spirit of Gow to make the Appli- cla 
cation) but all their Converſation ſhould ſavour of no- mo 
thing but Lowlineſs and Good-will, Love and Pity o Clc 
all Mankind; fo that ſuch a Spirit ſhould be like a WM Lor 
ſweet Odour diffuſed around them wherever they yo, WS 
or like a Light ſhining about them, their Faces ſhould WM and 
as it were Thine with it; they ſhould be like Lions to 1 
puilty Conſciences, but like Lambs to Mens Perſons. WF mar 
This would have no Tendency to prevent the awaken WW fer! 
ing of Mens Confciences, but on the contrary would ef 
have a very great Tendency to awaken them; it would and 
make way for the ſharp Sword to enter; it would re. Noi. 
move the Obſtacles, and make a naked Breaſt for the beau 
Arrow. Yea, the amiable Converſation of ſuch Mini. verſa 


- ers, in itſelf, would terrify the Conſciences of Men, Wor w 
as well as their terrible preaching ; both would co-ope- Wſtors, 
rate, one with another, to ſubdue the hard, and bring M 
down the proud Heart. If there had been conſtant 
and univerſally obſervable ſuch a Behaviour as this it 
itinerant Preachers, it would. have terrified the Con- 
ſciences of Sinners ten times as much as all the Invec 
tives and cenſorious Talk there has been concerning 
particular Perſons. Theſe Things have rather ſtupiked 
Sinners Conſciences ; they take them up, and maks 
uſe of them as a Shield, wherewith to defend them 
ſelves from the tharp Arrows of the Word that are * 
k 6 ; 
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by theſe Preachers : The Enemies of the preſent Work 
| have been glad of theſe Things with all their Hearte, 
WH Many of the moſt bitter of them are probably ſuch as 
in the Beginning of this Work had their Conſciences 
, ſomething galled and terrified with it ; but theſe Errors 
7 are the Things they chiefly make uſe of to heal the 
Lore that was made in their Conſciences. 
* 6. Spiritual Pride takes great notice of Oppoſition 
ind Injuries received, and is apt to be often ſpeaking 
u of them, and to be much in taking notice of the Ag» 
to gravations of them, either with an Air of Bitterneſs 
„or Contempt: Whereas Humility diſpoſes a Perſon to 
n. be like his Lord, when reviled, dumb, not opening his 
ey Mouth, but committing himſelf in Silence to him that 
o odgeth righteouſly. The humble Chriſtian, the more 
i- clamorous and furious the World is againſt him, the 
no more ſilent and ſtill will he be; unleſs it be in his 
to WR Cloſet, and there he will not be ſtill. Our bleſſed 
- 2 WW Lord ſeems never to have been ſo filent, as when the 
oo, World compaſſed him round, reproaching, buffeting 
ld and ſpitting on him, with loud and virulent Outcries. 
$ to There has been too much Talk of late, am 
ons. WT many of the Friends of Religion, about Oppoſition an 
der: WE Perſecution. It becomes the Followers of the Lamb 
ould of Gop, when the World is in an Uproar about them, 
ould and full of Clamour againſt them, not to raiſe another 
Noiſe to anſwer it, but to be till and quiet. Tis not 
beautiful, at ſuch a Time, to have Pulpits and Con- 
verſation ring with the Sound of Perſecution, Perſecution, 
or with abundant Talk about Phariſees, carnal Perſecu- 
tors, and the Seed of the Serpent. | 
Meekneſs and Quietneſs among Go p's People, when 
oppoſed and reviled, would be the ſureſt Way to have 
Cop remarkably appear for their Defence. Nothing 
k ſo effectual to bring Go p down from Heaven in the 
Defence of his People, as their Patience under Suffer- 
Ings. When Chritt girds his Sword upon his Thigh, 
with his Glory and Majeſty, and in his Mojeſty rides pro- 
perouſly, his right Hand teaching him terrible Things, 
? 1s becauſe of Truth and MEEKNE85S,. and Righteouſ- 
2% Plal, xlv. 3, 4. God will cauſe Judgment to be 
G 3 heard 
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heard from Heaven; the Earth ſhall fear and be fill, u 
and God will ariſe to Judgment, to ſave all the Mei F. 
of the Earth, Pſal. Ixxviii And thus it is that we Wl 
might expect to have Chriſt appear for us, if, under WWF C 


all Reproaches we are loaded with, we behaved our- < 
ſelves with a Lamb-like Meekneſs and Gentleneſs: ii. 
But if our Spirits are raiſed, and we are vehement and Mt i! 
noiſy with our Complaints, this will be to take upon A. 
us our own Defence, and God will leave it with us, ne 
to vindicate our Cauſe as well as we can; yea, if we bor 
g0 on in a Way of Bitterneſs, and high cenſuring, it Wi vi. 
will be the Way to have him rebuke us, and put u 1s 
to Shame before our Enemies. tha 
Here ſome may be ready to ſay, ** *Tis not in our il v. 

„ own Cauſe that we are thus vehement, but in the ane 
<< Cauſe of Gop ; and the Apoſlle directed the pri has 
*+ mitive Chriſtians to contend earnefily for the Faith of 
« once delivered to. the Snhiuts- But how was it that : 
the primitive Chriſtians contended earneſtly for the t 
Faith? They defended the Truth with a holy Cor- and 
verſation, but gave their Reaſons with Meekneſs and i tha. 
Fear: They contended earnefily for the Faith, yea not. 
they reſiſted unto Blood, ſtriving againſt Sin; but the I bea. 
Blood that was ſhed in this earneſt Strife, was their 4 t 
eat 


own Blood, and not the Blood of their Enemies. I 
was in the Cauſe of God that Peter was ſo fierce, and tho” 
drew his Sword, and began to ſmite with it; but 
Chriſt bids him put up his Sword again, telling him 
that they that take the Sword ſhall periſh by the his P 
Sword. They are the greateſt Conquerors in a Time 
of Perſecution, who bear it with the greateſt Mecknet 
and Patience. 

7. Another Effect of fpiritual Pride is a certain ſell 
confident Boldneſs before Gop and Men. Thus ſome, 
in their great Rejoicings before Gop, have not rejoices 
with a reverential Trembling, in a proper Senſe of tis 
Majeſty of Gop, and the awful Diſtance betweel 
GOD and them. And there has alſo been an 1mpro- 
per Boldneſs before Men; which is a great Error, and 
quite contrary to Scripture, There 1s a Fear of Rene 
rence that is due to ſome Men, Rom. xiii. 7. * ! 
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vm Fear, Honour to whom Honur. And there is a 
fear of Modeſty and Shamefacedneſs in Inferiors to- 
+ WW wards Superiors, that is amiable, and required by 
» Wh Chriſtian Rules, 1 Pet. iii. 2. While” they behold your 
„(ale Converſation, coupled with Fear. And, 1 Tim. 
. WH 9. I lile manner alſo, that. Women adorn themſelves 
4 Wl nodeſt Apparel, with Shamefacedneſs and Sobriety. 
And the Apoſtle means, that Modeſty, or Shamefaced- 
b. ness, and Reverence towards Men, ought to have 
io Wh ſome Place, even in our religious Communication one 
ich another. The ſame is alſo evident by 1 Pez, iii. 
os i 15. Be ready always to give an Anſwer to every Man 
that aſketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in you, 
dr Meeknefs and Fear, Tis well if that very Fear 
the and Shamefacedneſs, which the Apoſtle recommends, 
pr. has not ſometimes been condemned, under the Name 

in of a curſed Fear of Man. ; 
hat 'Tis beautiful for Perſons, when they are at Prayer 
the as the Mouth of others, to make GOD only their Fear 
on- and their Dread, and to be wholly forgetful of Men 
and chat are preſent, who, let them be great or ſmall, are 
yea nothing in the Preſence of the great GOD. And *tis 
"the beautiful for a Miniſter, when he ſpeaks in the Name 
heir of the Lord of Hoſts, to be bold, and put off all 
Fear of Men. And ' tis beautiful in private Chriſtians, 
and o' they are Women and Children, to be bold in pro- 
ſeſüng the Faith of Chriſt, and in the Practice of all 


hin Religion, and in owning GOD's Hand in the Work of 
_ the his Power and Grace, without any Fear of Men, tho' 
Tine they ſhould be reproached as Fools and Madmen, and 


frowned upon by great Men, and caſt off by Parents 
and all the World. But for private Chriſtians, Wo- 


| (een and others, to inſtruct, and exhort, with a like 
ſaws Sort of Boldneſs as becomes a Miniſter when preach- 
joiced Ng, is not beautiful. 
of e 8. Another Effect of ſpiritual Pride is 4//uming : Tt 


akes it natural to Perſons ſo to act and ſpeak, as tho? 


tween. . | 

mp. t in a ſpecial Manner belong'd to them to be taken 
, an Notice of, and regarded. It is very natural to a Per- 
Rer. that is much under the Influence of it, to take all 


de Reſpect that is paid him: If others ſhew a Diſpo- 
| ſition 
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ſition to yield him the Deference of a Preceptor, 
bo is open to it, and freely admits it; yea, tis na» 
tural for him to e 
much Notice of it if he fails of it, and to have an 
ill Opinion of others that don't el him that which he 
looks upon as his Prerogative He is apt to clothe him- 
felf with a judicial and dogmatical Air in Converſa- 
tion, and to take it upon him, as what belongs to him, 
to give forth his Sentence, and to determine and de- 
cide, Whereas Humility waunteth not itſelf, and i; 
apt to frefer others in Honour. One under the In- 
Auence of ſpiritual Pride, naturally puts on the Ain 
of a Maſter: Whereas one that 1s humble naturally 
has on the Air of a Diſciple ; his Voice is, What 
% ſhallI do? What ſhall I do, that I may live more to 
„% Gon's Honour? What ſhall I do with this wicked 
Heart? He is ready to receive Inſtruction from 
any body, agreeable to Jam. i. 19. Wherefore, my be. 
loved Brethren, let every Man be fwift to hear, flow 
to ſpeak The humble Chriſtian thinks he wants 
Help from every body ; whereas he that is proud 
thinks every body wants his Help. Chriſtian Humility 
| Intreats and beſeeches ; ſpiritual Pride affects to com- 
mand, and warn with Authority, 

There ought to be the utmoſt Watchfulneſs againſt 
all ſuch Appearances of ſpiritual Pride, in all that prg- 
feſs to have been the Subjects of this Work, and eſpe- 
cially in the Promoters of it, but above all in itinerant 
Preachers: The moſt eminent Gifts, and higheſt 
Tokens of Gop's Favour will not excuſe them. Alas! 
what is Man at his beſt Eſtate! What is the moſt 
highly favoured Chriſtian, or the moſt ſucceſsful Mi. 
niſter, that he ſhould now think he is ſufficient for 
ſomething, and ſomebody to be regarded ; and that 
he ſhoald go forth, and at. among his Fellow Creatures 
as if he were wiſe, and ſtrong, and good! 

They whom Gop has made uſe of, as_it were, t0 
bring up his People out of Egypt, as he did of Me- 
ſes, ſhouid take heed that they don't provoke Gov, 
as Moſes did. The Fruits of Mo/es's Unbelief, which 
provoked Gop to ſhut him out of Canaan, were 


| 


xpect ſuch Treatment, and to take | 
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efiefly theſe two; Firft, His mingling Bitterneſs with 
his Zeal. He had a great Zeal for God, and he could 
not bear to ſee the intolerable Stiff-neckedneſs of the 
People, that they did not acknowledge the Work of 
Gov, and were not convinced by all his Wonders they 
had ſeen : But human Paſſion was mingled with his 
Zeal : They angred him alſo at the Waters of Strift ; 
fo that it went ill with Moſes for their Sakes : Be-- 
cauſe they provoked his Spirit, ſo that he ſpake unad- 
wiſedly with his Lips. Pal. cvi. 32, 33. Hear now ye 
Rebels ſays he, with Bitterneſs of Language. 2 
conilly, He aſſumed too much to himſelf ; Hear now ye 
Rebels, muſt we fetch Water out of this Rock? His 
Temptations indeed were very. great ; for he had 
had great Diſcoveries of Gop, who had made him 
the Inſtrument of great Good to his Church: And 
they were now too ſtrong for him: Which ſurely ſhould 
make our young Miniſters exceeding careful, and diſ- 
truſtful of themſelves. Alas! how far are we from 
its Wl having the Strength of holy, meek, aged Mo/es ! And 
ud the Temptation at this Time is exceeding great to 
ty WH both thoſe Errors that Mo/es was guilty of: To Bit- 
n- WW terneſs and corrupt Paſſion with Zeal ; there is ſo much 

unreaſonable Oppoſition made againſt this glorious 
nt Work, and ſo much Stiff-neckedneſs manifeſted in 
0- Maltiudes of this Generation, notwithſtanding all the 
e- wonderful Works of Gop. And there is alſo great 
nt Temptation to an aſſuming Behaviour: When a Mi- 
eſt niſter is greatly bleſt from Time to Time, and fo draws 
sche Eyes of the Multitude upon him, and he ſees him- 
oft ſelf flocked after, and reſorted to as an Oracle, and 
li. People are ready to adore him, and to offer Sacrifice 
for to him, as it was with Paul and Barnabas at Lyſtra, 
nat it is almoſt impoſſible for a Man to avoid taking upon 
res him the Airs of a Maſter, or ſome extraordinary Per- 

lon ; a Man had need to have much divine Aſſiſtance, 
to do reſiſt the Temptation. But the greater our Dangers 
l. re, the more ought to be our Watchfulneſs and 
v, frayer, and Diffidence of ourſelves. And we ſhould 
ich take Warning by Gideon, who after Gop had highly 
ere faroured him, and made him the Inſtrument of a 
wonderful 
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Apoſtle ſeems to explain what he means by it, in. 
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wonderful Deliverance for his People, at length made I ben. 
a Gop of the Spoils of his Enemies, which became a * 
Snare to him and to his Houſe 2 7 
There has been in ſome, that 1 believe are true 1 
Friends of Religion, too much Appearance of Pride, wy 
in their Treatment of thoſe that they looked upon to ap 
be earnal Men; and particularly in refuſing: to enter * 
into any Diſcourſe or Reaſoning with them. Indeed to aue 
ſpend a great deal of Time in jangling about Religion, Ml :* 
is not the Way to propagate it; and ſome are ſo 7 
dreadfully ſet againſt this Work, that it is a diſmal F 
Task to diſpute with them; all that one can ſay is hy 
utterly in vain, I have found it ſa by Experience. 5 | 
But yet we ought to be very careful that we don't re. ; " 
faſe — with Men, with any Appearance of a * 


ſupercilious Neglect, as tho* we counted them not 
worthy to be regarded; on the contrary, we ſhould 
condeſcend to carnal Men, as Chriſt has condeſcended 
to us, to bear with our Unteachableneſs and Stupidity, 


and ſtill to follow us with Inſtructions, Line upon Lire, * 
and Precept upon Precept, ſaying, Come let us. reaſon t 95 
together ; ſetting Light before us, and uſing all mar- to b. 
ner of Arguments with us, and waiting upon w__ 
- ſach dull Scholars, as it were hoping that we ſhould f 25d 
receive Light. We ſhould be ready with Meekrel [is 
and Calmneſs, without hot Diſputing, to give ou Dise. 
Reaſons why we think this Work is the Work of Gov, b. 
to carnal Men when they ask us, and not turn then 11 W 
by as not worthy to be talk'd with; as the Apoſiled- with 
rected the primitive Chriſtians to be ready to give 4 var 
Reaſon of the Chriſtian Faith and Hope to the Ene. Vien 
mies of Chriſtianity. And we ought not to condemn at + 
Reaſoning about Things of Religion under the Name of pied 
carnal Reaſon. For my part, Ideſire no better than that he 0 
thoſe that oppoſe this Work ſhould come fairly to ſubmit WF - 
to have the Cauſe betwixt us tried by ſtrict Reaſoning: Goſo 
One Qualification that the Scripture ſpeaks of once le 
and again, as requiſite in a Miniſter, is, that he ſhodd ee; 
be aur x O., apt to teach, 1 Tim. iii, 2. And the Bat. 


Tim. ii. 24, 25. or at leaſt expreſſes one Thing he 5 
tend 
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tends by it, dix. That a Miniſter ſhould be ready 
e meekly to condeſcend to, and inſtruct Oppoſers ; The 
Servant of the Lord muſt not flrive, but be gentle unto 
all Men ; apt to teach, fag in Meekneſs inſtructing 
© i tbo/e that oppoſe themſelwes, if GOD peradventure will 
. give them Repentance, to dhe acknowledging of the 

Truth. abc: | 
Secondly, Another Thing from whence Errors in Con- 
duct, that attend ſuch a Revival of Religion, do ariſe, 
MK wrong Principles. , PA 


One of theſe is, that whatſoe ver is found to be of 


al preſent Benefit ought to be practiſed, without looking 
do future Conſequences. Some Perſons ſeem to think 
e. that it ſufficiently juſtifies any Thing that they ſay or 
© WT do, that it is found to be for their preſent Edification, 
1nd the Edification of thoſe that are with them; and 
xr therefore they think they © ſhould not concern them- 


9 ſelves about Conſequences, but leave them with Gon. 
el BY Indeed Things that are in themſelves our Duty, being 
ty, required by abſolute Commands'of Gop, muſt be done, 
and future Conſequences left with -Gop ; our Diſcre- 
lan tion takes no Place here; but in other Things we are 
so be governed by Diſcretion, and muſt not only look 
n the preſent Good, but our View muſt be extenſive, 
a and we muſt look at the Conſequences of Things. 
is the Duty of Miniſters eſpecially to exerciſe this 
Diſcretion : In Things wherein they are not determined 
by an abſolute Rule, and that are not injoin'd them by 


with that general Rule, That they ſhould exerciſe the 


; utmoit Wiſdom in purſuing that which, upon the beſt 
* View of the Conſequences of Things, will tend moſt 
= to the Advancement of his Kingdom. This is im- 
rh pied in thoſe Words of Chriſt to his Diſciples, when 
— be ſent them forth, Be ye aviſe as Serpents, Matt. x. 


16. The Scriptures always repreſents the Work of a 
Goſpe! Miniſter by thoſe Employ ments that require a 


\uld ile Foreſight of, and Proviſion for, future Conſequen- 
he ces. So it 15 compared to the Buſineſs of a Steward, a 


Bufineſs that in an eminent Manner requires Forecaſt, 
nnd a wiſe laying in of Proviſion for the Supply of 
| | | the 


a Wiſdom ſuperior to their own, Chriſt has left them 
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the Needs of the Family, So *tis compared to be f 
Buſineſs of an Haſßbandman, that almoſt wholly confi; WM h 
in thoſe Things that are done with a View to the f. \ 
ture Fruits and Conſequences of his Labour, 80 fe « 
Work of the Miniſtry is compared to that of a wie 2 
Builder or Architect, who has a long Reach and com- 2 
prehenſive View; and for whom it is neceſſary, tha, WW ( 
when he begins a Building, he ſhould have at on i; 
a View of the whole Frame, and all the future Pa 7; 
of the Structure, even to the Pinacle, that all may ih re 
be fram'd together, So it is compar'd to the . ſe 
fineſs of a Trader or Merchant, a Buſineſs that exceed. A 
ingly requires Forecaſt, and, without it, is never lik 2 
to be followed with any Succeſs. Tis alſo compari C 
to the Buſineſs of a Soldier that goes to War, which i a 
a Buſineſs that perhaps, above any other, requis ot 
great Foreſight, and a wiſe Proviſion for future Even ho 
and Conſequences. | * 
And particularly Miniſters ought not to be care gi. 
how much they ruffle the Minds of thoſe they eſteenM C. 
natural Men, or how great an Uproar they raiſe nM th. 
the carnal World. This certainly is not to follow ie ay; 
Example of St. Paul, who, though ke would not d w 
part from his. Duty to pleaſe carnal Men, yet, where Nute 
he might with a good Conſcience, did exceedingly H Re 
out himſelf to pleaſe them, and if poſlible to avi ſuc 
raiſing in the Multitude, Prejudices, Oppoſitions and too 
Tumults againſt the Goſpel ; and look'd upon it, th wa 
it was of great Conſequence that it ſhould be, if e 1 
fible, avoided ; Give none Offence, neither to the Ju 
nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of GOD : E He 
as I pleaſe all Men in all Things, not ſeeking mine cu the 
Profit, but the Profit of many, that they may be ſav aga 
1 Cor. x. 32, 33. Yea, he declares, that he mad and 


himſelf a kind of a Servant to all Sorts of Men, cot 
forming to their Cuſtoms and various Humour 1 
every I hing wherein he might, even in Things tit : 
were very burdenſome to him, that he might a 7 
fright Men away from Chriſtianity, and cauſe then put 
to ſtand as it were armed againſt it; but on the crit vn 
trary, if poſlible, might with Condeſcenſion ar | 

9 PFriendſ 
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Friendſhip win and. draw them to it. And agreeable 
hereto are the Directions he gives to others, both. 


f. Miniſters and People: So he directs the Chriſtian Ro- 
be mant, not to pleaſe themſelves, but every one pleaſe bit 


Neighbour, for his Good, to Edification, Rom, xv. 1, 


m. 2. and to follow after the Things that make for Peace, 
at WY Chap. xiv. 19. And he preſſes it in Terms exceed- 


ingly ftrong, Row. xii. 18. J it be pofible, as much as 


erb in you, live praceably wwith all Men. And he di- 
ich refts Miniſters to endeavour, if poſſible, to gain Oppo» 
Bu fers by a meek condeſcending Treatment, avoiding all 
ed. Appearance of Strife or Fierceneſs, 2 Tim. ii. 24, 75 
like — To the like Purpoſe the fame Apoſtle directs 
(88 Chriſtians to evalk in Wi/dom towards them that are 


without, Eph. iv. 5. and to avoid giving Offence to 
others, if we can, that our Good may not be evil 
polen of, Rom. xiv. 16, So that tis evident the moſt 
zealous and. moſt ſucceſsful Prepagator of vital Reli- 
ell gion that ever was, looked upon it to be of great 
een Conſequence to endeavour, as much as poſſible, by all 
cn the Methods of lawful Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, to 


tu avoid raiſing the Prejudice and VIE of the 
ave done our 


de World againſt Religion, When we 

rel WY utmoſt, there will be Oppoſition enough againſt vital 
Religion, againſt which the carnal Mind of Man has 
vol ſuch an Enmity, as in the Apoſtle's Days, though he 


tau was faithful in his Work, Perſecution almoſt ev 
where was raiſed againſt him. | 
Jew I know there is naturally a great Enmity in the 
£88 Heart of Man againſt vital Religion; and I believe 
zeug there would have been a great deal of Oppoſition 
av againſt this glorious Work of Gop, if the Subjects 
and Promoters of it had behaved themſelves never ſo 
"IWF agreeably to Chriſtian Rules; and I believe if this 
Work goes on and ſpreads much in the World, ſo as to 
tat begin to ſhake Kingdoms and Nations, it will dread- 
© u fully dir up the Rage of Earth and Hell, and will 


then put the World into the greateſt Uproar that ever it 
. was in ſince it ſtood; I believe Satan's dying Struggles 


will be the moſt violent: But yet I believe a great 
8 deal 


took ſo much Pains to pleaſe Men, yet, becauſe he 
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deal might þe "done to reftrain this Oppoſition, by 
a good Conformity to that of the Apoſtle James, Who 
i: a wiſe Man, and endued with Knowledge ? let hin 
ſhew out of a good Converſation bis Works with Meeks 
he/s of Wiſdom, Jam. iii. 13, | 
10. Under this Head of Careleſſneſs of Conſequen- 
ces, it may be proper to ſay ſomething of intro- 
ducing Things new and ſtrange, and that have a 
Tendency by their Novelty to ſhock. and ſurprize 
People. Nothing can be more evident from the 
New Teſtament, than that ſuch Things ought to be 
done with great Caution and Moderation, to avoid 
the Offence that may be thereby given, and the Preju- 
dices that might be raiſed, to hinder the Progreſs of 
Religion ; yea, that it ought to be thus in Things 
that are good and excellent, provided they are not of 
the Nature of abſolute Duty, which though they may 
"appear to be Innovations, yet can't be neglected with- 
out Diſobedience to the Commands of Gop. What 
great Caution did the Apoſtles uſe in introducing 
Things that were new, and aboliſhing Things that were 
old ? How gradually were the ceremonial Performances 
of the Law of Maſes aboliſh'd among the Chriſtian 
Fews ? And how long did even the Apoſtle Paul him- 
felf conform to thoſe Ceremonies, . which he calls weak 
and beggarly Elements? So it ſeems to have been 
very gradually that the Fez Sabbath was aboliſhed, 
and the Chriſtian Sabbath introduced. Thus ſtrictly 
did the Apoſtles obſerve the Rule that their bleſſed 
Maſter gave them, of not putting new Wine inio old 
Bottles, leſt they ſhould burſt the Bottles, and loſe 
the Wine. And how did Chriſt himſelf, while on 
Earth, forbear fo plainly to teach his Diſciples the 
great Doctrines of Chriſtianity, concerning his Satisfac- 
tion, and the Nature and Manner of a Sinver's Juſti- 
fication and Reconciliation with Gop ? Becauſe, in 
that infant State, their Minds were not prepar'd for 
ſuch Inſtructions; and therefore the more clear and 
full Revelation of theſe Things was reſerved. for the 
Time when they ſhould be inlightned and ſtrengthened 
by the Spirit after his Aſcenſion ; 7 have * 
ing 
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Things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
Howbeit, when he the Spirit of Truth is come, he will 
guide you into all Truth, John xvi 13, 13. And Mark 
iv. 33. And with many ſuch Parables ſpale he the 
Word unto them, as they were able to bear it. 
Theſe Things might be enough to convince any one, 
that does not think himſelf wiſer than Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, that great Prudence and Caution ſhould be 
uſed in introducing Things into the Church of Gop, 
that are very uncommon, though in themſelves they 
may be very excellent, leſt by our Raſhneſs and impru- 
dent Haſte we hinder Religion much more than we 
help 1t. 

N that are influenced by an indiſcreet Zeal are 
always in too much Haſte; they are impatient of De- 
lays, and therefore are for jumping to the uppermoſt 
Step firſt.: All their Strength is employed in advancing 
the Building in Height, without taking Care 3 
tionably to enlarge the Bottom: Or they are for put- 
ting on the Cupola before they come to it, or before 
the lower Parts of the Building are done; which tends 
at once to put a Stop to the Building, and hinder it 
ever being a compleat Structute. Many that are thus 
imprudent and haſty with their Zeal, have a real Appe- 
tite for that which is good; but are like Children tha t 


are impatient to wait for the Fruit till the proper Sea- 


fon of it. And oftentimes in their Haſte they overſnoot 
their Mark, and fruſtrate their own End ; they put 
that which they would obtain further out of Reach, 
and confirm that which they would remove. We are 
now juſt as it were beginning to recover out of a dread- 
ful Diſeaſe that we have been long under ; and to feed 
a Man recovering from a Fever with ſtrong Meat at 
once, is the ready Way to kill him, It is a vain Pre- 
judice that ſome have lately imbibed againſt ſuch Rules 
of Prudence and Moderation: They will be forced to 
come to them at laſt ; they'll find themſelves that they 
are not able to maintain their Cauſe without them; 
and, if they won't hearken before, Experience will 
convince them at laſt, when it will be too late for 
them to rectify their Miſtake. 


H-2 11, Another 
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11, Another erroneous Principle, that has been an 
Occaſion of fome Confuſion, 1s, that external Order in 


Matters of Religion is. but little to be regarded: Tu 


ſpoken ligh ly of, under the Names of Ceremonies and 
Bead. Fo ms, and is probably the more deſpiſed by 
ſome, becauſe their Oppoſers inſiſt ſo much upon it, 
and becauſe they are ſo continually hearing from them 
the Cry of Diſorder and Confufion.——"Tis objected 
?gainſt the Importarce of external Order, that Goy 
does not look at the outward Form, but at the Heart, 
But that is a weak Argument againſt its Importance, 
that true Godlineſs does not conſiſt in it; for it may 
be equally made uſe of againſt all the outward Means 
of Grace whatſoever. True Godlineſs does not con- 
fit in Ink and Paper, but yet that would be a fooliſh 
Objection againſt the Importance of Ink and Paper in 
Religion, when without it we could not have the 
Word of Gop. If any external Means at all are 
needſul, any outward Actions of a publick Nature, or 
wherein Gon's People are jointly concerned, without 
doubt external Order is needful : The Management of 
an external Affair that is publick, or wherein a Mul- 
titude is concerned, without Order, is in every Thing 
found impoſſible. Without Order there can be no ge- 
neral Direction of a Multitude to any particular 
fgned Erd; their Purpoſes will croſs one another, and 
the) won't help, but hinder one another. A Multi- 
tude can't act in Union one with another without Ot- 
der; Confuſion ſeparates and divides them. If a Mal- 
titude would help one another in any Affair, they muſt 
unite themſelves one to another in a regular Subordina- 
tion of Members, in ſome meaſure as it is in the na- 
tural Body; by chis Means they will be in ſome Ca- 
pacity to act with united Strength: And thus Chriſt 
— appointed that it ſhould be in the viſible Church, 
1 Cor. xii. 14. Rom. xii. 4,5, 6, 7, 8. Zeal without 
Order will do but litile, or at leaſt it will be effeQual 
but a little while. Let a Company, that are very zes. 
lous againſt the Enemy, go forth to War without any 
Manner of Order, every one ruſhing forward as his Zeal 
ſhall drive him, all in Confuſion ; if they gain e 
| thing 
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thing at firſt Onſet, by ſurprizing the Enemy, yet how 
ſoon do they come to nothing ? Order is one of the 
moſt neceſſary of all external Means of the ſpirirual 
Good of Gop's Church, and therefore it is requiſite 
even in Heaven itſelf, where there is the leaſt Need of 
any external Means of Grace. And the Neceſſity of 
it in order to the carrying on any Deſign wherein a 
Multitude are concerned, is ſo great, that even the De- 
vils in Hell are driven to ſomething of it, that the 
may carry on the Deſigns of their Kingdom. And 'tis 
very obſervable, that thoſe Kinds of irrational Crea- 
tures for whom it is needful that they ſhould act in 
Union, and join a Multitude together, to carry on any 
Work for their Preſervation, d6, by a wonderful In- 
ſtint, obſerve and maintain a moſt regular and exact 
Order among themſelves. And Order in the viſible 
Church is not only neceſſary to the Church's Proſperity, 
but is abſolutely neceſſary to its Defence ; without it, 
'tis like a City without Walls, and can be in no Ca- 
pcity to defend itſelf from any Kind of Miſchief : 
And ſo, however it be an external Thing, yet is not 
to be deſpiſed on that Account; for though it be not 
the Food of Souls, yet it is in ſome reſpect their De- 
fence. The People of Holland would be very 
fooliſh to deſpiſe the Dikes that keep out the Sea from 
overwhelming them, under the Names of dead Stones 
and vile Earth, becauſe the Matter of which they are 
built is not good to eat. | ; 

12. Thus I have conſidered the two firſt of thoſe 
three Cauſes of Error in Conduct that were mention'd ; 
I come now to the | Wh 

Third and laſt Cauſe of the Errors of thoſe that have 
appear'd*to be the Subjects or zealous Promoters of this 
Work, wiz. a being ignorant or unobſervant of ſome 
particular Things, by which the Devil has ſpecial Ad- 
vantage. | 

And here I would particularly take notice, 1. Of 
ſome Things with reſpe&t to the inward Experiences 
of Chriſtians : And, 2. Something with regard to the 
external Effects of Experiences. 


II 3 There 
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There are three Things I would take notice of 
with cegard to the Experiences of Chriſtians, by which 
the Devil has many Advantages againſt us. | 
The firſt Thing is the Mzxture there is in the Ex- 
Periences of Chriſtians ; whereby when they have 
truly ſpiritual Diſcoveries and Exerciſes, they have 
— ſomething mix'd with them beſides what is ſpiritual, 
The Beam of Light, as it comes from the Fountain of 
Light upon our Hearts, is 3 but as it is reflected 
_ thence, it is mix'd : The as ſent from Heaven, 
and planted in the Heart, is pure; but, as it ſprings 
up out of the Heart, is impure: Vea, there is common» 
ly a much greater Mixture than Perſons ſeem to have 
any Imagination of; I have often thought that the 
Experiences of Chriſtians are very frequently as it is 
with ſome Sorts of Fruits, that are invelop'd in ſeveral 
© Coverings of thick Shells, which are thrown away by 
him that gathers the Fruit, and but a very ſmall Part 
of the whole Bulk is the pure Kernel that is good to 
The Things, of all which there is frequently ſome 
Mixture, even with great and high Experiences, are 
theſe three; Human or natural Affection and Paſſions ; 
Impreſſions on the Imagination; and a Degree of Self- 
righteouſneſs or ſpiritual Pride. There is very often 
with that which is ſpiritual, a great Mixture of that 
Affection or Paſſion which ariſes from natural Prin- 
ciples ; ſo that Nature has a very great Hand in thoſe 
vehement Motions and Flights of the Paſhons that ap- 
. Hence the ſame Degrees of Divine Communi- 
cations ſhall have different Effects, in Perſons of diffe- 
rent natural Tempers. And ſometimes there is not 
enly a Mixture of that which is common and natural, 
but even that which is animal, which is in a great 
meaſure from the Body, and is properly the Reſult of 
the animal Frame. So, Mm that Love that Chriſtians 
have one to another, very often there is a great Mi- 
ture of what ariſes from common and natural Prin- 
ciples ; yea, there may be a Mixture of natural Love 
to the oppofite Sex. So Zeal, though it be an excel- 
lent Virtue, a heavenly Flame, when it is pure; 4 
* 
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it is exerciſed in thoſe who are little ſanctiſied, and 
little humbled, is very apt to be mix'd with human 
Paſſion, yea, with corrupt, hateful Affections, Pride and 
Bitterneſs. | 

15. Another Thing that is often mixed with what 
is ſpiritual in the Experiences of Chriſtians, are Im- 
preſſions on the Imagination; whereby Perſons, toge- 
ther with a ſpiritual Underſtanding of divine Things, and 
a ſtrong Senſe of their Excellency or great Importance, 
have ſtrongly impreſſed on their Minds external Ideas 
cr Images of Things. A Degree of Imagination in 
ſuch a Caſe, as I have obſerv'd elſewhere, is unavoi d- 
able, and neceſſarily ariſes from human Nature, as 
conſtituted in the preſent State; and a Degree of Ima- 
gination is really uſeful, and often of great Benefit; 
but, when it is in too great a Degree, it becomes an 
impure Mixture that is prejudicial. And it greatly 
contributes to the other Kind of Mixture mentioned 
before, wiz. of natural Affections and Paſſions. 

Another Thing that is often mix*d with the Expe- 
riences of Chriſtians, which is the worſt Mixture of all, 
is Self-righteouſneſs or ſpiritual Pride. This is often 
mix'd with the Joys of Chriſtians : The Joy that they 
have is not purely the Joy of Faith, or a Rejoici 
in Chriſt Jeſus, but is partly a Rejoicing in themſelves, 
There is often in their Elevations a looking upon them- 
ſelves, and a viewing their own high Attainments 
they rejoiee partly becauſe they are taken with their 
A own Experiences and great Diſcoveries; and this 
& heightens all their Paſſions, and eſpecially thoſe Effects 
V that are more external. | 
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t There is a much greater Mixture of theſe Things in 
1, dhe Experiences of ſome Chriſtians than others; in 
zt ſome the Mixture is ſo great, as. very much to obſcure 


of and hide the Beauty of Grace in them, like a thick 
ns Smoke that hinders all the Shining of the Fire. 

1 Theſe Things we ought to be well aware of, that 
ne Ve may know what to countenance, and what to diſ- 
courage ; otherwiſe Satan will have a vaſt Advantage 
againſt us, for he works in the corrupt Mixture. Some- 
tunes for want of Perſons diſtinguiſhing the Ore from 
the 
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the pure Metal, thoſe Experiences are moſt admir'd by 
the Perſons themſelves that are the Subjects of them, 
and by others, that are not the moſt excellent. The 
great external Effects, and Vehemence of the Paſſions, 
and violent Agitations of the animal Spirits, are ſome. 
times much owing to the corrupt Mixture. I have 
obſerved a great Differerce among thoſe that are dif. 
poſed to be earneſtly talking to thoſe that are about 
them : Some infiſt moſt on what they behold in Gop 
and Chriſt, the Glory of the divine Perfections, Chriſt 
wonderful Condeſcenfion and Grace, their own Un- 
worthineſs, and the infinite Obligations they themſelves 
and others are under to love and ſerve Gop ; other 
almoſt wholly on their own high Privileges, their Aſſu- 
rance of Gop's Love and Favour, and the Weaknek 
and Wickedneſs of Oppoſers, and how much they are 
above their Reach. The latter may have much of 
the Preſence of Gop, but their Experiences are not ſo 
ſolid and unmix'd as the former. And there is a great 
deal of Difference in Perſons Earneſtneſs in their Talk 
and Behaviour : In ſome it ſeems to come indeed from 
the Fulneſs of the ir Hearts, and from the great Senſe 
they have of the Certainty and infini e Greatneſs of 
eternal Things attended with all Appearances of great 
Humility ; but in others, their Earneſtneſs ſeems to 
ariſe from a great Mixture of human Paſſion, and an 
intemperate Agitation of the Spirits, which appears by 
their Farneftneſs and Vehemence not being proportion: 
ed to the Nature of the Subject they inſiſt on, but they 
are violent in every Thing they ſay, as much when 
they are talking of Things of ſmaller Importance, a 
when ſpeaking of Things of greater Weight. And 
there have been ſome few Inſt:nces of a more ex 
traordinary Nature ſtil, even: of Perſons finding them- 
ſelyes conſtrain'd to cry out, from an unaccountable 
Kind of bodily Preſfure, without any extraordinary 
View of any Thing in their Minds, or Senſe of any 

Thing upon their Hearts; wherein probably there wa 
the immediate Hand of the Devil. | 

16, Another Thing by which the Devil has great 
Advantage, is the unheeded Defeds there ſometimes 
- 1 are 
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are in the Experiences f true Chriſtians, and thoſe 
bigh Affections, wherein there is much that is truly 
bod. T 
4 What I now have reſpect to is ſomething diverſe 
from that Defe& or Impesfeftion of Degree which is in 
every holy Diſpoſition and Exerciſe ; what I aim at ia, 
Experiences being defective in ſome particular Thing 
that ought to be in them; which though it be not 
ſuch a Defea as renders them utterly vain, and altoge- 
ther abominable to Gop, yet is ſuch a Defect as 
maims and deforms the Experience: The Eſſence of 
truly Chriſtian Experiences is not wanting, but yet that 
is wanting that is very needful in order to the proper 
Beauty of the Image of Chrift in ſuch a Perſon's Ex- 
periences; Things are very much out of due Propor- 
tion: There is indeed much of ſome Things, but at 
the ſame Time there is ſo little of ſome other Things 
that ſhould be, that the Defe& very much deforms the 
Chriſtian, 71 | | 

When this Deficiency and Diſproportion is great, it 
is not only a great Deformity in itſelf, but has many ill 
Conſequences ; it gives the Devil great Advantage, 
and leaves a Door open for Corruption, and expoſes to 
very unlovely Actions, and iflues oftentimes in the 
great wounding of the Soul. 

For the better underſtanding of this Matter, we may 
obſerve, that Gov, in the Revelation that he has made 
of himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, has taken Care to give a 
proportionable Manifeſtation of two Kinds of Excel- 
lencies or Perfections of his Nature, wiz. thoſe that 
tend to poſſeſs us with Awe and Reverence ; and thoſe 
that tend to draw and encourage us : By the one, he 
appears as an infinitely great, holy, and Heart-ſearch- 
ing Judge ; by the other, as a gentle and gracious Fa- 
ther and a loving Friend : By the one, he is a pure, 
karching and burning Flame; by the other, a ſweet, 
refreſhing Light. Theſe two Kinds of Attributes are 
admirably tempered together in the Revelation of the 
Goſpel: There is a proportionable Manifeſtation of 
Jultice and Mercy, Holineſs and Grace, Authority and 
Condeſcenſion. Gop hath thus ordered, that his 41 
verſe 
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Nature ſhould be duly proportion'd one to another: 


holy Majeſty, without a proportionable Diſcovery d 


in ſuch a Caſe high Diſcayeries, at the ſame Tine 
the Occaſion of Sin: And many Times the Spirit d 


their own Hearts, and ſhould pray to Gop that It 


. 
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verſe Exce'lencies, as he reveals himſelf in the Pace 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould” have a proportionable Manife. 
ſtation : He knew it to be of great Conſequence, thy 
our Apprehenſions of theſe diverſe Perfections of hy 


A Defe& on the one Hand, wiz. having much of 
I iſcovery of his Love and Grace, without a propor 
tionable Diſcovery of his awful Majeſty, and his holy 
and ſearching Purity, would tend to ſpiritual Pride, car. 
nal Confidence and Preſumption ; and a Defe& on the 
other Hand, wiz. having much of a Diſcovery of hi 


his Grace, tends to Unbelief, a finful Fearfulneſs and 
Spirit of Bondage. And herein chiefly confiſts that 
Deficiency of Experiences that I am now ſpeaking of: 
The Revelation God has made of himſelf in his Word, 
is perfect; but the Light and Communications we have, 
are not perfect, but many Ways exceeding imperfet 
and maimed. There is a great Difference amony 
Chriſtians in this Reſpe&t ; ſome have much more 
general Diſcoveries than others,” who are upon mai 
Accounts the moſt amiable Chriſtians. Chriſtians may 
have Experiences that are very high, and yet there may 
be very much of this Deficiency and Diſproportion: 
Their high Experiences are truly from the Spirit d 
God, but Sin comes in by the Defe& (as indeed al 
Sin is originally from a defective, priv-tive Cauſe) and 


that they are enjoyed, ' may be, and ſometimes are, 


Gop is quenched by this Means, and Gop punils 
the Pride and Preſumption that riſes, by bringing ſud 
Darkneſs, and ſuffering ſuch horrid Temptations, 4 
are enough to make one's Hair ſtand an End to heat 
them. Chriſtians therefore ſhould diligently obſent 


would uY them Experiences, in which one Thing mi 
bear a Proportion to another, that Gop may be be 


noured, and their Souls edified thereby; and Min 
flers ſhould have an Eye to this, in their private Dealing 
with the Souls of their People. | 
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"Tis chiefly from ſuch a Defect of Experiences that 
ome Things have ariſen that have been pretty com- 


ing divine Joys with Laughing or a light Behaviour, 
The proper Cauſe of this has been, that odious De- 


7 ſect in their Experience, whereby there has been want- 
ox. ng a Senſe of the awful Majeſty of Gop as preſent 
or i ith them, and their Vileneſs before him, propor- 
xr. bonable to the Senſe they have had of Gop's Grace 


and the Love. of Chriſt. And the ſame is true in many 


hi Caſes of Perſons unſuitable Boldneſs, their Diſpoſition 
d ſpeak with intemperate Zeal, and many other 
an{ 7 hings that ſometimes appear in Chriſtians under great 
hi Wcligious Affections. 


And ſometimes the vehement Motion of the animal 
Spirits, is owing to Experiences being thus partial. I 
ve known in {ſeveral Inſtances, that Perſons have been 


* greatly affected with the dying Love of Chriſt, and 
zone Happineſs of the Enjoyment of him in Heaven, 
nor nd their animal Spirits have been in great Emotion; 
aa Put in the Midſt of it a deep Senſe of the awful Majeſty 
may f Gop, has at once compoſed them, and quieted 


nimal Nature, without diminiſhing their Comfort, but 
pnly has made it of a better and more ſolid Nature; 
when they have had a Senſe both of the Majeſty and 


race of Gop, one Thing has as it were balanced 
) and "other, and cauſed a more happy Sedateneſs and 
Time Compoſure of Body and Mind. 


From theſe Things we may learn how to judge of 


z arperiences, and to eſtimate their Goodneſs. T hoſe 
nite re not always the beſt Experiences that are attended 
„ ſuch th the moſt vehement Motions of the animal Spirits, 
s, chat have the greateſt Effects on the Body; nor are 
\ beuf ey always the beſt that do moſt diſpoſe Perſons to 
ſerve bound in Talk, and to ſpeak in the moſt vehement 
at he anner (though theſe Things often ariſe from tte 
g m reatneſs of ſpiritual Experiences: ) But thoſe are the 
e bo- Polt excellent Experiences that are qualified as follows; 
Min-. That have the leaſt Mixture, or are the moſt pure- 
-aling ſpiritual. 2, That are the leaſt deficient and par- 


a, in which the diverſe Things that appertain to 
Chriſtian 


mon of late; as talking of divine Things, and expreſ- 
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Chriſtian Experience are-proportionable one to anothe;, 
And, 3. That are raiſed 2 Degree : I 
no Matter how high they are raiſed, if they are qu 
lified as before mentioned. Experiences, thus quali 

will be attended with the moſt amiable Behaviour, wil 
bring forth the moſt ſolid and ſweet Fruits, and vil 
be the moſt durable, and have the greateſt Effect c 
the abiding Temper of the Soul. 

If Gop is pleaſed to carry on this Work, and i 
ſhould prove to be the Dawning of a general Revi ch 
of the Chriſtian Church, the Time will come when ths 
Experiences of Chriſtians ſhall be much more gene. bu 
y thus qualified. Their Diſcoveries will. be in 
much higher Degree; but yet ſo ordered, of an ir 8 


finitely wiſe Gop, that they ſhall not have ſo gr bu 
an Effect, in proportion, on the Body, and will be le{ bla 
oppreſſive to Nature; and that the outward Mani the 
ſtations will rather be like thoſe that were in Srepbn Bil 
when he was of the Holy Ghoſt, when all thi n 
Jat in the Council, looking ftedfaſily on him, ſaw l ba; 
Face as it had been the Face of an Angel. Their ina tha 
Fulneſs of the Spirit of God, in his divine, amiabeſ 1. 
and ſweet Influences, ſhall as it were ſhine forth u tha 
an heavenly Aſpect, and Manner of Speech and B+ 7 
haviour. But, 4, f exp 
17. There is another Thing concerning the Exp hee 
riences of Chriſtians, of which it is of yet greater In ow. 
portance we ſhould be aware, than either of the pre- Dex 
ceding, and that is the degenerating of Experien WM mot 
What I mean is ſomething diverſe from the mere De- grie 
cay of Experiences, or their gradually vaniſhing, H Lill 
Perſons loſing their Senſe of Things: Tis Pera gam 
Experiences growing by Degrees worſe and worle i nati. 
their Kind, more and more ial and deficient ; i 1 
which Things are more out of due Proportion, and a Des 
have more and more of a corrupt Mixture; the pul oun 
tual Part decreaſes. and the other uſeleſs and but lent 
ful Parts greatly increaſe. There is ſuch a Thi G0 
and it is very frequent: I have ſeen it in very mat Ap 
Inſtances ; and great are the Miſchiefs that have riſe 92 


thro" want of being more aware of it. 
; | Then 
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There is commonly, as I obſerv'd before, in high 
Experiences, befides that which is ſpiritual, a Mixture 
of three Things, viz.-natural Affections, Workings of 
Imagination, and Self-righteouſneſs or ſpiritual Pride. 
Now it often comes to paſs, that through Perſons not 
diſtinguiſhing the Wheat from the Chaff, and for want 
of Watchfulneſs and humble Jealouſy of themſelves, 
and laying great Weight on the natural and imaginary 
Part, that Part grows, and the ſpiritual Part decreaſes ; 
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cheriſhes it to his utmoſt ; till at length the Expe- 
riences of thoſe who began well, come to little elſe 
but violent Motions of carnal Affections, great Heat 
of Imagination, a great Degree of Enthufiaſm, and 
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wy Swelling of ſpiritual Pride: Like ſome Fruits which 
ea bud, bloſſom and kernel well, but afterwards are 
WE blatted with an Exceſs of Moiſture ; ſo that though 
* the Bulk is monſtrouſly great, yet there is little but 


what is uſeleſs and unwholſome. Tis probable, that 


at many of the Hereſies that have ariſen, and Sects that 
wlll have appeared in the Chriſtian World, with wild en- 
all thufiaftical Notions and Practices, began at firſt by this 
* Means, that it was ſuch a degenerating of Experiences 


that firſt gave riſe to them. 

There is nothing in the World that does ſo much 
expoſe to this degenerating of Experiences, at an un- 
heeded ſpiritual Pride, Perſons being conceited of their 
own Stock, without an humble, daily, and continual 
Dependence on Gop. This above all Things pre- 
motes this Degeneracy of Experiences, becauſe it 
grieves and quenches the Spirit of the Lamb of Gop, 


flames the carnal AﬀeCtions, and heats the Imagi- 
nation. 

The unhappy Perſon that is the Subject of ſuch a 
Degeneracy, for the moſt part, is not ſenſible of his 
own Calamity ; but becauſe he finds himſelf ſtill vio- 
lently moved, thinks himſelf fuller of the Spirit of 
Gop than ever. But indeed it is with him, as the 
Apolile ſays of the Galatians, Hawing begun in the 
Wirit, they are made N by the Fleſh, Gal, iii. 3. 
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the Devil ſets in, and works in the corrupt Part, and 
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kills the ſpiritual, and cheriſhes the natural Part, in- 
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By the Mixture there is of common Affection with 
Love to Gon, the Love of true Chriſtians is liable to 


degenerate, and to be more and more built on dhe 
Suppoſition of being his high and peculiar Favourites. 


'So the Joy of Chriſtians, by reaſon of the Mixture 
there is with ſpiritual Joy, is liable to degenerate, and 
to come to that at laſt, as to be but little elſe but Joy 
in a Perſon's own ſuppoſed Eminency. So Zeal, that 
at firſt might be in great Part ſpiritual], yet through the 
Mixture there is, in a long Continuance of Oppoſition 
and Controverſy, may degenerate more and more into 
human Paſſion, and may come to Bitterneſs, and even 

a Degree of Hatred. And ſo Love to Brethren may 
by Degrees come to little elſe but Fondneſs for a Party; 
yea, through a Mixture of a natural Love to the 
polite Sex, may degenerate more and more. Certainh 
the mutual Embraces and Kiſſes of Perſons of different 
Sexes, under the Notion of Chriſtian Love, are utterly 
to be diſallowed, as having the moſt direct Tendency to 
turn Chriſtian Love into brutiſh Luſt. I ſhould alſo 
think it adviſeable, that Meetings of young People, 
of both Sexes, in the Evening, by themſelves, without 
a Miniſter, or any elder People amongſt them, for te- 
ligious Exerciſes, ſhould be avoided : For though for 
the preſent, while their Minds are greatly ſolemnized 
with lively Impreſſions, and a deep Senſe of divine 
Things, there may appear no ill Conſequences ; yet 
we muſt look to the farther End of Things, and 
guard againſt future Dangers. 

The Defe# there ſometimes is in the Experiences of 
Chriſtians, expoſes them to degenerate, . as well as the 
Mixture that they have. Maimed Experiences ſome- 
times become more and more ſo: The Mind being 
wholly intent upon thoſe 'Things that are in View, and 
thoſe that are moſt wanting being neglected, there i 
leſs and leſs of them, and ſo the Gap for Corruption to 
come in grows wider and wider. And commonly boti 
theſe Cauſes of the degenerating of Experiences operate 
together, 5 

We had need to be jealous over ourſelves with « 
*® godly Fealouſy, as the Apoſtle was over the Chriſtian 
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Eve through his Subtilty, ſo our Minds ſhould be cor- 


$:tan an Advantage. 
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Corinthians, left means, as the #erpent beguiled 
rupted from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt. 

18. Thus J have taken notice of ſome Things with 
regard to the inward Experiences of Chriſtians, by which 
Satan has an Advantage. I now proceed in the 

IT. Place, to take notice of ſomething with regard 
to the external Effects of Experiences, which alſo gives 


Though it would be unreaſonable, and prejudicial 
to the Intereſt of Religion, to frown upon all theſe 
extraordinary external Effects and Manifeſtations of 
great religious Affections (for a Meaſure of them is na- 
tural, neceſſary and beautiful, and the Effect in no 
wiſe diſproportion'd to the ſpiritual Caufe, and is of 
great Benefit to Religion) yet 1 think they err who 
think that theſe Things ſhould be wholly unlimited, 
and that all ſhould be encouraged in going to the ut- 
moſt Length that they feel themſelves inclin d to: 
There ought to be a gentle Reſtraint held upon theſe - 
Things, and there ſhould be a prudent Care taken of 
Perſons in ſuch Circumſtances, and they ſhould be 
moderately adviſed at proper Seaſons, not to make 
more ado than there is need of, but rather to hold 
2 Reſtraint upon their Inclinations ; otherwiſe extraor- 
dinary outward Effects will grow upon them, they will 
be more and more natural and unavoidable, and the 
outward Show will increaſe, without any "Increaſe of 
the internal Cauſe ; Perſons will find themſelves under 
a kind of Neceſſity of making a great Ado, with leſs 
and leſs Affection of Soul, till at length almoſt any 
flight Emotion will ſet them going; and they will be 
more and more violent and — and will grow 
louder and louder, *till their Actions and Behaviour 
become indeed very abſurd. Theſe Things Experience 
proves. | | | 

19 Thus I have*taken notice of the more general 
Cauſes whence the Errors that have attended this great 
Revival of Religion have riſen, and under each Head 
have obſerved {ome particular Errors that have flowed 


1 


/ ONE 
from theſe Fountains. I now proceed, as I propoſed, 
in the 


Second Place, to take notice of ſome particular 


Frrors that have riſen from ſeveral of theſe Cauſes; 
in ſome perhaps they have been chiefly owing to one, 
in others to another, and in others to ſeveral, or all 
conjoint. And here the 
/. Thirg I would take notice of is, cenſuring others, 
It is the wortt Piſeaſe that has attended this Work. 
Tie Man er of many has been, when they firſt enter 
into Conveiſation with any Perſon, to diſcern him, or 
to fix a Judgment of him, from his Manner of talking 
of Things of Religion, whether he be experimentally 
acquainted with vital Piety or not. So, when they 
have heard any Miniſter pray or preach, their firſt 
Work has been to obſerve, whether he prays like one 
that feels the ſaving Power of Gop's Spirit in his Heart, 
ard whether he preaches like one that knows what he 
ſays. It has been ſo much the Way in ſome Places, 
that many new Converts don't know but it 1s their 
Duty to do ſo, When once Perſons yield to ſuch a 
Notion, they'll quickly grow very diſcerning in their 
own Apprehenſion: And, when they have paſſed their 
Cenſure, every Thing ſeems to confirm it; they ſee 
more and more in thePerſon they have cenſur*d, that ſeems 
to them to ſhew plainly that he is an unconverted Man, 
And, if the Perſon cenſured be a Miniſter, every Thang 
in his publick Performances ſeems dead; yea, it ſeems 
worſe and worſe\to them, his Preaching grows more and 
more intolerable. When the Spirit of Gop was won- 
dertully poured out in this Place more than ſeven Years 
azo, and all the Town ſeemed to be alive and full of 
God, there was no ſuch Notion or Humour prevail- 
ing : When Miniſters preached here, as very many 
did at that Time, young and old, our People did not 
o about to diſcera whether they were Men of Expe- 
rience or not, nor did any ſuch Thing enter into their 
Hearts; but the Buſineſs of every one was to liſten 
to what was ſaid, and apply it to his own Heart. And 
ſcarcely ever did any Miniſter preach here, but his 


Preaching did ſome remarkable Service. 
20, One 
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20, One Thing that has been fuppales to be ſuffi · 
cient Warrant for openly cenſuring Miniſters, is their 
oppoſing this Work of Gop that has been lately 
carried on in the Land. And there can be no Doubt 
but that Oppoſition may be ſuch, as to render either 
Miniſters or People as | ſcandalous ; and that Miniſ- 
ters hereby may utterly defeat the Deſign of their Mi- 
niſtry. Nor ſhould I think that any Perſon had Power 
to oblige me to attend the Miniſtry of one who did 
from ] ime to Time plainly preach againſt this Work, 
or (peak reproachfully of it in his publick Performances, 
after all Chriſtian Methods had been uſed for a Reme- 
dy, and to no Purpoſe. 

But as to determining how far oppoſing this Work 
is conſiſtent with a State of Grace, or how tar, and fer 
how long Lime, ſome Perſons of Experience may bp- 
poſe it, through Prejudices they have received from 
the Errors that have been mix'd with this Work, or 
through ſome peculiar Diſadvantages they are under, 
this is a difficult Thing: I have ſeen that which abun- 
dantly convinces me that the Buſineſs is too. high for 
me; Iam glad that Gop has not committed it to me z 
I can joyfully leave it in his Hands. We may repre- 
ſent it as exceeding dangerous to oppoſe this Work, 
for this we have good Warrant in the Word of Gop ; 
but I know of no Neceſſity we are under to deter- 
mine whether it be poſſible for thoſe that are guilty 
of it to be in a State of Grace or no. Bleſſed be his 
Name, that he has not laid ſuch a Temptation in the 
Way of my Pride! I know that, in order to be fit for 
this Buſineſs, I muſt not only be vaſtly more knowing, 
but more humble than I am. 

This bitter Root of Cenſoriouſneſs muſt be totally 
rooted out, if we would prepare the Way of the 
Lord, It has nouriſhed many other Things contrary 
to the Humility, Meekneſs and Love of the Goſpel. 
The Minds of many have receved an unhappy Turn, 
in ſome Reſpects, with their Religion: There is a 
certain Point or Sharpneſs, a Diſpoſition to a kfd 
ot Warmth, that does not ſavour of that meek, Lamb- 
like, ſweet Diſpoſition, that becomes Chriſtians: Many 
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have now been ſo long habituated to it, that they 

don't know how to get out of it; but we. muſt get 

out of it; the Point and Sharpneſs muſt be blunted, ' 

and we muſt learn another Way of manifeſting our 

Zeal for Gop. EW f 
21. One Thing more I would take notice of, before 

I conclude this Part. I believe it to have been one 

Fruit of the joyful Influences of the Spirit of Gon 

that have been lately given, that there has appear'd 8. 

ſuch a Diſpoſition to ſing Praiſe to Gop; not only 

in ſolemn Meetings, but when Chriſtians occaſionally 

meet together at each other's Houſes, But the Mil. 

management I have reſpect to, is the getting into a 

Way of performing it without that Reverence and by 

Solemnity with which all open Acts of Divine Wor- 


ſhip ought to be attended. It may be two or three w] 
in a Room are ſinging Hymns of Praiſe to Gos, other pl: 
talking at the ſame Time, others about their Work, th 

with lictle more Appearance of Regard to what is do- 
ing, than if ſome were only ſinging a common Song, to 
There is danger, if ſuch Things are continued, of its th; 
coming to that by Degrees, that a mere Nothing be mc 
made of this Duty, to the great Violation of the ha 
third Commandment. Let Chriſtians abound as much 0 
as they will in this holy, heavenly Exerciſe, in Goo's My 
Houſe, and in their own Houſes ; but, when it is per, | 
formed, let it be performed as an holy act, wherein abr 
they have immediately and viſibly to do with Goo. 10 
What a poor, blind, weak and miſerable Creature is glo 
Man, at his beſt Eſtate ! We are like helpleſs Sheep; 24 
the Devil is too ſubtil for us: What is our Strength! 7h 
ita 


What is our Wiſdom ! How ready are we to go aſtray! 
How eafily are we drawn afide into innumerable Wl /* 7 
Snares, while we in the mean Time are bold and 
confident, and doubt not but we are right and fafe! 
We are fooliſh Sheep, in the midſt of ſubtil Serpents Ml 7 
and cruel Wolves, and do not know it. O how out 
unfit dre we to be left to ourſelves ! And how much do 
we ftand in need of the Wiſdom, the Power, the Con- 
deſcenſion, Patience, Forgiveneſs and Gentlenefs of our 


o0d Shepherd! 
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PAST HV; 


Shewing poſitively what ought to be done 10 
promote this Work. 


1. TN conſidering the Means of promoting this Work 
I of Go p, I have already obſerved ſome Inſtances 
wherein there has been needleſs objecting, aud com- 
plaining ; and have alſo taken notice of many Things 
that ought to be amended. I now proceed, in the 
Third and laſt Place, to ſhew poſitively what ought 
to be done to promote this Work. The Obligations 
that all are under, with one Conſent, to do their ut- 
moſt, were obſerv'd before. I hope that ſome, upon 
reading what was ſaid under that Head, will be ready 
to ſay, What ſhall we do? To ſuch I would now offer 
my Thoughts, in anſwer to ſuch an Enquiry, 
And that which I think we ought to ſet ourſelves 
about, in the firſt Place, is to remove Stumbling- 
iocks, When Gop is fevealed as about to come, 
gloriouſly to ſet up his Kingdom in the World, this 
is proclaimed, Prepare ye the Way of the Lord, make 
ſtrait in the Deſert an High-way for our GOD, 
ifa, xl. 3, And again, I/. lvii. 14. Caft ye up, caff 
ye up ; prepare the Way ; take up the Stumbling-block 
out of the Way of my People. And, Chap. Ixii. 10. 
Go through, go abrough the Gates; prepare you the Way 
of the People; caſt up, caſt up the High-way ; gather 
out the Stones. 5 
And, in order to this, there muſt be a confeſſing of 
Faults on both Sides : For undoubtedly many are the 
Faults that have been committed. There is hardly 
ary Duty more mortifying to the Pride of Man; but 
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it muſt be done.. Repentance is, ic a peculiar Man- 
ner, a proper Duty, when the Kingdom of Heaven i; 
at Hand. 
to repent, then he alſo calls to make proper Manife- 
ſtations of our Repentance. I am perſuaded that thoſe 
that have openly-oppoſed this Work, or have from 
Time to Time ſpoken lightly of it, cannot be excuſed 
in the Sight of Gop, without cpenly confeſſing their 
Fault therein; eſpecially if they be Miniſters, H 
they have, either directly or indirectly, oppoſed this 
Work, or in publick or private prejudiced their People 
againſt it; if hereafter they ſhall be convinced it 1s of 
God, they ought by means to pelliate the Natter, 
and excuſe themſelves, and pretend that they alwayi 
thought ſo, and that it was only ſuch and ſuch In- 
rudences they objected againſt : But they ought open- 
y to declare their Conviction, and condemn themſelves 
for what they have done*; for it is Chriſt that they have 
ſpoken againſt, in ſpeaking lightly of, and prejudicing 
others againſt this Work; yea, worſe than that, 'tis the 
Holy Ghoſt. And though they have done it 1gnorant- 
ly, and in Unbelief, yet, when they find out who it 1s 
that they have oppoſed, undoubtedly Got will hold 
them bound publickly to confeſs it. 

On the other Side, if thoſe that have been zealous 
to promote this Work have in any of the ſoremen- 
tion'd Inſtances gone out of the Way, and done that 
which is contrary to Chriſtiarf Rules, whereby they have 
openly injur'd others, and ſo wounded Religion, they 
muſt publickly confeſs it, as they would gather out the 
Stones, and prepare the Way of Gop's People. They 
who have laid great Stumbling - blocks in others Way 
by their open Tranſgreſſion, are bound to remove them 
by their open Repentance. 

Some, probably, will object, that the Oppoſers wil 
take Advantage by this to inſult both them and Rel. 

ton. And indeed, to the Shame of ſome, they have 
taken Advantage by ſuch Things. But if there are 
ſome imbitter'd Enemies of Religion, tHfat ſtand ready 
to improve every Thing to its Diſadvantage, yet that 
ought not to hinder an enjoin'd Chriſtian Duty; open 
j | F Re pentance, 


And if Gop does now loudly call upon us 
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Repentance, after a Fault openly committed. To 
{and it out, to avoid ſuch an Inconvenience, is to do 
Evil to prevent Evil. And beſides, the Danger of an 
evil Conſequence is much greater on the other Side : 
To commit Sin, and then ſtand in it, is what will give 
the Enemy the greateſt Advantage. For Chriſtians to 
:& like Chriſtians, in openly humbling themſelves when 
they have openly offended, in the End brings the 
greateſt Honour to Chriſt and Religion; and in this 
Way are Perſons moſt likely to have Gop appear for 
them. 

2, Apain, at ſuch a Time as this, Gon does eſpe- 
cially call us to Meekneſs and mutual Forbearance : 
Let your Moderation be known unto all Men: The 
Lord is at hand, For us to be judging one another, 
and behaving with Fierceneſs and Bitterneſs, when he 
who is the Searcher of all Hearts, to whom we mult all 
give an Account, appears ſo remarkably preſent, is ex- 
ceeding unſuitable. Our Buſineſs at ſuch a Time ſhould 
be at Home, ſearching ourſelves, and taking heed ta 
our own Behaviour. If there be glorious Proſperity to 
the Church of Gop approaching, thoſe that are the 
moſt meek will have the largeſt Share in it: For, 
when Gop remarkably ariſes to execute Judgment, it 
ls fo ſave all the Meek of the Earth. 

Thoſe therefore that have been zealous for this 
Work, and have erred with their Zeal, ought not to 
be treated with Bitterneſs There is abundant Reaſon 
to think, that moſt-of them are Children of Gop ; 


And as to thoſe Things wherein we ſee them to be in 


an Error, we have Reaſon to ſay as the Apoſtle, I any 
are otherwiſe minded, GOD fhall reveal this unto them. 
Phil. iii. 15, Their Errors ſhould not be made uſe 
of by us to excite Indignation towards them, but 
ſhould influence all of us that hope we are Children of 
Gop, to humble ourſelves, and become more intirely 
dependent on the Lord Jeſus. And thoſe Miniſters 
that have been judged, and injuriouſly dealt with, will 
Go the Part of Chriſt's Diſciples, not to judge and re- 
vue again, but to receive ſuch Injuries with Meekneſs 
and Forbearance, and make an Improvement of them, 

more 
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more ſtrictly examining their Hearts and Ways, and 
committing themſelves to Gp. We have not yet 


ſeen the End of Things; nor do we know who will 


be moſt hor.oured of Gop in the Iſſue. Better is thy 
| End of a Thing than the Beginning thereof ; and the 
patient in Spirit is better than the proud in Spirit, Eccl, 
vii 8. 
Contræe ry to this is each Party's ſtigmatizing the other 
with odious Names, which tends greatly to widen 
and perpetuate the Breach. Such diltinguiſhing Names 
of Reproach do as it were divide us into two Armies, 
drawn up in Battle Array, ready to __ one with 
another; which greatly hinders the Work of God, 
3. And as ſuch a Time does eſpecially require the 
Exerciſe of Forbearance one towards another ; ſo does 
it the Exerciſe of great Patience, in waiting on GOD, 
under any ſpecial Difficulties and Diſadvantages they 
may be under. The Beginning of a Revival of Re- 
5 will neceſſarily be attended with many Difficulties 
of this Nature; many Parts of the reviving Church 
will, for a while, be under great Difadvantages, b 
what remains of the old Diſeaſe. We can't * 
that, after a long Time of Degeneracy and Depra- 
vity, Things ſhould all come right at once : And to 
be over-haſty and violent, in ſuch a Caſe, being reſolved 
to have every thing rectified, or elſe to 2 i 
the Way to hinder Things coming right at all; and to 
break all in Pieces. Not but the Caſe may be ſuch as 
to allow of no Delay, without Violation of abſolute 


Commands of Gop : But otherwiſe, though the Diff. 


culty may be very great, another Courſe ſhould be 
taken. We ſhould have recourſe directly to the Throne 
of Grace, to repreſent our Difficulties before the great 
Shepherd of the- Sheep ; and when we have dont, 
ſhould wait patiently upon him who in his Time 
will appear for our Deliverance : But if, inſtead of that 
we are impatient, and take the Work into our ow 
Hands, we diſhonour Gov, and have Reaſon to feat 
that he will leave us to manage our Affairs for our 
ſelves. | 
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4. What has been mention'd hitherto, has relation 
to the Behaviour we are obliged to, as we would pre- 
vent the Hindrances of the Work; but, beſides theſe, 
there are Things that muſt be done, more directly to 
advance it. And here it concerns every one to look 
into his own Heart, and ſee that the Work be pro- 


moted in his own Soul. | 


And though I judge not thoſe that have oppoſed it, 
yet I would entreat them to leave off concerning them- 
ſelves ſo much about others, and look into their own 
Souls, and fee to it that they experience a true, ſav- 
ing Work of the Spirit of Gop. If they do not, 
how can they have any Heart to be buſily and fiercel 
engaged about the Miſtakes of others ? I would . 
them ſeriouſly to weigh the Matter with reſpe& to 
this Work, and conſider whether, if the Scriptures are 
the Word of Gop, the Work that has been deſcribed 
in the firſt Part of this Treatiſe muſt not needs be, as 


to the Subſtance of it, the Work of Gop, and the 


Flouriſhing of that Religion that is taught by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles; and whether any good Medium can 
be found, between owning this Work, and being a 
Deiſt. I would now humbly invite them to come 
and join with us, and be on our Side ; and, if I had 
the Authority of Moſes, I would ſay to them as he 
did to Hobab, Numb. x. 29. We are journeying unto the 
Place, of which the Lord ſaid, I will give it you; 
come thou ewith us, and we will do thee Good: For the 
Lord hath ſpoken Good concerning lirael. 

As the Benefit of improving ſuch a Seaſon is ex- 
traordinary great, ſo is the Danger of neglecting or 
miſemploying it. For as ſuch a Time is a Time of 
great Favour to thoſe that are Partakers of the Bleſſing, 
lo it is always a Time of remarkable Vengeance to 
others. So in I/. Ixi. 2. the ſame that is called 
the acceptable Year of the Lord, is called alſo, the Day 
of Vengeance of our GOD. So it is foretold, that at 
the Beginning of the glorious Times of the Chriſtian 
Church, as the Hand of the Lord is known towards 
bis Servants, fo hall his Indignation towards his K- 
nemies, Iſa. Ixvi. 14. There is no Time like ſuch a 
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Time for the Increaſe of Guilt, and deſperate hard. 
ning of the Heart ; which is the moſt awful Fruit of 
Divine Wrath that can be inflicted on any Mortal, 89 


that a Time of great Grace and pouring out of the 


Spirit, and the Fruits of Divine Mercy, is ever alſo a 


Time of pouring out Divine Vengeance, on thoſe cha 


negle& and miſemploy ſuch a Seaſon, 
3. Ihe preſent Kevival of Religion has an awful Af. 
ect upon thoſe that are advanccd in Years. It has 
Hom chiefly amongſt thoſe that are young. And in- 
deed commonly, when Gop has begun any great 
Work, he has taken the young People, and has caft 
off the old and fiiff-pecked Generation. There wa 
a remarkable pouring out of the Spirit of Gob on the 
Children of Jrael in the Wilderneſs, on their younger 
Generation, heir little ones, that they ſaid ſhould bea 
Prey, the Generation that entered into Canaan with 
Jeſbua. That Generation ſeems to have been tle 
moſt excellent Generation that ever was in the Church 
of 1/-acl. There is no Generation, of which there 
is ſo much Good, and fo little Hurt ſpoken in Scrip 
ture, In that Generation, that were under twenty 
Years when they went out of Egypt, was that Kind; 
of Youth, and Lowe of Eſpouſals, ſpoken of, Fer. i 
2, 3- But the old Generation were paſſed by, and 
remained obſtinate and ſtiff-necked, and unconvinced 
by all Gop's wondrous Works that they beheld. Let 
the old Generation in this Land take Warning from 
hence, and take heed that they don't continue for 
ever objecting, murmuring and cavilling againſt the 
Work of Gop, leſt, : while Gop is bringing ther 
. Children into a Land flowing with Milk and Honey, 
he ſhould ſwear in his Wrath concerning them, that 
their Carcaſes ſha!l fall m the Wilderneſs 
So when Gop had a Deſign of great Mercy to the 
Fews, in bringing them out of the Babyloniſb Cap 
tivity, there was a bleſſed pouring out of the Spit 
upon them in Babylon, and a Spirit of Prayer, to ci 
earneſtly to Gop for Mercy: But it was not upon tht 
old Generation that were carried captive. 'The Cap 


tivity continued juſt long enough for them to wal 
aa 
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away and die in their Captivity. The old Generation, 
and Heads of Families would not hearken to the re- 
peated Warnings of the Prophet ; but he had greater 
Succeſs _—_ the young People; as appears by Fer. 
vi. 10, 11. To whom ſhall 1 ſpeak and give Warning, 
that they may hear ? Behold, their Ear is uncircumciſed, 
and they cannot hearken : Behold, the Word of the Lord 
is unto them a Reproach ; they hawe no Delight in it. 
Therefore I am full of the Fury of the Lord; 1 am 
aweary with holding in: I will pour it out upon the 
Children abroad, and upon the Aſſembly of the young 
Men together : For even the Huſband with the Wife 
(i. e. the Heads of Families, and Parents of theſe 
Children) all be taken, the Aged, with him that is 


full of Days. Yet, bleſſed be Gop ! there are ſome. 


of the elder People that have been made Partakers of 


this Work: And thoſe that are moſt awakned by 


theſe Warnings of Gop's Word, will be moſt likely to 
be made Partakers hereafter. | 
6. But above all others, does it concern us that are 
Miniſters to ſee that we are Partakers of this Work, 
that we have Experience of the ſaving Operations of 
the ſame Spirit which is now poured out on the Land. 
How melancholy is the Caſe, when it is otherwiſe ! 
For one to ſtand at the Head of a gs as 
repreſenting Chriſt and ſpeaking in his ſtead ; and to 
act the Part of a Shepherd and Guide to a People, 
when many are under great Awaknings, and many 
filled with divine Light, Love and Joy; to undertake 
to inſtruct and lead them all, under theſe various Cir- 
cumſtances; to be put to it, continually to play the 
Hypocrite, and force the Airs of a Saint in preaching ; 
and from Time to Time in private Converſation, 
and particular dealing with Souls, to undertake to 
judge of their Circumſtances; to talk with thoſe that 
come to him, as if he knew what they ſaid; to tr 
to talk with Perſons of Experience, as if he had Ex- 
perience as well as they; to force a joyful Counte- 
nance and Manner of Speech, when there is nothin 


in the Heart: What ſorrowful Work is here! O how 


miſerably muſt ſuch a Perſon feel! What a wretched 
| K Slavery 
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Slavery is this! What Pains muſt ſuch a Miniſler uſe 
to conceal himſelf! And how weak are his Hands! 


Beſides the infinite Provocation of the moſt high Goy, | 


and Diſpleaſure of his Lord and Maſter. There i 
Reaſon from the Scripture to conclude; that no Sort of 
Men will be ſo low in Hell as ungodly Miniſters ; for 
every Thing ſpoken of in Scripture, as that which ag- 
gravates Guilt, and heightens divine Wrath, meets in 
them. : 

And what great Diſadvantages are unholy Minis 
ſters under, to oppoſe any Irregularities, or Impruden- 
ces, or intemperate Zeal, when they are conſcious to 
themſelves that they have no true Zeal at all? If En- 
thuſiaſm and Wildneſs comes in like a Flood, what 
poor Inſtruments are ſuch Miniſters to withſtand it ? 
With what Courage can they open their Mouths, 
when they look inward, and conſider how it is with 
them? 

We that are Miniſters not only have need to Expe- 
rience the ſaving Influence of the Spirit of Gop upon 
our Heart, but we need a double Portion of the Spi- 
rit of Gop at ſuch a Time as this: We had need to 
be as full of Light as a Glaſs is, that is held out in the 
Sun ; and, with reſpe& to Love and Zeal, to be like 
the Angels, that are. a Flame of Fire. The Times 
extremely require a Fulneſs of the Divine Spirit in Mi- 
niſters, and we ought to give ourſelves no Reſt till we 
have obtain'd it. And, in order to this, I ſhould 
think Miniſters, above all Perſons, ought to be much 
in ſecret Prayer and Faſting, and alſo much in Praying 
and Faſting one with another. It ſeems to me, it would 
be becoming our Circumſtances, if Miniſters in 3 
Neighbourhood would often meet together, and ſpend 
Days in Faſting and fervent Prayer among themſelves, 
earneſtly ſeeking for extraordinary Supplies of divine 
Grace; and alſo if, on their occaſional Viſits one to 
another, inſtead of ſpending their Time in ſitting and 
ſmoaking, and in diverting, or worldly, unprofitable 
Converſation, telling News, and making their Re- 
marks on this and the other trifling Subject, they 
would ſpend their Time in praying together, and reli- 
gious 
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gious Conference. How much do many of the com- 


5 ©Y any GD W — Cc 


: ©: : ol 


mon People ſhame many of us that are in the Work of 
the Miniſtry, in theſe Reſpects? - Surely we do not behave 
ourſelves like Chriftian Miniſters, like Ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt! And, while we condemn zealous Perſons for 
cenſuring Miniſters, it ought not to be without deep 


Reflections upon ourſelves ; for indeed we do very much 


to provoke Cenſoriouſneſs, and lay a great Temptation 
bebore others. And if we can prove that they tranſ- 
greſs the Scripture-rule, yet our Indignation ſhould be 
chiefly againſt ourſelves. 

7. Two Things that are exceeding needful in Mi- 
niſters who would advance the Kingdom of Chriſt, are 
Zerl and Reſolution. "The Power of theſe is greater 
than can well be imagined: A Man of but an ordi- 
nary Capacity will do more with them, than one of 
ten times the Parts and Learning without them. More 
may be done with them in a few Days, or at leaſt 
Weeks, than can be done without them in many 
Years, The very Sight or Appearance of a thoroughly 
engaged Spirit, together with a fearleſs Courage and 
unyielding Reſolution, in any Perſon that has under- 
taken the man Hg any Affair amongſt Mankind, goes 


a great Way towards accompliſhing the Effect. But 


while we are cold and heartleſs, and only go on in 
an old formal Round, we ſhall never do any great Mat- 
ters. Our Miſery is want of Zeal and Courage. 
Hence often, when any Thing very confiderable that 
15 new is propoſed to be done for the Advancement of 
Relig on, many Difficulties are found out, many Ob- 
jections ſtarted, and it is put off from one to another; 
but no body does any thing. And after this Manner 
good Deſigns have often failed, and ſunk as ſoon as 
propoſed, | 


Zeal and Courage will do much in Perſons of but 


ordinary Capacity ; but eſpecially if join'd with great 
Abilities. If ſome great Men that have appear'd in 
our Nation had engaged in the Chriſtian Cauſe with 
Leal and Fervour, with the Bleſſing of Gon, they 
would have turn'd the World upſide down. We have 
many Miniſters in the Land that don't want Abilities ; 
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they are Perſons of Parts and Learning; they ſhould 
conſider how much they might do for Chriſt, and 
How glorious a Reward they might receive, if they 
had in their Hearts an heavenly Warmth and Heat, 
proportionable to their Light. 
8. And though it may be thought that I go out 
of my proper Sphere, to intermeddle in the Affairs of 
the Colleges; yet ] will take the Liberty of an En 
di} man [that ſpeaks his Mind freely concerning pub- 
lick Affairs) and the Liberty of a Miniſter of Chriſt 
{who doubtleſs may ſpeak his Mind as freely about 
Things that concern the Kingdom of his Lord) to 
give my Opinion, in ſome- Things, with reſpect to thoſe 
Societies; the main Deſign of which is to train up Per- 
ſons, and fit them for the Work of the Miniſtry, 
And J wou'd ſay in general, Care fhould be taken that 
thoſe Societies ſhould be ſo regulated, as to be in fad 
Nurſeries of Piety. Otherwiſe they are fundamentally 
ruin'd and undone as to their main Deſign and moſt 
eſſential End. They ought to be fo conſtituted, that 
Vice and Idleneſs ſhould have no living there: Theſe 
are not to be ſuffer*d in Societies whoſe main Teſign 
is, to train up Youth in Chriſtian Knowledge and. emi- 
nent Piety, to fit them to be Paſtors of the Flock of 
the bleſſed Jeſus. I have had ſome Acquaintance with 
the Affairs of a College; and I can't but think that 
It i, praQticable ſo to conſtitute ſuch Societies, that there 
ſhould be no being there, without being virtuous, ſe- 
rious and diligent. It ſeems to me to be a Reproach 
to the'Land, that ever it ſhould be ſo with our Col- 
leges, that, inſtead of being Places of the greateſt Ad- 
vantages for true Piety, one can't ſend a Child thither 
without great 1 of his being infected as to his 
Morals. Tis perfectly intolerable; and any thing 
ſhould be done, rather than it ſhould be ſo. If we 
pretend to have any Colleges at all, under a Notion 
of — up Vouth for the Miniſtry, there ſhould 
be ſome Way found out that ſhould certainly prevent 
its being thus. To hive Societies for bringing Perſons 
up to be Ambaſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt, and to have mY 
| aces 


* 


Mm vw „ „ ee Yy”: te 


(1) - 
Places of ſo much Infection, is the greateſt Nonſenſe 
and Abſurdity imaginable. 

And as thorough and effectual Care ſhould be taken, 
that Vice and Idleneſs be not tolerated in theſe Societies; 
ſo certainly the r of them requires that extraordi- 

e 


nary Means ſhould be uſed in them for training u 
the Students in vital Religion, and experimental an 
practical Godlineſs; ſo that they ſhould be holy So- 
cieties, and the very Place be as it were ſacred: They 
ſhould be, in the Midſt of the Land, Fountains of 
Piety and Holineſs. There is a great deal of Pains 
taken to teach the Scholars human Learning ; there 
ought to be as much and more Care thoroughly to 
educate them in Religion, and lead them to true and 
eminent Holineſs. If the main Deſign of theſe Nur- 
ſeries 15 to bring up Perſons to teach Chriſt, then it is 
of the greateſt Importance that Care be taken to bring 
thoſe who are there educated to the Knowledge of 
Chriſt. It has been common in our publick Prayers 
to call theſe Societies the Schools of the Prophets; and, 
if they are Schools to train up young Men to be Pro- 
þhets, certainly there ought to be extraordinary Care 
there taken to train them up to be Chriſtians, _ 

And I can't ſee why it is not on all Accounts fit 
and convenient for the Governors and Inſtructors of 
the Colleges, particularly, ſingly. and frequently, to 
N with the Students about the State of their 
Souls. 

9. There are ſome that are not Miniſters, who 
have great Advantages for promoting ſuch a glorious 
Work as this ; particularly great Men, or Men that 
are high in Honour and Influence. How much might 
ſuch do to encourage Religion, and open the Way for 
it to have free Courie ! But there is commonly a Shy- 
neſs in great Men with reſpect to Religion, as though 
they were aſhamed of it, or at leaſt aſhamed to do 
very much at it ; whereby they greatly provoke the 
King of Kings, and wound Religion among the common 
People. "They are careful of their Honour, and ſeem 
to be afraid of appearing forward and zealous in Re- 
ligion, as though it were what would debaſe their 
K 3 CharaQer, 
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Character, and expoſe them to Contempt. But, in 
in this Day of bringing up the Ark, they ought to be 
like Dawid, that great King of I/-ae/l, who mate 
himſelf vile before the Ark; and as he was the 
higheſt in Dignity among Gop's People, ſo he appear'd 
foremoſt in the Zeal he manifeſted on that Occaſion ; 
thereby ber and encouraging the whole Con- 
gregation to praiſe the Lord, and rejoice before him 
with all their Might. 

Rich Men have a Talent in their Hands, by which 
they might much promote this Work. If they could 
be perſuaded to lay out ſome conſiderable Part of that 
which Gop has given them for the Honour of God, 
inflead of ſpending it for their own Honour, or lay- 
ing it up for their Poſterity, they would not repent 
of it afterwards, 

Great Things might be done for the Advancement 
of the Kingdom of Chrift, at this Day, by thoſe that 
have Ability, by eſtabliſhing Funds for the Support ard 
Propagation of Religion; by ſupporting ſome wat are 
eminently qualified, in preaching the Goſpel in certain 
Parts of the Country, that are more deſtitute of the 
Means of Grace; by ſearching out Children of pro- 
miſing Abilities, and their Hearts full of Love to Chrift, 
but of poor Families (as doubtleſs there are ſuch) and 
bringing them up for the Miniſtry ; and by diſtribut— 
ing Books that are remarkably fitted to promote vital 
Religion; by eſtabliſhing and ſupporting Schools in 
Poor [owns and Villages; which might be done on 
ſuch a Foundation, as not only to bring up Children 
in common Learning, but alſo train them up in vital 
Piety : And doubtleſs ſomething might be done in this 
Way, that might have a great Tendency to the Flou- 
riſhing of Religion in the riſing Generation. 

10. But I would now proceed to mention ſome 
Things which ought to be done, that concern all in 
eneral. E | 

The firſt Thing I ſhall mention is Faſing and Prayer. 
It ſeems to me that the Circumſtances of the preſent 
Work loudly call Gop's People to abound in this; 
whether they conſider the Experience Gop has lately 

the 4 ha given 


iven them of the Worth of his Preſence, and of the 
leſſed Fruits of the Effuſions of his Spirit, to excite 
them to pray for the Continuance and Increaſe, and 


greater Extent of ſuch Bleſſiags; or whether they con- 


ſider the great Manifeſtations he has lately made of 
the Freeneſs and Riches of his Grace ; and how much 
there is, in what we have ſeen of the glorious Works 
of Gop, to put us in mind of the yet groater Things 
that he has ſpoken of in his Word, and to excite our 
Longings for thoſe Things, and Hopes of their Ap- 
proach ; or whether we conſider the Oppoſition Satan 
makes againſt this Work, and the many Difficulties 
with which it is clogg'd, and the diſtreſſing Circum- 
ſtances that ſome Parts of Gop's Church are now un- 
der in this Land. 

So is God's Will, that the Prayers of his Saints 
ſhould be one great Means of carrying on the Deſigns 
of Chriſt's Kingdom in the World, When Gop has 
ſomething very great to accompliſh for his Church, tis 
his Will that there ſhould precede the extraordinary 
Prayers of his People; as is manifeſt by Ezek. xxxvi. 
37. 4 auill yet, for this, be enquired of by the Houſe 
of Iſrael, to do it for them. And, when Gop is about 
to accompliſh great Things for his Church, he will be- 
gin by remarkably pouring out the Spirit of Grace and 
Supplication, Zc2h. xii. 10. If we are not to expect 
that the Devil ſhou:d go out of a particular Perſon, 
without extraordinary Frayer, or Prayer and Faſfling; 
how much leſs ſhould we expect to have him caſt out 
of the Land, and the World, without it? | 

I am ſenſible much has been done in Duties of this 
Nature, but not ſo much as God in his Providence calls 
for. I ſhould think the People of Gop in this Land, 
at ſuch a Time as this is, would be in the Way of 
their Duty, to do three times as much at Faſting and 
Prayer as they do; not only for the pouring out of 
the Spirit on thoſe Towns or Places whereto they be- 
long, but that Gop would appear for his Church, carry- 
on his Work inthe Land, and in the World, and fulfil 
the Things he has ſpoken of in his Word, that his 
Church has been fo long wiſhing and waiting — 
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They that male mention of the Lord ought not to | 
Silence, and ſhould give GOD no Ref, till be eftablifs, 
and till he make Jeruſalem à Praiſe in the Earth, IIa. 
Ixii. 6, 7. Before the firſt great pouring out of the 
Spirit of Gop on the Chriſtian Church, the Church of 
Gop gave themſelves to inceſſant Prayer, As i. 13, 
14. There is a Time wherein Gop will wonderfully 
appear for the Deliverance of his Church from all 
her Enemies, when he will avenge his own Elec: 
And Chriſt reveals that this will be in anſwer to their 
inceſſant Prayers, or crying Day and Night, Luke xviii, 
In 1/-ael, the Day of Atonement, which was their 
t Day of Faſting and Prayer, preceded and made 
Way for the glorious and joyful Feat of Tabernacle, 
When Chriſt is myſtically born into the World, to rule 
over all Nations, it will be in conſequence of the 
Church's crying, and travailing in Birth, and bei 
pained to be delivered. One Thing here — 
doubtleſs is, her crying and agonizing in Prayer. 

11. Gop ſeems now, at this very Time, to be 
waiting for this from us. When Gop 1s about to be- 
ftow ſome great Bleſſing on his Church, it is often his 
Manner ſo to order Things in his Providence, as to 
ſhew his Church their great Need of it, and fo put 
them upon crying earneſtly to him for it. And let us 
conſider Gop's preſent Diſpenſations towards his 
Church in this Land: A glorious Work of his Grace 
has been begun; and Gop has, of late, ſuffer d innu- 
merable Difficulties to ariſe, that do in a great meaſure 
fc and hinder it, and bring many of Gop's Children 

to great Diſtreſs. And yet he does not wholly for- 
fake the Work of his Hand; there are remarkable 
Tokens of his Preſence ſtill to be ſeen ; as though he 
was not forward to forſake us, and (if J may fo fay) 
as though he had a Mind to carry on his Work; but 
only was waiting for fomething that he expected in 
us, as requiſite in order to it. And we have great 
Reaſon to think, one Thing at leaſt is, that we ſhould 
farther acknowledge the Greatneſs and Neceſſity of 
ſuch a Mercy, and our Dependence on Gop for it, in 
earneſt and importunate Prayers to him. 


* 


There 


(117) 

There is no Way that Chriſtians in a private Capa- 
city can do ſo much to promote the Work of Gop, 
and advance the Kingdom of Carift, as by Prayer. 
By this even Women, Children and Servants, may 
have a publick Influence. Let Perſons be never fo 
weak, and never ſo mean, and under never ſo poor 
Advantages, to do much for Chriſt and the Souls of 
Men, otherwiſe; yet, if they have the Spirit of Grace 
and Supplication, they have Power with him that has 
the Government of the whole World: And ſo a poor 
Man in his Cottage may have a bleſſed Influence all | 
over the World. Gop is (if I may fo ſay) at the | 
Command of the Prayer of Faith; and in this Reſpect, 
as it were, under the Power of his People; 47 Princes, | 
they hawe Power with GOD, and prevail. Though | 
they may be private Perſons, their Prayers are put up 
in the Name of a Mediator, that is a publick Perſon, 
being the Head of the whole Church, and the Lord || 
of the Univerſe: And if they have a great Senſe of | 
the Importance of eternal Things, and Concern for 
the Souls of Men, though they are not Preachers, they | 
may go in their Earneſtneſs and Agonies of Soul, and ; | 
poor out their Souls before one that is able to do all 4 

hings. They have a great High-Prieſt, through 7 
whom they may come boldly-at all Times, and may 1] 
vent themſelves before the Gop that heareth Prayer. 14 

If the People of Gon, inſtead of ſpending Time in | 
fruitleſs Diſputing, and talking about Oppoſers, and | 
animadverting upon the Unreaſonableneſs of their | 
Talk and Behaviour, would be more ſilent in this | | 
: Way, and open their Mouths much before Gop, they | 
. would be more in the Way of a Blefling. And if ſome, 
. that have been complaining of their Miniſters, had 
) ſaid and ated leſs before Men, and had applied them- 
t ſelves with all their Might to cry to Gob for their Mi- 


8 niſters, had as it were riſen and ſtorm'd Heaven with 
t their inceſſant Prayers for them, they would have been 
d much more in the Way of Succeſs. rb 

if Gop in his Providence appearing in the preſent State 


N of Things, does eſpecially call on his People, to be 
very much in praying to him for the pouring * 
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the Spirit upon Mirifers in the Land. For tho? it js 


not for us to determine concerning particular Mini. 
ters, how much they have of the Spirit of God; yet 
m the general it is apparent, there is, at this Day, need 


of very great Degrees of the Preſence of Gop with 


the Miniſtry, much greater Degrees of it than have 
hitherto been granted, for themſelves, and for the 
Church of Goo. 15 , 

Such a Method of keeping, a Faſt as this, has ſeveral 
Times been proved, wiz. in® the Forenoon, after the 
Duties of the Family and Cloſet, as early as might be, 


all the People of the Congregation have gathered in 


| their particular religious Societies; Companies of Men 


by themſelves, and Companies of Women by them- 
ſelves ; young Men by themſelves, and young Women 
by themſelyes ; and Companies of Children, in all 
Parts of the Town, by themſelves, as many as were 
capable of ſocial religious Exerciſes ; the Boys by 
themſelves, and Girls by themſelves: And about the 
Middle of the Day, at an appointed Hour, all have met 
together in the Hoyſe of Gop, to offer up publick 
Prayers, and to hear a Sermon ſuitable to the Occa- 
fion : And then, they have retir'd from the Houſe of 


| Gop again into their private Societies, and ſpent the 


remaining Part of the Day in praying together there, 
excepting ſo much as was requilite for the Duties of 
the Family and Cloſet in their own Houſes — And it 
has been found to be of great Benefit to aſſiſt and en- 
5585 the Minds of the People in the Duties of the 
ay. 
| 2. One Thing more I would mention concerning 


Faſting and Prayer, wherein I think there has been a 


Neglect in Miniſters 3 and that is, that altho' they 
much inſiſt on the Duty of ſecret Prayer in their 
Preaching, yet little is ſaid about ſecret Faſting. It 1s 
a Duty recommended by our Saviour to his Followers, 
juſt in like Manner as ſecret Priyer is. Tho? I dont 
ſuppoſe that ſecret Falling is to be practiſed in a ſtated 
Manner, as ſecret Prayer; yet it ſeems to me, tis 2 
Duty that all Chriſtians ſhould practiſe, and frequently 


Practiſe. There are many Occaſions, of both a {pi 
| | rity 
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ritual and temporal Nature, that properly require it; 


and there are many particular Mercies, that we deſire 
for ourſelves or Friends, which it would be proper in 
this Manner to feek of Gob. | 
Another Thing I would mention, which is of till 
greater Importance, and that is the Duty that is in- 
cumbent upon God's People, to take heed, that while 
they abound in external Duties of Devotion, ſuch as 
Praying, Hearing, Singing, there be a proportionable 
Care to abound in Moral Duties, ſuch as Acts of Righ- 


teouſneſs, Truth, Meekneſs, Forgiveneſs, and Love 


towards our Neighbour; which are of much greater 
Importance in the Sight of Gor than all the Exter- 


nals of his Worſhip : "This, our Saviour was particularly . 


careful that Men ſhould be well aware of, Mar. ix. 
13. But go ye, and learn what that meaneth, 1 will 
have Mercy, and not ſacrifice. And, Chap. xi, 7. F 


ye had known what this meaneth, I will have Mercy 


and not Sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the 
Guiltleſs. 

The internal Principles of the Worſhip of GOD, or 
the Worſhip of the Heart, in the Love and Fear of 
GOD, Truſt in GOD, and Rebgnation to GOD, are 
the moſt important of all Duties of Religion ; for 


therein conſiſts the Eſſence of all Religion. But of 


this inward Religion there are two Sorts of external 
Manifeſtations or Expreſſions : The one Sort are out- 
ward Acts of Worſhip, ſuch as meeting in religious Aſ- 
ſemblies, attending outward Inſtitutions, and honourin 
GOD with Geſtures, as bowing, or kneeling before 
him, or with Words, in ſpeaking honourably of him, 
in Prayer, Praiſe, or religious Conference : The other 
Sort are the . Expreſſions of our Love to GOD, by 
obeying his moral Commands, of Self-denial, Righ- 
teouſneſs, Meekneſs, and Chriſtian Love, in our Be- 
haviour among Men. And the latter are of vaſtly the 
greateſt Importance in the Chriſtian Life; GOD makes 
little Account of the former, in Compariſon of them; 
they are abundantly more inſiſted on by the Prophets, 
in the Old Teſtament, and Chriſt and his Apoſtles in 
the New. When theſe two Kinds of Duties are ſpoken 
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of ther, the latter are evermore tl rred ; 
og to the 18th. and Ames _ . 
7, 8. Ja. lviii. 5, 6, FL Zech. vii. ten firſt Verſes 
Fer. ii, ſeven firſt Verles. Mat. xv. 3, Sc. Often, 
when the Times were very corrupt in Jrael, the People 
abounded in the former Kind of Duties, but were at 
- ſuch Times always notoriouſly deficient in the latter; 
as the Prophets complain, I. Iviii. four firſt Verſes, 
12 vi. 13, 8 with ver. 20. Hypocrites and 

elf-righteous Perſons do much more commonly abound 
in the former Kind of Duties than the latter; a 
- Chriſt remarks of the Phariſees, Mat. xxiii. 14. 25, 
and 34. When the Scripture directs us to Hes our 
Faith by our Works, it is principally the latter Sort are 
intended; Jam. ii. from Ver. 8 to the End, 1 John 2d 
Chap. ver. 3. 7. 8, 9, 10, 11, And we are to be judged, 
at the laſt Day, eſpecially by theſe latter Sort of 
Works ; as is evident by the Account we have of the 
Day of Judgment in the 25th of Marth. External 
Acts of Worſhip, in Words and Geſtures, and out- 
ward Forms, are of little Uſe, but as they are a Pro» 
feſſion of inward Worſhip: They are not ſo properly 
ſhewing our Religion by our Deeds; they are only a 
ſhewing our Religion by Words, or outward Profeſſion, 
But he that ſhows Religion in the other Sort of Du- 
ties, ſhews it in ſomething more than a Profeſſion of 
Words, he ſhews it in Deeds. And tho' Deeds may 
be hypocritical, as well as Words ; yet in themſelves 
they are of greater Importance, for they are much 
more profitable to ourſelves and our Neighbour. We 
can't expreſs our Love to GOD by doing any Thing 
that is profitable to GOD; GOD would therefore 
have us do it in thoſe Things that are profitable to 
our- Neighbours, whom he has conſtituted his Re: 
ceivers : Our Goodneſs extends not to GOD, but to 
our Fellow Chriſtians. The latter Sort of Duties put 
greater Honour upon GOD, becauſe there is greater 
Self-denial in them. The external Acts of Worſhip, 
conſiſting in bodily Geſtures, Words and Sounds, are 
the Cheapeſt Part of Religion, and leaſt contrary to 


our Luſts. The Difliculty of thorough external Reli 
| | gion, 
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gion does not lie in them. Let wicked Men enjoy their 
Covetouſneſs, their Pride, their Malice, Envy and Re- 
venge, their Senſuality and Voluptuouſneſs, amongſt | 
Men, and they will be willing to compound the Mat- | 
ter with GOD, and ſubmit to what Forms of Worſhi 
you pleaſe, and as many as you pleaſe ; as is manifeſ 
in the Jes of old, the Phariſees in Chrift's Time, 
and the Papiſis and Mahometans at this Day. 

At a Time when there is an Appearance of the Ap- 
proach of any glorious Revival of GOD's Church, 
GOD does eſpecially call his People to the PraQtice 
of moral Duties. Thus ſaith the Lord, keep ye Fudg- 
ment, and do Fuſtice ; for my Salvation is near to come, 
and my Righteouſneſs to be revealed, Iſa.,lvi. 1. So 
when John preached that the Kingdom of Heaven was 
at hand, and cried to the People, Prepare ye the Way 
of the Lord, make his Paths ſtrait, as we have an Ac- 
count, Luke iii. 4. the People. ask'd him, I hat they 
ſhould do? He anſwers, He that hath two Coats, let 
him impart to him that hath none ; and he that hoth 
Meat, let bim do likewiſe. The Publicans ſaid, What 
ſhall awe de? He anſwers, Exact no more than that 
which is appointed you. And the Soldiers aſted him, 
What ſpall we do ? He replies, Do Violence to no 
Man; neither accuſe any falſly; and be content with 
your Wages, ver. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 

y 13. GOD's People, at ſuch a Time as this, ought 
ez eſpecially to abound in Deeds of Charity, or Alms- 
ch giving. We generally, in theſe Days, ſeem to fall 
Ve tar below the true _ and Practice of Chriſtianity 
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ng with regard to this Duty. At a Timg when GOD 
Te is ſo liberal of ſpiritual Things, we ought not to be 
to ſparing of our temporal Things —80 far as I can judge 
e. by the Scripture, there is no external Duty whatſo- 
to ever, by which Perſons will be ſo much in the Way, 
put not only of receiving temporal Benefits, but alſo ſpi- 
ter ritual Bleſſings, the Influences of GOD's Holy Spirit | 
up, in the Heart, in divine Diſcoveries, and ſpiritual Cor- 
are ſolations. 1 think it would be unreaſonable to un- | 


to derfland thoſe Promiſes made to this Duty, in the 
elt- ;8th Chap of 1/aiab, in a Senſe excluſive of 1 
| 1 Wfco - 


„ 
Diſcoveries and Comforts ; 7s it nat to deal thy Bread 
to the Hungry, and that thou bring the Poor that are 
caft out to thy Houſe ? When thou ſeeſ the Naked, that 
thou cover him, and that thou hide not thyſelf from 
thine own Fleſh ! Then hall thy Light break forth as 
the Morning, and thy Health all ſpring forth ſpeedily : 
and thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee ; the Glory of 
the Lord ſhall te thy Rere-ward. Then fhalt thou call, 
and the Lord ſhall anfewer ; thou ſhalt cry, and he fhall 
7 Here 1 am: If thou draw out thy Soul to the 


ungry, and ſatisfy the afflicted Soul; then 2 thy 
[Rurity, and thy Darkneſs be as the 


5 
Light riſe in Ob 
Noon- day. And the Lord ſhall guide thee continually, 
and ſatisfy thy Soul in Draught, and make fat thy 
Bones: and thou ſhalt be like a watered Garden, and 
like a Spring of Water whoſe Waters fail not. Iſa. 
lvüi. 7, Cc. So, that giving to the Poor is the Way 
to receive ſpiritual Bleflings, is manifeft by P/a/. exii. 
4, Sc, Unto the Upright there ariſeth Light in the 
Darkneſs : he is gracious, aud full of Compaſſion, and 
righteouss A good Man fheweth Favour, and lendeth 
he ewill guide his Affairs with Diſcretion. Surely be 
ſhall not be moved for ever; the Righteous ſhall be in 
everlaſiing Remembrance. He ſhall not be afraid of 
evil Tidings: his Heart is fixed, truſting in the Lord. 
His Heart is eſtabliſhed, he ſhall not be afraid, until he 
fee his Defire upon his Enemies. He hath diſperſed, be 
hath given to the Poor; his Horn ſhall be exalted with 
Honour. | | 
14. Some may object, that for Perſons to do Deeds 
of Charity, in hope of obtaining fpiritual Bleflings, 
would ſeem to ſhew a ſelf- righteous Spirit, as though 
they would offer ſomething to GOD to purchaſe theie 
Favours. But if this be a good Objection, it may be 
made againſt every Duty whatſoever. All external 
Duties of the firſt Table will be excluded by it, as well 
as thoſe of the ſecond. Theſe have as direct a Ten- 
dency to raiſe ſelf-righteous Perſons Expectations of 
receiving ſomething from GOD, on account of them, 
as thoſe ; and on ſome Accounts more, for theſe Duties 
are more immediately offer'd zo GOD, and 2 
erions 
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Perſons are more ready to expect ſomething fro GOD 
for them. But no Duty is to be neglected, for fear 
of making a Righteouſneſs of it. And I have always 
obſerved, thoſe that are moſt exact in external Duties 
of the firſt Table, and ſlack as to thoſe of the ſecond, ' 
are the moſt ſelf. righteous. | 

If GOD's People in this Land were once brought to 
abound in ſuch Deeds of Love, as much as in Praying, 
Hearing, Singing, and religious Meetings and Confe- 
rence, it would be a moſt bleffed Omen: There is 
nothing would have a greater 'Tendency to bring the 
GOD of Love down from Heaven ; ſo amiable would 
be the Sizht in the Eyes of our loving and exalted 
Redeemer, that it would ſoon as it were fetch him 
down from his Throne, to ſet up his Tabernacle with 
Men. I don't remember ever to have read of any re- 
markable pouring out of the Spirit, that continued, 
any long Time, but what was attended with an 
abounding of this Duty. So we know it was in the 
Apoſtles Days: And ſo in the late remarkable Revival 
of Religion in Saxony, which began by the Labours 
of the famous Profeſſor French, and has now been 
carried on for above thirty Years, and has ſpread its 
happy Influences into many Parts of the World ; it 
was begun, and has been carried on, by a wonderful 
Practice of this Duty. And it is foretold, that GOD's 
People ſhall abound in this Duty, in the Time of the 
great Effuſion of the Spirit in the latter Days; The 
vile Perſon ſhall no more be called liberal, nor the 
Churl ſaid to be _bountiful — But the Liberal devijeth 
liberal Things, and by liberal Things ſhall he ſtand. 

Thus I have (by the Help of GOD) finiſhed what 
was propoſed. I have taken the more Pains in it, be- 
cauſe it appears to me that now GOD is giving us 
the moſt happy Seaſon to attempt an univerſal Refor- 
mation that ever was given in N.w- Exgland. And 
'tis a thonſand Pities, that we ſhould fail of that which 
would be ſo glorious, for want of our being ſenſible 
of our Opportunity, or being aware of thoſe Things 
that tend to hinder it, or by taking improper Courſes 
to obtain it, or not being ſenfible in what Way GOD 


expects 
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we ſhould ſeek it. If it ſhould pleaſe GOD 
to bleſs any Means for the convincing the Country 
of his Hand in this Work, and bringing them fully 
and freely to acknowledge his glorious Power and 
Grace in it, and epgage with one Heart and Soul, 
and by due Methods to endeavour to promote it, it 
would be a Diſpenſation of Divine Providence that 
would have a moſt glorious Aſpect, happily fignifying 
the Approach of great and glorious Things to the 
Church of GOD, and juſtly cauſing us to hope that 
Chriſt would ſpeedily come to ſet up his Kingdom of 
Light, Holineſs, Peace and Joy on Earth, as i= fore- 
told in his Word. Anen; even ſo; Come, Lor 
Jeſus! 


